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THE CITY LEADING THE WORLD IN THE FIRST GREAT 
STEP IN CIVIC RIGHTEOUSNESS. 



(For the Review.) 



By LUTHER S. DICKEY. 

Other articles by L. S. Dickey covering additional features of, Vancouver's Progress will 

be found in other parts of this magazine. 



^ Vancouver, the metropolis of the Province of British Columbia is, indeed, 
a city set upon a hill, whose light cannot be hid— a beacon to guide the muni- 
cipalities of the world into the haven of righteousness in raising public revenues. 
For the past year she has been heralded far and wide— to the remotest corners 
of the globe— as a "Single Tax City," simply because she does not penalize 
the builder of a home, a business block, or the manufacturer of any useful 
thing. Vancouver has demonstrated beyond cavil that one who builds a 
human habitation is a benefactor rather than an enemy of the human family. 
Here the owner of a comfortable, even luxurious home, contributes no more 
towards maintaining the fire department, the police department, and the public 
schools of the city, than the man or woman who, living in London owns the 
contiguous lot of similar area and desirability. The man who erects a million 
dollar office building is not forced to contribute any more towards maintain- 
ing the public parks, public library nor any public necessity, not even fire 
protection, than the owner of a similar adjacent lot of the same area, and in 
every way as desirable for business ^purposes. The owner of a fire proof 
apartment house equipped with all the conveniences known to modern civiliza- 
tion, is not compelled to pay into the municipal treasury any more than the 
owner of a tenement house which may be a veritable fire-trap, provided the 
latter is similarly located. The school children of Vancouver already intui- 
tively perceive elementary principles of political economy that college presi- 
dents have not been able to comprehend, simply because their natural percep- 
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2 VANCOUVER, A METROPOLIS SET UPON' A HILL. 

tions have not been perverted. If a college president were to address the 
schools of Vancouver and contend that the fiscal system in vogue here was 
unjust; that fire protection, police protection, , pure water, good schools, 
magnificent parks, well-paved and cleanly kept streets, and efficient and cheap 
street car service added to the value of a building, a residence, a store, office 
building or factory— he would discredit himself. Every child here able to 
think, could refute such a contention by object lessons on every block, 
which demonstrate conclusively that all the benefits of efficient and 
economical government do not add an iota to the value of buildings, but do 
enhance the value of building lots. Vancouver did not act precipitately in 
exempting improvements and buildings from taxation. The first step in 
this direction was made in 1896 when 50 per cent of the value of improve- 
ments was exempted from taxation. Ten years later, in 1906, the exemp- 
tion was increased to 75 per cent. In 1910, after four years experiment^ in 
levying a tax on only 25 per cent of the value of improvements, the exemption 
was made complete. 

There are but few cities in the world, if any, that have grown from a 
wilderness into a substantial metropolitan, cosmopolitan city with the 
phenomenal strides that have marked the growth of Vancouver. Only a 
quarter of a century ago its present site was a dense, tangled forest, with 
mammoth firs and cedars towering heavenward two and three hundred feet. 
Previously there were but a few buildings scattered along the bank of 
Burrard Inlet, the principal industry being a saw mill established in 1875. 
During the spring of 1886 it was rumored that the Western terminus of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway was to be located on the bank of Burrard Inlet. 
The first steps were then taken towards the building of a city. Some cheap 
rough cabins were erected and the forest was cleared for a considerable space. 
At the very inception of building the terminal metropolis, its nucleus was 
devastated by fire, June 1886. In 1887 the authorities of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway began the erection of what is to-day the principal hostelry of the 
city the Vancouver Hotel. The growth of this hotel has hardly kept pace 
with the growth of the City, although additions have been made from time to 
time until now it has over three hundred large sized rooms, and yet scarcely 
a day goes by that from fifty to sixty new arrivals must wait the departure of 
outgoing guests before they can be assigned to rooms. This hostelry will be 
a historic landmark in the annals of Vancouver as the excellence of its 
cuisine has given it a world-wide fame, and it has been the scene of some 
notable functions. Many eminent persons have enjoyed its hospitality, 
the most noted of whom is the newly enthroned King George who as Duke 
of York visited tins Province some years ago. The capacity of the Hotel will 
soon be doubled, as an addition of over 300 rooms is almost completed 

A large portion of the site of Vancouver and its surrounding suburban 
territory was ceded to the Canadian Pacific Railway by the Provincial Govern- 
ment as an inducement to the railroad to locate its western terminus here, 
most of the contiguous territory to the original village having been Govern- 
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4 VANCOUVER, A METROPOLIS SET UPON -&' HILL. 

population increased during this period from 45,000 to 93,700. This pheno- 
menal increase in values and in population had no augmentation from the 
addition of new territory. It is the custom of the assessor of the City of 
Vancouver when making up the assessment rolls to have a careful count made 
of all persons residing within the city limits. Every house is visited by the 
Assessment Commissioner or by his assistants, and by this means an estimate 
of the population is made. During the last two years the population increased 
from 66,500 to 93,700. 

The substantial character of Vancouver's phenomenal growth is best 
indicated by the building permits issued by the building inspector. From 
1902 to 1905 inclusive, the last four years of the 50 per cent, exemption, 2773 
permits were issued, the aggregate value oj which was $6,831,040.00. During 
the four years the 75 per cent exemption prevailed the total number of per- 
mits issued was 6,530, aggregating in value 323,150,012.00. During 1910 
the first year of the total exemption of improvements from taxation, 2,260 
permits were issued, aggregating in value $13,150,365.00. Only four Pacific 
Coast cities surpass this record in issuing building permits during the year 
1910, viz: Los Angeles, with an aggregate of §21,684,100; Portland, 120,- 
951 352; San Francisco, $19,<>48,979 f and Seattle, $17,413,573. 

' As building conditions for the past five years in San Francisco have been 
rather abnormal, comparisons need not be made with it, especially as Los 
Angeles has broken the record in the United States for increase in population, 
and relatively surpassed all other cities in its material growth. II reference 
be made to the phenomenal business activity of Vancouver under its unique 
regime of taxation attention will most likely be called to the remarkable growth 
of Los Angeles especially, and also to Portland and Seattle, both of which have 
had abnormal growths in the past, it will therefore be relevant to make com- 
parisons with these cities, especially as the system of taxation in vogue in 
each of these cities is a heavy burden on industry. 

It should be remembered that the area of the city limits of Vancouver 
is only UK square miles, more than three of which are covered by water; 
that three years ago a large portion of the land within the city boundary was 
covered with blackened trunks of former massive trees, logs, stumps, and dense 
thickets of.undergrowth, requiring an expenditure of from three to .five hund- 
red dollars an acre for clearing it; that at the beginning of 1900, the year 
when the 75 per cent, exemption was first made, the estimated population 
as returned by the Assessment Commissioner was only 45,000, and at the be- 
Rinning of 1910, the year the total exemption was first made, it had reached 
78 900 Neither the increase of population nor the building statistics of 
Vancouver furnish criteria to make a fair comparison with any other city. 

Vancouver is situated on the South bank of Burrard Inlet, the south 
shore of which, although somewhat irregular, runs almost directly east and 
west. Running almost parallel with the Inlet varying from *"*£"*™ 
distant is the North Arm of the Frazer River. Extending from the Inlet to 
the Frazer is the municipality of Bumaby extending along the entire eastern 
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twd districts, but not being much more remote from the business center of 
Vancouver, than the outlying territory within the city limits the building 
activity kept pace with that of the outer districts of the City, 

Softtli Vancouver, with a population estimated 30,000. has declared by a large 
majority in favor of annexation to the City of Vancouver, but owing to a 
peculiar provision of the Provincial electorate laws which give every land 
owner in a municipality who is a subject of the British Government the right 
to vote, whether a resident of the Province or not, the Provincial authorities 
have decided the property vote was insufficient to justify the amalgamation. 
The vote in both cities was very light; in Vancouver, For the proposal, 1593; 
Against, 108; in South Vancouver; In favor 1914, opposed 200. The friends 
of annexation attribute the light vote to the fact that there was no apparent 
opposition to the proposal. The Plebescite was held in South Vancouver, 
January 14 and in Vancouver, January 28, 1911. 

South Vancouver is not only connected by streets, street car, water, gas,and 
electric light service, but the natural lay of the land will make it much more 
economical to connect its sewerage system with Vancouver's; at present it is 
dependent on septic reservoirs for its sewage. However, even those who are 
opposed to the amalgamation now, and they are comparatively few, admit that 
within a very brief period it will be best to have the two municipalities united, 
the Provincial authorities also recognizing that ultimately the two municipali- 
ties must become one. The area of South Vancouver is over 13 square miles, 
or about 9,000 acres. It extends from the present southern limits of Van- 
couver south to the northern arm of the Frazer River. South Vancouver took 
the lead south of Burrard Inlet in the total exemption of improvements from 
taxation. It was incorporated as a rural municipality April 14,1892 under the 
provisions of the "Municipal Act" of that year, which prohibits taxing 
improvements on more than 50 per cent, of their value. It continued this 
system until 1903, when improvements were totally exempted from taxation. 
The following tabulation from the assessment rolls, from that date until the 
present time, will indicate its material prosperity during that period: 

Assessment Values of South Va.vcouveb, B. C. 



Year 


Land Values 


Improvement Values 


1903 


* 1,319,953.45 


$ 340,280.40 


1904 


1,325,615.52 


302,128.45 


1905 


1,388.982.05 


411,260.45 


1906 


1,506,397.15 


473,049.45 


1907 


1,514,854.90 


475,685.45 


*1908 


2,134,789.46 


650,172.00 


1909 


6,389,680.20 


1,010,654.00 


1910 


12,095,020.50 


1,489,784.00 


1911 


34,879,139.30 


2,863,247.00 



•The rural municipality of Point Grey was constituted January 1, 1608 from 
territory belonging to South Vancouver District, in all 12,000 acres, or 18$^ square miles, 
with an assessed value: Land, $1,464,588.; Improvements, $636,779. 
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Prior to 1909 there seems to have been no estimate of the population of 
Sduth Vancouver. At the Provincial general election of 1903 only 67 votes 
were cast, an indication that the population was then less than 500, At the 
beginning of 1909, according to the assessors estimate, it had increased to 
5,000; during that year the growth was so rapid that at the beginning of 
1910 it had trebled, being estimated at $15,000, and during 1910 the 
numerical growth was still more rapid, the population having doubled during 
the year, being estimated at 30,000. A census of the schools during that 
period harmonizes with the assessor's estimate of population as the follo^ng 
table will indicate. 

School Census of South Vancouver, B. C. 
Year No. Schools No. of Teachers No. of Pupils. . 

1909 18 8 300 

1910 31 25 1,100 

1911 61 56 2,200 

The estimated value of buildings constructed during 1910 is 81,427,170.00 
and already $1,600,000 have been appropriated for public improvements 
for this year, SI ,100,000 of which will be devoted to roads, streets and sidewalks. 
^ Until January 1 , 3 90S, South Vancouver embraced the territory lying west 
of it bordering on the southwestern limits of the City of Vancouver, bounded 
on the north by the City and English Bay and on the west and south by the 
Uilf of Georgia and the North Arm of the Frazcr River, containing an area of 
IS square miles, with a water frontage of fifteen miles. This territory was in- 
corporated January 1, 1908, as the municipality of Point Grey. This is a 
slightly elevated promontory, coming to a point where the waters of English 
Bay and the Gulf of Georgia merge, making it the ideal site for a residential 
section of a metropolitan city. This is destined to be the educational center 
ol the Province. 175 acres of this municipality have been set apart as the 
site of the University of British Columbia. This site alone is estimated to be 
worth one and one-half million dollars, based on the sale of land contiguous to it 
soldatauctionbythe Provincial Government in November, 1909, which brought 
$10,000 an acre. The Provincial Government has given the University- an 
endowment of two millions of acres of the finest agricultural lands reservedly 
it. A finer site for an educational institution could not be found on the con- 
tinent. It is surrounded on the sides by water, on the north by English Bay 
and on the west and south by the Gulf of Georgia, the southern view being an 
endless expanse of water, while on the north, acorss the waters of English 
Bay, the coast range of mountains presents a view of such grandeur that it 
can only be described by the brush of the artist. It is a view of nature that 
never tires the eye. For miles bordering the water's edges a strip is set apart 
tor a public park, along the interior border of which is a marine drive 100 feet 
in width The Provincial Government has a reservation of over one-third the 
area of the District to be sold at auction from time to time in small plots. All the 
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land adjoining the University on the east is being laid out Jn lots, in size 
from one-half to three acres, laid off in contour, with wide circuitous streets. The 
Canadian Pacific Railway's grant embraced three thousand acres in i the .Point 
Grey District immediately contiguous to the southern boundary of the City of 
Vancouver. Three years ago this territory was a wilderness almost impene- 
trable The C. P. R., then began clearing off 400 acres, and employed one of the 
ablest 'landscape engincersoftheDominion,ToddofMontreal,todcs,gr .the plans 
for an ideal residence section; to lay out the steets, play grounds parks go f 
links etc This done, lots from one-third to three acres were put on the market, 
wth the understanding that the C. P. R. would make all the public mprove 
xnents, such as sowers, side-walks, pavements, water pipes, _ga, , pipes rtc. The 
conditions of sale require the purchaser to commence the construction of a 
private dwelling within two years from the date of purchase, and shall complete 
[he tame Thready for occupation within three years from da e of pu.chase. 
BeforeTommeneing construction the site of and general architectural design 
!f the hTse must have the approval of an Architect of the Canadian Pacific 
R^ way ts also stipulated that the purchaser shall expend upon the erec- 
tion oflhe private dwelling house, exclusive of all other buddings, no less th an 
a sum equal to four-fifths of the purchase price of the lot, provioed that ,n no 
easHhall the house cost less than fiVe thousand dollars, the cost to be calcu- 
lated on he net amount paid to labor and for material. There are numerous 
provisions ah tending, a are the foregoing, to make this section known as 
CIS Height ," the most beautiful an<l attractive part of Vancouver 
aft Sh ouTside of the City limits. The dividing Una between he C, y of 

^Tb,oi=t^:^^f :, gffiz 

pZments from taxation from its ^^^^^^tu^ 
nearly double the rate on improved land- The assessed vame u 

p e ro a pe y rty for 1910 was, ^ ^^^^Z^^l 
,536,779.00 It has. ^^^^S^T^o^ 828,000; for 
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ments, these being paid for from the general tax on land values, and the sale 
of debentures, which will be paid for from the fund derived by taxing the land 
according to its value. In every direction through Point Grey District palatial 
residences are being erected and a million dollars will be expended in public 
improvements during this year. Granville Street, the principle thoroughfare 
of Vancouver extending north and south, passes through the center of 
Shaughncssy Heights, continuing on through Point Grey to the north arm of 
the Frazer River, a distance of six miles from Burrard Inlet, the extreme north- 
ern limit of Vancouver. Even the City of Vancouver, with its phenomenal 
budding activity, does not exemplify the impetus given to the erection of sub- . 
■tubal structures by reason of their exemption from taxation more forcibly 
; than Point Grey, with its contrast between the wilderness and .the contiguous 
lots with improvements varying in value from 85,000 to 525,000. The change 
from wild land to make the siteof a residence possible isof itself an object lesson 
for eyen the perverse college professor who would have to admit that a man 
ought not to be taxed for removing blackened unsightly stumps and trees and 
transforming the spot into a garden or a lawn. The vivid contrast is too strik- 
m to veil the utter absurdity of such a proposition. In dispensing with a 
frontage tax for local improvements and in raising all revenues for public 

spTritec? ami , "„ adVanCCd SICP in "° ncst t ^ ti ""- 9m her public 

"ell LZv K y !' CCVC Snd B0anJ 0f ^rmen hanllv realise what 
ZZ h E2f 5 <!h CS arC at t,K ' ir con, »wn« to make Point Grey one of the 
to t! ifp ! i 1 ! 51 ™ 15 i0 th ° WOr,d ' * is in ** P-ver to elve a leg cy 

ZJT COme: " 0t by '"y radical departure from the course thev 

ave been pursmng smee they have been entrusted with oflice hut by g Suallv 

Tudes coLtL tro ****£T\*™ '""'"-ay, and by reason of thc multU 

advan^ g T U " thC,r h ° mcS beCauso of its ^comparable natural 

advantages and its educational institutions. Why should not the people who 

a,™ 

St SITS. t K e ,? r ° d " Ce eXpCnded fort!,cir P^k benefit? Reeve 
cowser! You have the ability and you are not lacking in courage; you have 
the confidence o your constituency! Take the lead In turning Ids reC ent 
w demess mto thc brightest spot on the continent. Much bette to eave 
such a legacy to your children than an inheritance of millions! 

Burrfrd Tnl77 a t | C °M er u^ S0Utl ' Vanc ° u ™ <* »• cast, extending from 
Buroabv whh ° ""JV 9 " ° £ th « ^azer River is the municipality of • 

«^T« • V? T & ° f 21 square miles - Burnab y ww incorporated as a 
rural municipality. September 22, 1892, and from its organisation hastota lv 

0,1 d roal' mP ,T mentS fr0 . m taXati0n ' U has ** -E of exctn nt wS 
MM dStr"" 4 ? apP T rfated S500m for road e *™™ this year I o 
t^'T .1 f - r W ° rkS EyStem and t 80 ' 000 {or ^hools. Three electric 
Imes pass through lt , running fr om Vancouver to N ew Westminster The 
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10 VANCOUVER, A METROPOLIS SET UPON A HILL. 

Canadian Pacific Railway and the Great Northern pass through it and two 
steamers ply from its northern part to Vancouver. In l»08 the entire munici- 
pality was divided into 4,358 items, or parcels, on the assessment Colts, and the 
total value of both land and improvements was &1 ,707,305. In 1010. the land 
was assessed at a value of $10,324,010 and improvements at $744,905, and 
according to the records this property was owned bv 2,700 people or corpora- 
tions. This year the aggregate land and improvement values will approximate 
518,000,000., the Board of Revision not yet having passed on the rolls. The 
population is estimated at 9,000, the assessment rolls for this year showing that 
there are now 24,560 items, as against 4,358 three years ago. The Province 
has a reservation in this municipality of 1,025 acres which is exempt from taxa- 
tion, Burnaby not only raises all its revenue from a tax on land values, but 
it forces the wild land on the market by increasing the rate. In 1910 the rate 
on improved lands was 5# mills; on wild land, 12 mills; for 1911 the rate is to 
increased; on improved land, 8K mills, on wild land, 16 mills; this notwith- 
standing the tremendous increase in land values. The municipal authorities, 
by experience, realize that it is a wise policy to make public improvements 
rapidly and substantially. 

Adjoining the southeast corner of Burnaby, situated on the North Arm of 
the Frazer, about 15 miles from its mouth, is the City of New Westminster, 
with an area of less than six square miles, connected with the City of Vancouver 
by three street car lines, one of which renders a fifteen minute service, from 
early morn until midnight, a distance of 12 miles from terminal to terminal. 
New Westminster is the oldest constituted municipality in the Province, receiv- 
ing its chartei July 16, 1860, more than two years before the City of Victoria 
was incorporated. It is a remarkable coincidence that the two oldest cities 
in the Province, antagonistic rivals for Royal and Provincial favors, in the 
early years of the Province, New Westminster and Victoria, should be the two 
last of the principal cities of the Province to exempt improvements from taxa- 
tion and then not until the people in each district pronounced overwhelmingly 
for it, Victoria by a vote of 2,392 for and 470 against, January 12, 1911, and 
New Westminster by a vote at an election April 12, 1011, of 24 S in favor, and 
98 opposed, the Council ratifying this vote unanimously May 22nd. The 
original site of New Westminster was divided into lots, and sold at public sale 
on the understanding that the purchase price was to bo applied to opening 
streets and otherwise devoted to improvements of a public nature. A large 
sum- was realized from this sale as it was generally understood that New West- 
minster was to be the capital of the newly formed Province. But the political 
and financial influence of Victoria was wielded, and induced the British Govern- 
ment to move the seat of government to the city named after Her Royal 
Majesty, Queen Victoria, notwithstanding her Royal Highness had changed 
its name of Queensborough by Royal Proclamation into a "Royal City and 
the Capital of British Columbia" and given it the name of New Westminster. . 
On the faith of this proclamation many of the original purchasers invested 
their all in city lots, and were financially ruined. 
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Its own electric light ys t d . " "! * **"?* """'"e »* °P"*«£ 
. Brow,,, w] , iIe ma J£ l £ r £0" 1 a T S figI " made "* """• J- C 

Wfcea the "Muni^, j£ ^ ™, '^ «' Provincial legishture 
municipalities not lor£ under W f T ' **** H m ^^i' m all 
. the value of improvements hi Tv t n-* t0 ° XCmpt 50 » er wnt - <* 

from the City of Vancouver llZT Tu DlKCtiy aCr ° SS Burrard In let 
the City of North Vancouver con ?, tV™ and one - fourth ™>«. - 
' municipalised ^ZfigZ^S^F?*' * " * a 
requirements the company is known a H.,v,? l ° " Ket Dcrtain le Ea' 
■ Limited," the city owning the entire i«, f , "V* • Va " c " uv " «ty Ferries 
shares, the board of directors beto^Z^ **** 7^ thc CXCe P tiou of '<><" 
voters. A twenty »SE£K£* £ ' PS** ba " 0t ° f the re <*tered 
6.20 A. M. untiI f A . M ^T^fcftK ^ the tW ° dtieS from 

making the fare less than hree cents T? T^ * COmmutatio « ticket 
aud a fourth, to cost upwards of KmS?! T "* " 0W in servicp - 
Passengers can reach the bu »« a S? ■*•**<> during the year, 

the departure of the boJSKr^JETT* ^ » "*«- of 

1?07 had a popuhntion of al „ t , s5o- If.f** * "^ f ° Ur mi,CS and ! « 
g-ve the assessable p ropcrLy £ fc ™ ' f£*° T7TS ^ tOT ^ »« 
■ mm vah.es, $230, 50; S£ o Z a f ""' S2 ' S03 .0 1 6: Improve- 

taxes 832,374. The assessment ro Is or a ~ e 'V°"' W°°i ™»™ from 
«WM,485; Improvements. », £ ,.£. "" f " tIle f °»™ing values; Land, 
revenue from taxes, estimated Xm^f,^™"' ro » 3.000; 
a ready projected for sewers, wieS,,^ "« the present >' ear work is 
81.225,000. Sinceits lJ!StaS2ST «** ete - negating 
from taxation. Before its incoroor «„„ I ^ °™ t0lMy e ^mpted 

part of the District of No th Van™ 2? ° £ N ° rth V *™°uver was a 

municipality August 10 ™ h Va, ' couv « *** was organized as a rural 
municipality in f£ *i * ^ n ". a ™ North Vancouver i 8 the greate* 
c£ mountain ranges, the SffS 'J^? " mil -- ""bracing a series 
■J!* 20 square wiles b eUvEC B n J*"* "» *•* « height. There is at 
-tuated for a residential site. In 10 07 whfn ,K T^T* m ° St desirablv 
was mcorporatcd, the District's .Zl . , C ' ty ° f North Vancouver 

Improvements, $293,650. It is es inl Tt ! a!uC ° f Lands ' KM9.BB8; 

double for mi. Abridge! p oiectedtol p ""*, ValueS wi » be alm ^ 

as'Second Narrows," the d sCce ac *«T ' T^ In ' et at what is k »™ 

«d«d by the Provincial £££?*%? ^^ ^^ t0 ^ sub " 

o-ed by the van , us -^jrCtnTd^^.Ti 
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12 WHAT SINGLE TAX HAS DONE FOR VANCOUVER. 

boast of the citizens and officials of the District of North Vancouver that this 
is the piorncer municipality to exempt improvements from taxation, as in the 
twenty years of its existence no tax has ever been laid on improvements. 
In a two-page article prepared by an official, published in "The Eastern 
Progress and Development Edition" of The Express, the leading paper of 
North Vancouver, this is given special prominence in extra large type; "No 
Taxes are Levied on Improvements, the Single Tax system having been 
followed ever since incorporation." On a rough calculation, excluding New 
Westminster, which lias been taxing improvements, we find that in the last 
five years the City of Vancouver and this contributing territory have made 
the following gains: 

Year Pop. Land Values Improvement Values. 

1906 55,000 $ 32,777,721.15 $14,991,339.45 

1911 150,000 192,638,147.00 44,929,493.00 

It should be remembered that in none of this territory was there any 
tax laid on industry during this period, except the 25 per cent levied on 
improvements in the'^City of Vancouver for four years and the Provincial. 
tax.* 



WHAT SINGLE TAX HAS DONE FOR VANCOUVER. 

By L. D. TAYLOR, Mayor of Vancouver. 

From "Man to Man," (predecessor of the British Columbia Magazine) June number, 1910, 

published in Vancouver. 

The taxing of the "unearned increment,"a term used to express thein- 
crease in land values uninfluenced by the effort of the owner, is no longer an 
experiment in Vancouver. Fifteen years ago the City government concluded 
to encourage building by reducing the improvement tax fifty per cent. The 
effect was immediate. Huge buildings at once began to rise up where shacks 

had stood. . ,,, , . 

In 1906, as a result of the success of the first experiment, an additional 
decrease of twenty-five per cent, was made in the improvement tax. At 
once building operations showed another startling increase— an increase that 
when compared with the increases shown in the statistics of other cities was 
wholly out of proportion to the increase of population. 

♦Amount of Revenue levied from the City of Vancouver from April 1, 1910 to 

March 31, 1911. -- 0R 

Personal Property ... .,.,„• «W 

Icome Tax " 

Revenue (Poll) Tax M,0M,00 

Total ...$176,306.19 
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tax alto™th« eE!nn ! n? ° £ th!5 year ' H WaS dedded to cUminat « 'he building* 
^altogether, and. m consequence, the Single Tax was adopted in Us en 

mmrmmmM 

same immediate effect has been felt resc ™t.on. And there the 

•-^s^i'Ksa^st ? econon t s and mun ^ 

come into the mayor's office en H 1 • • • S ° nUmber of IeUers th *t 

couver expenmc " *uTiZ *d I oT™"* " 1° ^ reSUlt ° f the " Van - 
-ent at all, since the Zfr^J^*?.™* * re8ardcd as a » «** 
City that no one, not even exten ve ™ 5U< i h ^^ u P bui,di «? °* the 

to the non-progressive fo^mS S^ ^ ^ » ■*» 

sm g ,e iS!^^j:is?ittff" great r benefits from t,,e 

the tax on improvements ha been Ih £™ W n * °«™» themselves, for while 
creased, and still «ma„ twenty* "J St "J! 'f,, tax . h " "* been in- 

landowners. But because gg pcr Mt2£^JSZf£2? *T* h »*""*« '«■ 

°r laborers, their gain from the npplicnt on of To stalt T "'^ ** ! '"iW" B . cnpitolisfe 

great as that coming to other membere of H»V * * > mnci P'« "** be quite na 

delta, leaves the samc amount S^SltlSrSS " fS ^ °' 22 mi "* in tile 

as before, or if-as now SC ems the case h V~ r 2 ° '" "° to ** o( "«*»"»« 

by the removal of the tax on building hfl " SS^ •"? "* l ° Vm ^ h y «»*» 

value rcmaming to landowners, there is ■wH^S^Tt^^'' "»*««*. 

the c,ty has begun, and taking gradually Z 1 1/, f*, ". cc<!1!slt r ot k< *Pi"E on in the way 

the full amount is absorbed "pu5?J£S£ ZTtoZ^™ " ' and Va,ucs 3 

able interruption that comes to the orosnmTv n( .„ 7u * Vancouv « faces trie inevit- 

mattcr of record.-Emroa S.no!1 T« Cyf.w. ^ b °° m % ° y ' a " whos * hi *«><r i. a 
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14 WHAT SINGLE TAX HAS DONE FOR VANCOUVER. 

is simply a question of which is best policy, to have a dollar lying idle in an 
old sock, or to have it working, bringing in an income, at a bank. 

The municipal building statistics during the last fifteen years clearly 
demonstrate the value of the Single Tax in hastening the substantial upbuild- 
ing of a city. Before the fifty per cent, reduction in the value of building 
improvements was voted in the year 1895, building operations in the city 
of Vancouver represented approximately $200.00 per capita. In the year 
1905 the percapita value of building improvements increased to $245.00 andin 
1905 — the end of the ten year period during which the fifty per cent, .basis 
was in operation, the per capita value of improvements had increased to 
$284.00. A similar increase was shown immediately following the further 
reduction of twenty-five per cent. In 1908 the per capita valuation of build- 
ing improvements was $302 66, and in 1909 the figures were $308.17, and yet 
these statistics, striking as they seem, do not half tell the story for the reason 
that the population of Vancouver increased from 17,000 in 1894 to over 100,- 
000 last year, and in the last five years has been trebled. That Vancouver's 
building operations have exceeded those of any other city in the Pacific north- 
west is clearly shown by a comparison with the building figures presented 
by the statistics of the other municipalities. A glance at the following table 
shows the steady increase since 1895 and shows also the reductions in the 
assessable property in the proportion of the amount of money spent in im- 
provements: 

Total Assess- 

Year Real Property Improvements able property. 

1895 $13,S29,724. $ 4,317,660. $18,147,384. . 

1896 13, 109,394. 4,278,680. 17,388,074. 

1897 13.000.S69. 4,441,490. 17,442,359. 

189S 12,672,649. 4,551,740. 17,224,389. 

1899 12,705,099. 5,011.190. 17,716,289. 

1900 12,S26,905. 6,726,740. 19,553,645. 

1901 12,792,530. 7,440,600. 20,233,130. 

1902 12,842,150. 8,223,220. 21,065,370. 

1903 13,845,565. 9,091,270. 22,936,835. 

1904 14,440,935. 10,247,920. 24,088,855. 

1905 16,739,640. 11,804,250. 28,543,890. 

1906 25,101,760. 14,087,640. 39,189,400. 

1907 38,346,335. 16,381,475. 54,727,810. 

1908 41,641,870. 20,127,035. 61,768,905. 

1909 48,281,330. 24,405,210. 72,686,540. 

Since thv reduction of the improvement tax to twenty-five per cent, in 
1906, more steel and granite buildings have been erected in Vancouver than 
during any previous decade, and in proportion to the size of the city, more 
substantial, costly buildings have been erected in Vancouver during the last 
four years than in any other city on the coast. Beginning with the election of 
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Sftssatasa czer by the c — * <* 

at any other time since the ESS rffc£ ' ^ "^ "* *" 
over a million dollars worth olhZT„ Y ' a " d ,l: ls cstin >ated that 

construction now or win b be Lr^ "n nd 5 n i" reS:dC " ee5 ** dt,,Cr Under 
year six steel skyscrapers IZttgifZ" £ ? ? * «" 
construction, and plans have been dnwn for f " a ' ready ,m(,or 

ment buildings are going JinZ^'Z 1 "^ Modcm stecl a P ar *- 

buildings that for years lnl, tL r ft .^ U ' C C " y ' and frame and brick 
^tostecUtJt^.^ 

has been immediate, but now Ire h s he bet? "V" bU " ding °P eratio >» 
fully felt than among facto 7 vorl-e ben ° ficence of «* «y*eii been more 
seventy-five per cent. %*Z3lZZ?£? t "^ ^"^ In Vancouver 
vative, and ff ba ^ ^ J^T^t^T ,™= "'imata is conser- 

Other cities of the ™»T! P™ 50 * 1 '™ bv tlle ""plovers of labor, 
discovered t£2S^ T? *> * ** *>* 
chaser and tfiui Sta^s^XXSf !?. boost P nces to the outside pur- 
in force, no property ^J^^Tj^St J?* S ^eTa* 
worth twice its real value, who, he knows th, f L^ 1US P '' 0perty is 

pay twice the amount of nxc^hc is nToW ! ^** ta **" moke hi » 

it is operated in Vancouver. "MLSKP J*** " 1C ***& «* as 
ta« of tal,. substantial bui dings o sto ,c W * • "''* " P f ° r ** «*»• a ^ 
Tax, not only is the man who bu nL h n Z2tf m *' *** nnder the Single 
tenant and the man , vho U J KSSSl *£ a ! S ° the Iand "«■* £ 
* -°»ey to build his family 1 i *J*J 5*«pP l-M- and saves 
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H-es a Strang Address ^^ and ^^ ^^ 

trmsm, "Not a dollar for charitv bui nSF*' f aU ' h ° r ° f the "Pferamatfc 
hall at 1 o'clock this afternoon 7 * *° ""* the " eed ■" in *W 

wa S a^g%iL^ P : n M d ay rr y D fi T e r rr nt - The «-*-' 

expression of regard to the man wZ st S^ e 1 000^ * WaS * puMo 
the doctnnes of Single Tax spending $1,000 a day to bring about 

eccWs.Wsters, ^t^J^^S™ ** 
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It was a gathering that will long live in the list of notable gatherings in 
this city. It will equal— if not excel— any gathering ever given under the 
auspices of the Canadian Club or any similar organization. 

Mr. Fels was given a rousing but informal reception as he.entered.and he 
was compelled to shake hands with a throng that crowded about him most 
enthusiastically. 

Mr. Fels is a Hebrew. He is short and witty. "Vancouver is growing," 
said someone to him.ty 

"That's good," said Mr. Fels. 

"It's natural growth, too," said the speaker. "You yourself have grown, 
too, you know." 

"Not much," said Mr. Fels, looking down at his scant five feet of height. 

Mr. Fels was given the post of honor. To his left sat Mayor L. D. Taylor. 
To Mr. Fels' right sat the American consul, while to the right of Mr. Wilbur 
sat Hon. Joseph Martin. 

The luncheon was served. It was a luncheon that delighted Mr. Fels, 
"Good food, splendid food," he commented, "and what's more to the point 
— plenty of it." 

Joseph Fels may be a dwarf in size but in repartee he is a mental giant. 

At half past one Mayor Taylor arose and requested that "God Save The 
King," be sung. All sprang to their feet and from the hearts of nearly two 
hundred people poured forth the loyal, inspiring and patriotic anthem. 

SHORT AND WITTY. 

The Mayor formally presented Mr. Fels to the audience who were in just 
the right mood to show their appreciation of the feast of reason they antici- 
pated by according him a most enthusiastic reception. Mr. Fels placed 
himself at once in accord with the sympathies of the meeting. In a jocular 
way he referred to his height (he stands about five feet nothing), and proceeded 
to climb onto a chair. He told how he happened to make England his per- 
manent home — so far as he has one — by going there ten years ago to open a 
sales' agency for a "saponacious compound." In London he found economic 
conditions so poor as to force him to find out the reason, and so far as in him 
lay to also find the remedy. This, he says, does not lie in charity, in philan- 
thropic institutions, or orphan asylum or in work houses, but it lies in stopping 
the leak instead of bailing the boat. 

Having had some academic knowledge of the teachings of Henry George, 
"than whom no greater man has ever lived," it was born in his brain that the 
only Way out of the sink hole of despair was in adopting the teachings of that 
great economist. He is certain that every piece of money doled out in forms 
of charity but helps to rivet the chains which bind the common people today 

In coming to Vancouver he came as to Mecca, as to the holy city of the 
Jews, as to the altar of development of the Single Tax idea, because here the 
people had had the courage to put into practice the economic measures of 
Henry George. The fact that thirteen millions have gone into buildings here 
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tT-^ year , aml that thes - c build!n e s aro ^^Pi" 1 M f«*' N they can 
be finished, speaks more for this measure than volumes of words It is a 
wonderful record from a material standpoint, but from a moral standpoint 
•s even greater. It means that here men will hold up their heads and that 

e ::z 7 r get work ,: ho wants work - ™ s ^ *•***« - ^°J pos- 
sesses no beggars workhouses, poorhouses for the sheltering of penmless 

'men and women, things which are to be found in all American cities 

In speaking of nationalities, Mr. Eels said that all countries looked alike 

tL I"" !? t g J , mCS ° f C0,nm ° n Pe ° plc wI, ° must * P^cted against 
the conditions which eat out their hearts. 

°" e thi "g ^e could say about England was that when a man went there 
to do business they did not ask where he came from, hut they did ask- "Are 
you a man, have you clean hands ,» Mr. Pels showed that there was a bit of 
superstition m h,s nature because he held that richness or proverty depended 
on chance-"a turn of the card." as he put it. Chance, he said. iL enabled 

tool a^r "' f ' """? "V" J™*" - *« ^ '* M to admi t at he 
nVh W « 8 r , , " ,|,<,rtUn,t >- •** ; ' **"* All people were trying to get 
nch but they did not grasp the opportunity. The land question Ja s coining 

Club ,„ Pans. 1-rance. People cam, to Vamouvcr looking for a chance 
A chance to use their muse e and their brains A,„l ;„ '«• i -,• ct,a "ce. 

greatest aid to the reward of individual effort *"* ^ ^ "* 

BUSINESS MAN'S VISION. 

"I simply have a business man's vision " continued Mr ffi k m 
quotation, of "> n Is c, „ ?J £? ^r^"*"'™'* «* high-Last 

in Philadelphia, and attend ££S StSS^'fl 1 ,T T* 

CSRL 33KRR3 TWS "' '" *se ss 

»^SS = «5 "ft ~ 

have over him Y„u lave l f f "?, SP<SCUlat0r in l[lnd vaIu « that you . 
^ P him on the SSWKi tr In Ef^ « 
to hoplTa? iWrP-fiT 4 MVcrettinuS't^ture . 
or fine'for doing ^y ffi^ l^T^ Sha " f "° ■"- ° rt " 
other ma „ i„ Vancouver. 6 App a «) " E thTtT' ^"^ ^ "» 
cute you until you let loose on ff P that ttese llCenscs ** P«e- 

_ UNEARNED INCREMENT. 

« 5 rr^^-p« tr- = 
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come m by and by. 1 t »« 1/ Mmmd t0 sce what he CO u d 

finally bought it at S32.08U «»^f» association to be divided into forty 
make of it. He decided to hand »*•**■£■* 1 s ownership. He said to 
garden plots for the use of the people, £^SkK*22fe book." but 
himself, "Eels, you .ill f^^S^S newspapers as he 
as one of the conditions he dead d **£££££, such a celebrity 
could, accompanied by h.s pteturc He , the «W he t0 

that he was invited to afternoon ££ The house h* P P rf ^ 

another society for the ««*«£*"""■ "aritable Mr. Fels. 
was that he shouM appear h £ JJg-JjS {ound the property stiU 
Last year when he "*~*"£ how \ n uch it could be sold. He was 

&£$stt£Sss& - * »* *> * tw ° "■» more he 

could get $125,000. 

SOLO IT FOR $125,000. 

-, said to Yokaum if they want that property at ««*» tell 'em they 

™ SfiJU, and gentlemen, 1 sold that P^rf J^ — N " ' 
^k you who made me that $00,000. Did I* No . I d.d not^ 
^ * Did that property belong to mo? No. *4 InotJ ^.^ 

more valuable by the people o FWrtgfag ££"S I hive the courage 
and to the people of Ph.fc.del ph.a i *. W g ^ o{ you 

to say to you that I do no ^^T^^ many of you hero have 
here are interested in the £* «"*«* ™ that the city should own 
the courage that I have and w.U *<»* "* " y at aH in error I ask h.s 
the property which is now m you r£»1 » ^ ^ ^ ^ b 2 «j 
worship to correct me. But IH«W wiu nc vcr be what she 

nor cent, and I want to say to you that vane made 

Should be until the entire annua 1 vah* . taken. ^ , 
the acquaintance of one of your dl5t,n E™ "J more when he is absent. 
London", and who, 1 hope Vancouver doc M* £ ^ . f , 

I refer to the Hon. Jose ^' ^j^ £w the cat jumps, that he should 
to make a name for h.nisclf *»* l ° '" " hc shouUi st udy the whole land 
preach the doctrine of ^®"*f^£* Form™ other way could he be 
question and then espouse tins S™**™*£ which , am sure he is, allthree. 
I true man. a V******* * M S to the man who had put his 
He was proud to know » d '°P^™ he city . (Cheers.) He was 
Mulder to the wheel, he meant*" m^rtf the jr ^ ^ 



VANCOUVER BOILDIM INSPECTOR'S RRPORT „ 

his efforts. (Cheers.) *' * nd the peo P le . of »* city appreciated 

VANCOUVER BUILDINGJN SPECT0R)S REp0RT 
^^A^^^Z^^ D <=«e„t, it is very 

also most gratifying to know that V ^f^*' ? Cf " Me ° Ver 190 »- » is 
• Roches that a 2 i^L^eXlI. " t,,<! ^ «* — - «T 

there has ,,, Jj ffi^^SCK? ^ ?«- ^ 
«*8* my record get, no cralit PaUlon dolla ™ wrth of building done, of 
The ftfe*, fiEurcs rcpresent ^ year>s busjness; 

No. of permits issued for Dec. 1910 

Value of Buildings 140 

2 No of permits issued for Dec. 1909 S 958,775.00 

value of Building no 

"KSBSS* * (1 ? °r hs i«.".v.v.v.v;.v.v;; ^ •**» 

All of «i,,vh • $ 5,950,883.00 

° f WhlCh ls "spectfiiUy submitted. 

Yours very truly, 

(Sgd) S. N. Jarrett 

-T«-T.«.«...,,so,v, te .. -- *— 

„ W10.263. " 32,417,798. 

„ ™* J mon ths, 1911, 587. ' Value 1.808,106. 

1910,586. " 4,607,330. 

— — — ___^ 3,318,212. 
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LITTLE ESSAYS ON A BIG SUBJECT. 

{For The Review.) 
B y j, W. BENGOUGH. 

(Continued.) 
In last number we announced ^^SS^^oS 
to tf* crowded condition of our £^™^£»™Ta* Rhv.w. 
remaining chapters until next issue. -Epito 

CHAPTER XVII. 

in wealth-producing power, there » ^ ^ unreasonable nl;lles 

comfort; that the ac ua result is i tnc : r - . » dcmns the present 

and the depression o others "^ P ^ onpl i to aceount for this 
system. But the school mast »l tta ita P suREcst & remed f 

phenomenon, and as a ^^^X^M inclusion of the Po itical 
it. We have already noted that the mourn conlPlllp , a te is the 

Economists of the schools is. ,n . h rt W«*« ^ ,„ , ^ 

mysterious dispensation of D.v tat ro V J*^ . nt „, tho cflm lil,o. 

ing this expert opinion, counses .ncnlKiUore o)]b . ncrl . n h]lf 

wherein it has pleased God to ^*r%J£££am ** fOTth * T^I 
the offices o! Political Economist ^'f~i*tt*»- «»* " P ° P " £*" 
ation that it had pleased the <^ r j^^t of a "natural law" ha, 
tends to outrun sustenance. '.^ { political Eco nomy as taught 

been accepted and £W , "^5££. a true soul and deep thinker 
since his day. In Thomas ^JjJW^J" he might . The "condition of 

extract from his journal'. d (boasti ng themselves to 

»I S it true that of all *««**£ eve q ^^ q£ ^ age arfip 

be somebody) in any age o the v.orld,t.i p 

*^£SS»**2S! indicates that, momentarily at least, the 

truth had flashed on his mind: . ^ whole fruit f 0666 

■•A man." he writes, "J^J^J J a st out tradesman to work and 
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One would suppose that Carlyle had discovered the real root of the trouble 
-la n: Uora 1S n,. But alas ! his thought did not pursue this true clue. 

When Carlyle pubhshed his views on the •nigger question'" say Fronde ' 
Ins nends on both s,des of the Atlantic were astonished and outraged. Ye 

he ^ ZT pamplllct r d thc thought in Sar,or ****** C**X 

luJT; . ?■ a " Ca " * taugllt t0 ™ rk and ™<Ic to work fas in 

slavery he has a distant value in the world appreciable by money like the 
value of a horse. In the state of liberty where he belongs to nobody' and s 
mdustry cannot be calculated upon he makes his father poorer when he is I 

as Tnueh aTT Sf! t \S* SyStCm ' *"< "*• " a chiM « -rth at ^ 
as much as a foal, and the master was interested in rearing it. Abolish 

&awjl^x? wm b,ess God when a timeiy 

1 his is a paraphrase of Carlyle's view as set forth in the Essay referred to 
He w a 3 u „ happlJy| strange!y ^ ^ ^ beforo ^y %£*£ 

of landlord^, under which, as he bitterly said, private individuals XZ 
A^«. r ?.v f S thm ™"<* workers, was but a new kind of slave svstem 

sss suftaysir- that thc ™ (=s 

S SITS "TJER 5 r K i^STfiS £SK 

lord system was tile nhitr lhat , tl,<: * ,,oMi,tion ^"'^ "' *• ^d- 

tooriag cl«J " Co -rather ti KhK '?•"* ft * lul COn,lit " ,n ° f ** En «»* 
which could not be M e thL H, !"2 W 'I' f hB « i ° f "**• 
should cease 'preserving gam" and do K - ' '" """J"*** ari "ocracy 

nishing "governance aLSjT" l^ZjTr^^^ duty ' ° f fur " 
impotent conclusion I "N™1™7 b l!lr T^? ^^ Surcly an 
says Froude "of »1, , g ef ° re hlS tleath ,,c w *» talking to me " 

of Euro^ ;itc^ried a ™ t r CCCSS iJM? * SUr " Uls W""tai 
continent." Here agaThe mth h v "* ^ !T? ,Md ° VCr that £lw ™ us 
There was at S „, ," ' ght haV8 g ,° another «*>■> of light on the truth. 

"landed prop It: f to ^ l^f" ° f /W Wi " America : a " ab sence of 
momenta ondiLs In Am. f™ T ° f W ° rkcrs ' M the P™«"* 

the av a ilabler n fr„;; a J'"rn a ed a " ^ ^ *» "** ° f Eur °" c ' <° r 

*Jf£ ^aS 3 fi£ G 2 "^ 0tW "*—«« of our era. 
and set forth ^*«£ Sl2^ th , ? *"-** " ^ firm " 
Pace with Progress^ SafBKSaSSSBSSBS ' " 
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for the discovery and advocacy of the simple, natural and practicable method 
whereby in peaceful fashion, without the revolution and bloodshed which 
Carlyle prophesied, the great and long standing injustice may be rectified. 
(To be concluded in next number.) 



THE ABOLITION OF POVERTY BY THE RESTORATION 
OF EQUAL RIGHTS TO THE USE OF THE EARTH. 

AN APPEAL TO THE WHITE SLAVES OF LANDLORDISM. 



By GUSTAV BUSCHER, of Zurich, Switzerland. 



{Translated expressly for The Single Tax Review.) 



In Twelve Chapters, 

a letter instead of a prepace. 
the cause of poverty. 
property and slavery, 
the reward of doing nothing, 
fatherland and freedom. 

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF LAND. 

HOW THE EQUAL RIGHT TO THE USE OF THE EARTH MAY BE RESTORED 
BY THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES. 

VIII. THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES COMPARED WITH OTHER TAXES. 
IX HOW IT WOULD BENEFIT THE WORKERS. 

X. HOW IT WOULD BENEFIT INDUSTRY, BUSINESS AND ENTERPRISE. 

XI. HOW IT WOULD BENEFIT FARMERS AND PEASANTRY. 

XII. AN APPEAL TO THE READER. 



I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 



IV. 



THE REWARD OF DOING NOTHING. 

When Peter and Paul divide a cake, the piece the one gets will be smaller 
as the piece of the other is larger. Three factors divide^ between them the 
fruits of human labor. The workers, those who work with brain or muscle, 
whether as navvies or draftsmen, as agricultural laborers or bank managers, 
receive wages, capitalists receive interest on the wealth used in promoting pro- 
duction and commerce; and the land-owner receives rent for the use of the 
land. Other things remaining equal, the greater the reward of the one, the 
less there remains for the others. f 

Under present conditions there is always some invisible and to most of 
us incomprehensible cause at work constantly forcing wages down to the 
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. lowest level at which the majority of the workers will consent to live and 
. work, and concurrently reducing the normal rate of interest on capital. Des- 
spite the marvellous increase in the productive power of labor and capital 
• daring the past two hundred years, increasing it more than tenfold, the wages 
of those who perform all the necessary work have increased but little, and 
the rate of interest has steadily declined. In truth, the purchasing power of 
labor has scarcely increased at all; and in all countries the industrial masses 
of the people are practically living from hand to mouth. 

Nor is the reason far to seek. The land on which and from which all 
men must live has been made the private property of the few; and the ever- 
increasing rent from land, instead of advantaging all, enriches only its few 
fortunate possessors. In a small village labor is necessarily less productive 
than in the larger towns and centres of industry. There is less efficiency, 
less division of labor, less of modern machinery, and more unnecessary, use- 
less waste. Should the village grow into a city, witli an enormous trade, 
and industries worked with the best machinery, with its railway stations kept 
busy with goods and passenger trains, and with tramways running through all 
its streets: who will mainly benefit by such a development? Will employ- 
ment be more constant and certain, and the wages of labor materially higher? 
No, employment will not be more certain, but rather the reverse; nor will 
the wages of labor be materially higher — it is more than probable that, owing 
to increased rents and the increased cost of provisions, the purchasing power 
of labor will be lower. Will the rate of interest be higher? No, the normal 
rate of interest will certainly be lower. Who, then, will reap the lion's share 
of the increnscd production? Who else but the land-owners? Land now 
selling by the acre will then be sold by the foot or yard, now let for a few 
shillings, or sold for a few pounds, will then let for as many pounds, or be sale- 
able for as many thousands of pounds. The value of the land will go up and 
up. If you have a piece of land in a favorable situation in a rapidly growing 
city, you need neither to work nor worry; others will work and worry for you. 
You need do nothing to promote the dcvelopemcnt of the town; you may, 
indeed, hinder its development by allowing your land to lie idle, and yet from 
the fruits of their labor its inhabitants will reward you more handsomely 
than they will their most honored and useful official. 

Private property m land is as a lottery to which all must subscribe, but 
from which only a privileged few can draw the prizes, in which the prizes 
are for those who have, the blanks for those who have not. Everbody needs 
the use of land, so everybody must, directly or indirectly, contribute toward 
the tribute exacted by the landowners. Every child born into the world in- 
creases the demand for land and for the fruits of the land; so does every 
increase in trade, every improvement in the industrial arts. There could 
not be imagined a more perfect scheme for the legalised plunder of the poor 
by the rich, of the industrious by the idle. 

The accusation that the gains of the landowners are unearned, is often 
met by the contention that the gain of merchants is also unearned. What 
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in i,hc difT'-rence, it iw asked, between the gain of the merchant and the gain 
of Uie JiJii'lowner, between the gain of the land-owner and the gain of the 
factory-owner, between a man who is speculating in commodities of all kinds, 
wool, cotton, coal and so on, and the man who is speculating in land? This 
sounds very plausible; but, even if it were true it is no defence at all. Is a 
burglar less dishonest because there are other people who also rob us of our 
possessions? 

But it is not even true that there is no difference between the gain of the 
land-owner and the gain of the merchant and the factory-owner, between the 
gain of the land speculator and the gain of the speculator in wool, cotton, 
coal and other merchandise. They are, in truth, as different as fire and water. 

Let us take a concrete example. Wheat is produced, drawn forth from 
the land, b)r the labor of the farmers. Every family requires annually a cer- 
tain quanity of wheat. If the wheat harvest promises to be poor, speculation 
at once sets in arid increases the price of wheat long before there is an actual 
shortage, thusnotonly checking consumption, but also encouraging increased 
production, If speculation did not thus set in, consumption would continue 
unchecked, until scarcity resulted in famine prices. On the other hand, if 
the harvest promises to be unusually good, speculation at once forces the prices 
down, giving farmers a necessary warning that increased cultivation of wheat 
is not required, nor likely to be profitable to them. We arc quite aware that 
speculation may be abused, and lends itself readily to many abuses. But 
that is no reason for forcibly stopping it. The use of razors is abused when 
men cut their throats with them; but we do not therefore advocate stopping 
the production of razors. Many people commit suicide on our railways, 
but no one would suggest that we should, therefore, do without railways. 

Speculation in land, on the other hand, yields no such advantages. It may 
abnormally increase the price of land, but cannot increase the supply by one 
square foot. For the land is there, whether made the object of ownership 
or of speculation, or not. [Speculation in land cannot, therefore, increase the 
supply of land in order to meet a growing demand. Nor can it check the pro- 
duction of land in order to save the producers useless and unnecessary labor. 
Its one purpose and its one effect is to force up the rental and selling price of 
land, and thus to mulct the land-users to the greatest possible extent. In 
all other markets there are speculators for a fall as well as for a rise, the latter 
striving to force prices up, the former striving to force prices down. But in 
the land market all are striving to force prices up. To all who have to use 
land, speculation in land is never beneficial, but always injurious, never a 
blessing, always a curse. 

Again, the profit gained by the man who invests his money in some suc- 
cessful industry or business, is a very different thing from the profit gained 
by the man who invests his money in land. The latter does not promote, in 
fact may hinder, the growth and development of the trade and industry of 
the community; the former enables enterprises to be undertaken which with- 
out such aid would not have been possible. Furthermore, investments in 
business and industrial enterprises only yield a return if such business result 
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AN APPEAL TO THE CITIZENS OF THE FORMER CITY. 



(For the Review.) 



By LUTHER S. DICKEY. 



It was my intention to make an extended comparison of Vancouver's 
system of taxation with that of Seattle, Portland and Los Angeles, and I 
spent some weeks gathering accurate data in these places. But my investiga- 
tions in this Province led me so far that I must content myself with a brief 
comparison with Los Angeles, and use the data for another issue. The 
statistics used here from Vancouver do not have any augmentation from the 
numerous growing suburbs, part of which are now amalgamated with the City. 
They are confined solely and exclusively to the eight and a half square miles of 
the City, one third of which two years ago was a dense wilderness. Los Angeles' 
district embraces a little over one hundred square miles. 

Los Angeles County has an area of 4,000 square miles. Within its territory 
may be found the climate and scenery of almost every part of the state — from 
sea- shore to mountain top. Within two or three hours travel a remarkable 
variety of climate can be found. It is a boast of her citizens that "on a winter's 
day the traveler may breakfast by the sea-shore, after a dip in the ocean, 
lunch amid the orange groves and dine in the snow fields of the Sierra. * * * 
A climate that makes the sick well and the strong more vigorous." The City 
of Los Angeles embraces over 100 square miles of this County. She is the 
commercial metropolis of Southern California and possesses four transcon- 
tinental lines of railway. By annexation in recent years she has become a sea- 
port, and although denied a harbor by nature, the United States Government 
by an expenditure of $3,000,000 has provided one, which is pronounced as 
absolutely safe for the largest sea-going vessels, approachable during the 
heaviest storms. 

The features which most attract settlers to this country, next to its ad- 
mirable climate, is the wonderful rapidity with which all kinds of vegetation 
grow, small vegetables such as radishes, lettuce, etc., flourishing the year 
round, while flowers may be plucked from the garden any day in the year. 
The natural lay of the land makes it exceptionally easy to build a home or to 
start a garden. Nature has lavished her gifts without stint to make Los' 
Angeles a City of homes. fy 

It is also the financial and manufacturing center of Southern California, 
which has an area greater than the state of New York. The vast volume of 
petroleum produced within the City limits gives her the cheapest of fuels, 
and has made oil refining and oil supplies among her principal industries. 
Her alluring climate has not only attracted capital but the owners of capital 
also. Its delightful climate, level country, excellent roads, and the wealth 
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of its citizens, have combined to make it the ideal home of the automobile, 
compiled statistics indicating that approximately 20,000 are in use with an 
aggregate value of $30,000,000. . . 

Best -of all, Los Angeles has a citizenship that is aroused and although yet 
groping, it has within it the spirit that will mould its ultimate destiny. Her 
citizens belong to the category of the forward and progressive makers of cities. 
Asl write in view of the snow-capped mountains of British Columbia, athousand 
miles northward, the refrain of a song of one of them— Dee Burlingame -keeps 
ringing in my ears: "Los Angeles! Los Angeles! * * * watch how were 
growing." It is their boast that they will soon count a million. Yes; and 
if it were not for her abominable system of taxation, in a few years they would 
count their population by millions. More than three decades ago a citizen, 
then of California wrote these words: "Taxes which lack the element of cer- 
tainty tell most fearfully upon morals. Our revenue laws as a body might 
well be entitled, "Acts to promote the corruption of public officials, to sup- 
press honesty and encourage fraud, to set a premium upon perjury and. the 
subornation of perjury, and to divorce the idea of law from the idea of Justice. 
This is their true character, and they succeed admirably. A Custom House 
oath is a by-word; our assessors regularly swear to assess all property at its 
full true cash value, and habitually do nothing of the kind; men who 
pride themselves on their personal and commercial honor bribe officiate 
and make false returns; and the demoralizing spectacle is constantly 
presented of the same court trying a murderer one day and a^ 
unstamped matches the next!" That system is in vogue yet in *?»»» 
State and does more to retard emigration and stifle industry than drouth ; and 
earthquakes. Her absurd system of "hold up" is best **%»*J*™ 
illustration-a supposititious one-but if men had any regard for veiacity or , 
the sanctity of an oath, would occur often at assessment tail. I ft*** 
mind two bungalows separated by a vacant lot in a resident *^£m!£ 
the lo^s are of uniform size, 50 feet by 120. The bungalows may have cos 
one thousand or five thousand dollars; the lots, save'the corner ones, are as 
sessed uniformly at a valuation of $300.; the **f^*W*Z^^ 
authentic information that the owner of the vacant lot which »«^ «* 
unsightly wild grass, refused an offer of §1,800 for it. Suppose (here is where 
,m ginarion b/gins-nothing but facts have preceded) two men ^ were to 
move to Los Angeles fror* a State where personal property is exempt from 
taxation, arriving there the last week of 5*^*^2^^ 
their personal and household effects, which might consist of £**»<» 
ture worth about a hundred dollars, and each having a cert ifie d check for 
$2 000. They rent and move into the two bungalows referred to. Before toe 
t 2 eek i out o'ne of them transfers his certified check for $2,000 to the = of 
the lot for a title deed. The other deposits his in a local bank subject to check. 
The next week a deputy assessor drops around, first calling on the lot pur 
chaser. The following colloquy occurs. Nation!" 

•■I am the deputy assessor and wish to list your property for Ration 
The newcomer replies: "You see this furniture here; it cost me 57o.uu 
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to get it here from the east. I had a notion to let the railroad keep it rather 
than pay the freight. I bought this lot, pointing to it, last week, paying $2,000 
for it. That is the extent of my ownership." 

The assessor figures a moment and is about to take his departure when 
the lot purchaser asks: "How much are you going to tax me?" "We'll value 
the lot at $300;" replies the deputy, "and the law provides an exemption of 
$100. on your household goods, so we'll not tax you anything for them. Our 
rate is 14 3-10 mills on the dollar so you will have to pay S4.29." "How soon 
will I have to pay it?" asks the lot owner. "Oh, six months to pay half, and 
a year to pay the remainder; Good morning!" The same colloquy occurs 
at the other bungalow varied only by the owner of the bank deposit telling 
that he has $2,000 deposited in the bank. The deputy assessor figures for a 
minute and says: 

"Well, Til have to ask you to let me have S2S.G0 in payment of 3'our taxes 
for this year." The newcomer thinks it a joke, but soon learns that the deputy 
is in dead earnest; he protests, and says he wants to look into the matter 
The deputy politely bids him, "Good day I" and takes his leave. He makes 
a notation on a slip of paper which is left in the office of his chief thatevening. 
The next day another deputy is sent with power to levy upon the man's pro- 
perty and collect unless security is put up for the amount, which, being a stranger 
the man pays, to end the bother. But this is not the end. A few days later 
the County Assessor's deputy calls and goes through the same process, adding 
a poll tax of $2.00 in addition to the regular rate of $t& for 301 1 making the 
lot owners County tax SO.OH; the others' $20.20, which must be paid at once, 
although the man may die the next day, or the bank close its doors. The man 
Wbo invests in land, which is constantly increasing in value, is taxed $10 37 • 
the other m .80. Is this not a tax on industry, and a premium on monopoly? 
Let Los Angeles take a lesson from Vancouver and exempt homes and all 
kinds improvements of from taxation and her building permits will not only 
increase in number, but also in value; the encouragement of growing wild 
grass mil ce a S e and the site of every vacant lot will soon be transformed 
into an embowered garden with a substantial modern home, and she will 
help solve the labor problem by helping usher in the time when "They who 

thereof " USCS * Lh " m Md ** Wh ° Plant Vine y &rds wil1 eat the fruit 

> Citizens of Los Angeles! upon you rests a great responsibility! Your 
fair city is the storm center of a great industrial war, and it behooves you to 
do your part to end it! This war will not end by a compromise between the 
men who are employing labor and the employee! That will only bring a brief 
lull in the conflict which will not end un.il both labor and capital go untaxed. 
To-day m Vancouver hundreds of half-finished houses are at a standstill be- 
cause of this war. It is a losing battle for both employer and employee. Had 
all the cities on the Pacific coast adopted Vancouver's policy of exempting 
mprovements from taxation such a stagnation could not exist. The thought- 

An^ T u A" 7^ rCSpeCt is ,ab ° r better in Denver than in Los 
Angeles. Locally the laborer here is worse off than in Us Angeles or Seattle. 
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The advantages that come from Vancouver's freeing industry is not tnon- 
opolized'by Vancouver's laborers. The idle workers from every directum have 
been flocking here because of the phenomenal industrial activity. There .s 
no duty on labor coming from the States, while there is on nearly everything 
the laborer has to buy. And the great numbers of laboring men commg here 
has had a tendency to temporarily increase the prices of everything that labor- 
ers must have. If the system of taxation that prevails here were in vogue in 
Seattle, Portland, San Francisco and Los Angeles the strike would not be of 
long duration. For the strike, as I see it, is not one of wages. It is whether 
the "open" or "closed" shop shall prevail. The men who control capital are 
on the side of the "open" shop. But whence comes their power to control 
capital which is merely the savings of labor? It is simply because t bey own 
the valuable sites in our great cities, the railroad terminals, the dock from our 
shipping ports, the iron and coal deposits which are essential to industrial 
a S&ty' Adopt the Vancouver system of taxation and this power » weak- 
ened this is the key that will unlock the door to the open shop-mother earth. 
t" en and hen only, will every man "eat what he earns" and it will also re- 
qmre h m-every man-to earn what he eats."* This is an age of quickened 
& thou, t ^ rapid action. Look at Mexico! Are we to have an intelligent 

"dvU ied Soc ety'' to bring about peacefully this condition which ., : commg- 
coming either with "the carol of the lark or the roll of the war drum , or 
omeU must, when man will get what he -*-*-£5 * 3 J 
Vancouver is taking the lead on this continent, and Lloyd George s policy 
I destined to make the reign of King George the V. the most beneficent 

dyna Ci^s E oT^for:rrthe know,edge and inspiration that gave birth £ 

;raTr,:sio^^ 

-The Reduction to Iniquity," and were induced to migrate to other lands 
aid sottunTtheir way into this distant Province and under the ^sp.ratton 

| 1 ^7 ^J ^TL^t^ to study political economy out of 

*From an editorial in The Los Angeles Daily T*£^££Jg* »£ 

"It is absolutely impossible tor any man 'to *ori» * .th hls 3*^,, / worth . 
„ occupation to obtain for his labor any ™» than * » «=» J^ o[ 
CWiltad society will not be ruled ^«° lence ' lt J^ r Xhat his W ork is worth. It will 
disorder. It will, as a rule, give to the ^ *££*<££ ™ w hat he euU. It 
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books, but everybody sees clearly that to open up the coal beds, to cheapen 

fuel held at abnormal prices is to increase the tax on those coal beds held out 

of use. Here even the merchants and the clerks behind the counters in the 

stores and banks can put up a convincing aigument that store buildings and 

merchandise ought not to be taxed. They would probably call a man a 

"socialist" who proclaimed the equal right of all men to the use of the earth 

but they think eligible building sites ought to be taxed high enough to force 

the owner to build on them or compel them to lower the price so others will 

build. Every indication points to a great change in ."Civilized Society". ' s 

Even our greatest politicians and officials realize it. Think of the President 

of the United States defending the Aldrich tariff and now quarreling with ' \ 

its advocates over Reciprocity; humiliating Crane; lauding Ballinger and ■ I 

then supplanting the latter with Walter Fisher! Why not Pinchot at once? | 

Even the editorials in the Outlook give evidence that our shrewdest politician 

is perplexed to know which way to jump. It took long months for the Supreme 

Court of the United States to come to a decision which, if brought before it Y 

ten years ago, would have been passed upon over night, and even then the 

most venerable member of that august body becomes a "demagogue " and 

denounces the action of his colleagues. It requires no prophetic vision' to see 

that "Civilized Society" is on the verge of a great change, and you, Citizens 

ol Los Angeles, are perhaps, more vitally interested in. having this industrial 

war ended than the citizens of any other city I Human nature is about the ' l 

same the world over. Where is the power to control human passion? It is 

not in navies or standing armies. Gunpowder and dynamite are now a menace 

rather than agents of security. Los Angeles, of all cities, should be the last 

iroTui m T prolo , n ?V lg this war ' If ' ™ e to P° int ™* the danger that con- " ' I 

ironts her I would be regarded as inciting some weak brained "union" labor 

kbor nn r" 1C \^' ■? *"" " 0t pteacUn * f ° r a compromise with organized 
cZ%r v PC g Stnke ' wWch is mcre, y a Vmpton of an unjust social 
removeTh, J™ "T ^Ti thMl tWe ' Yo ' u murt Bet to the bott ™ and 
Z Z i ■ , f T thG b ° dy P0litiCl The time is ri P e for m to decide 

it timllT T " U ! akG n Sta,ld; WUh the rtn « Ua B — -ho find 

1£ a£° g noun J 1,in * food > or comfortable shelter, and whose lives are 

~ 7 c ^ a .™ i worries for which they are not responsible? Either 

you are for or against the intrenched interests; there is no middle ground 

It is an encouraging sign when one of the most prominent and influential ' • 

I r a n h°o/fT ^^ pU , blic ^r° WS hlS P ° Siti0n aS ° n thc side of the masses * 

III Z °7? T C f Hf ° mia SGnds a man like WilUam K ^ to Con- 
gress Citizens of Los Angeles, if you would be on the side of the masses 

t, ,T fr ° m Vancouver a » d ^cure the power to exempt industry of 
every kind from taxation. When you get that far the rest will be easy 
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SINGLE TAX WELL RECEIVED. % 
SINGLE TAX WELL RECEIVED. 

From Vancouver World, Aug. 2, 1910. 



Jacob Schiff, Noted Banker, as well as Others of Hie Party, Express Keen 
Interest m Vancouver's Progressive Spirit in Adopting New System. 

Yesterday Mr. Jacob Schiff and the members of his party paid their 
fpsnrrts to Mayor Taylor at the city hall. 

P blowing Their brief visit Mr. Edgar Safin, of Frankfort-on-Main, Ger- 
many a nephew of Mr. Schiff and an ardent student of political economy 
Txpre scd to a World reporter his surprise at the progressive spirit wh.ch 
Vancouver has shown in the matter of exemption of improvement from ax- 
Son He manifested a keen interest in every phase of the s.tuation J ueh 
culminated in the decision of the city council last January I*^« *»£ 
he micht the more readily understand the conditions winch obtain in this 
dtyatd throughout the province as a whole he asked for the financial report 
of Comptroller Baldwin and also the annual report of the police department 
Heptane" a copy of the Man-to-Man magazine and expressed his deep 
mteresUn the articles on the Single Tax by Mayor Taylor and Mr Post. 

As he was probably in close touch with the New York banker he reporter 
asked If thlttter had expressed any opinion about the potentialities of Van- 

""""He is a man of very few words, as you have perhaps already observed/' 

was tlf/reW. •*- 4 * ™ Sffiff^SSSSflS 
He believes that there is a very great future ^^j"f* mle shovt of 
the change since he was here four years ago he said that ID 
tne cm b f h mterest to him also. 

Stanley Park immensely. Some day, he add* i P ^^ 

in the future." _____—— 

td^nT^H^^^ 

mcn and women who arc interested .» ^^ttTXatata o™, sate, and for what 
fa, peaonal reward^ »Jg52--*"gJ tetrine 1 simpie. yet it is far-reaching, 
they believe to be the good o( the country. 1 lira ■ v «„ aa Uy opposed by the 

It is tar-reaching because it is undamen u IjB *g tnne is ge ^ ^ ^ op 
intrenched interests, and as for myself, I comes* t c 

the side which is opposed by these 22^££wS3ff«3*MM , S 
delivered to the world his message, speatogf^m the vcj^p University <4 
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THE DOMINION TRUST BUILDING 
On the Site of Old Arcade Corner shown on opposite page 
Reproduced Expressly for The Single Tax Review 
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embarked. We need a subscription lift ot 
ten to twenty thousand to do this in the 

' way it should be done, and we ask every 
Single Taxcr in the English speaking world 
to cooperate with us, and to send tis such 
financial contributions to this work as he 
can make or secure with the cooperation 
of those who are in sympathy with this 

*) splendid enterprise. 



Subscription Price:— In the United 
States Canada and Mexico, $1.00 per 
year. Payable in advance. 



Entered at the Post-office, New York, m Second 

Class Matter, 



MAY-JUNE, 1911 



NOW HELP US1 



At the cost of several thousand dollars 
a large edition — the largest of any Single 
Tax periodical ever placed before the 
-world — of this issue of the Review is now 
ready for distribution. The cost of this 
edition of over fifty thousand for which 
vo have as yet received no organized help, 
must be met by the sale of copies, and we 
shall confidently expect a response from 
the friends of the cause that will repay the 
publisher of the Review for this enterprise, 
one which dwarfs in importance any phase 
of existing Single Tax activity in the field 
of propaganda. 



Mr. Dickey has done his great and un- 
selfish work supremely well. This number 
is the final and authoritative document 
with respect to the first Single Tax city In 
the world. Our representative has spent 
many weeks in this great city of northwest 
Canada, returning a second time, after 
indefatigable pursuit of material, for 
verification of the essential facts and figures 
that he had gathered, having in this work 
the cooperation of the progressive leader 
of the movement in Vancouver who occupies 
the mayor's chair. 



The first thing to do, however, is to 
furnish the means to circulate this number 
to the extent of the full edition that has 
been provided for. Write us at once for 
terms. 



The next number of the Review will be 
a special Edmonton Number in which 
other phases of our advance in the various 
provinces of Canada will be thoroughly 
covered. Whether we can equal or surpass 
this issue will depend upon the degree of 
financial support that is forthcoming. 
Mr. Dickey at this writing has just left 
Vancouver for Edmonton, for verification 
of data secured on his previous visit, and 
will journey to other parts of the provinces 
in search of material. That he will do this 
well need not be said. This number speaks 
for itself. Tt is how up to the Single Tax 
world to help. 



This number is the initial step in the 
irtat work on which the Rbvibw is now 



Of the many thousand newspapers and 
periodicals to which this number of the 
Review will go, we respectfully ask where 
any use or mention is made of .the material 
contained herein that marked copies be 
sent to this office. 



THE FELS FUND. 



To the many thousand men and women 
in whose hands this number of the Review 
will go who have not heard of the work of 
the Fels Fund, we may say that about 
■ three years ago Mr. Joseph Fels, of Naptha 
Soap fame, offered the sum of twenty-five 
thousand a year for Single Tax work in 
America providing an equal amount could 
be secured. This generouus offer was 
matched by like offers made elsewhere, in 
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England, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, 
Canada and the Australia, About eigh- 
teen thousand dollars have been sub 
c ibed by Single Taxers in th» country 
A local-option-in-taxation amendment has 
been secured in the state of Oregon, and it 
is here, and in the state of Missouri th£ 
the Fels Fund Commission regard their 
Itk at cut out for them. Th^-how«h 
to know more about the activities of the 
Commission may write for further infor- 
mation to Mr. Daniel Kief er, Commercial 
Tribune Building, Cincinnati, Ohio. 



THE LIBRARY PLAN FORGING 
AHEAD, 



The work of the Henry George Library 
Bureau is producing good "suits The 

foXa splendid Single Tax letter , from 
TOO L. D«w. Professor of Law a t Cornell 
Ksity. which was given wide pubhcity 
and at the Youngstown pr«c..tat,on 
beeches were made by Rabbi Grossman. 
Told Wend of Henry George's to Cali- 
fornia, and by Rev. Herbert H>gclow. 

tjurnose. One of the results of th s pr«,en 
SSSTwas an order for fifty copies of the 

h« somewhat impeded progress. « wb£ 
each presentation pays its own way, the 
cost <rf getting in touch with those wilhng 
to do toe* wo*rk, and, preparing the bust, 
ft nd electrotypes for newspaper use. both 
ot which must be made in quantities, and 
hJbeen greater than the voluntary con- 

time fifteen other presentations being 
amazed. 



Henry George, Jr's reci-nt •;«•« '• m 
Congress on the Single T;o:— "1 !•■• ■< -1 
to Freedom"— was a well delivered *<. \ 
solendidly sustained argument for «mr 
principles. Readers of the Review »r« 
reminded that copies of this speech n»y 
be obtained by writing to their Congress- 
man. 

Hampton'* Magazine for July begins a. 
series of articles by the late Tom L. John- 
,o They are entitled "Nine Years War 
With PrWilege": This contention to 
Hamtm'. is Johnson's af *'°f a >% ° 
far as it relates to his later hie and the 
great battles waged in the c ty o Cleve- 
land The first of the installments .s in- 
tensely interesting and tells of Johnsons 
early fights with Mark Hanna in the street 
5£a/ business in Cleveland and other 
"of his establishment of street ml 
and other industries, of his career ,n Con- 
fess, and his first meeting with Henry 
&, all of which Is more or less ^famiUar 
finale Takers, but which readers will 
Ian to learn from the man himself whose 
Treat and useful career is now elosedbut 
those work is destined to survive him. 



c r;r^Ti^™£' 

l^e^—Thasbeen^- 
Tpect and his language decreet. He has 

given offence to no one. 

T„ B American ^-^ °£ 

Fund Commission and is senaing 

Fnurestingmatterfor^ebythenewspapers. 

Boss bakers in New York employed men 

to !:a S sh a uP the £*£ J\g«K 
wh o conceded the demands of the 
The authorities would d ° »°™ n * Gercr „t 
did the Employers' A-«-*»» ^ totld 

Otis of Los Angeles protest. 

(Oregon) Labor Press. 

TOT workers carry th. ,»»**»■- 
Poland (.Oregon) Lobar Pre,,- 
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DEATH OF TOM L. JOHNSON. 



On April 1«th, Tom L. Johnson, foremost ^ 
E the modern paladins of social Jj^J 
died in the city of Cleveland, of winch city 
he had been four times mayor. 1 lie im- 
mediate cause of hfa death was cirrhosis 
of the liver, of which he had been si civ for 
a year. On Thursday, April HUh. Ins re- 
mains were laid **ay "' Greenwood, in 
the shadow of the monument that marks 
the grave of Henry George. There were 
perhaps three hnndred men and women, 
at the grave, most of them Smgle Tax** 
who had known Johnson in life. The pall 
bearers were William Jennings Bry^n, 
B M. Bates. B. T. Cable, Lincoln SteM 
fens, A. J. Moxham, Philip A. Brennan, 
United States Senator Pomerene. August.! 
Lewis and Henry George, Jr. A eulogy 
by Rev. Harris Cooley, of Cleveland, and 
a remarkably eloquent tribute by Herbert 
S Bigelow were delivered at the grave. 

"Mr. Bigelow said in part: "There is one 
word we would write above this grave. 
That word is "VICTORY," His victory 
was no man's defeat. His was the victory 
f splendid endowments consecrated to tlie 
tireless service of his fcllnwmen. 

"Defeat"— this is a word that was on 
his lips, neveT in his heart. However much 
we craved for him honors that the world 
could give, we know now that there is no 
honor, no victory of an hour.thatcouldadd 
to his eternal glory, He knew that every 
truth is born in a manger; that it is nursed 
in poverty; that it is unrecognized at first 
save by the few wise men; that by the 
mob It may be despised and rejected; nay, 
even crucified, dead and burled, as the 
world may think. But he knew also that 
if it is God's truth it will have its resurrec- 
tion rrom the grave and yet be written into 
the hearts and laws of men. In honor to 
his memory we must believe— we dare not 
doubt— that from these two graves a new 
republic shall arise.— a republic founded 
upon the truth of Henry George and in- 
spired by -the example^ of Tom Loftin 
Johnson, his beloved disciple and his friend. 

"Progress and Poverty" interrupted the 
career of a king of finance in the making. 
Strong, masterful, originally with no more 



conscientious scruple than characterizes 
other captains of industry, this man had 
entered upon the same career that such 
men as Morgan, Belmont, Whitney, Ryan 
had carved out for themselves. But the 
same call came to him that came to Saul 
of Tarsus— with the breaking of the spirit 
of truth through the clouds— "Saul, Saul, 
why persecuted thou Me?" Ami nobly 
Johnson answered that appeal. When he 
Sil w the truth in this work of Henry George, 
which has changed the spirits and charact- 
ers of more men than any hook from the pen 
of man not avowedly inspired, he came to 
the apostle of this truth and gave himself 
to the service of that cause which is the 
last and greatest in the world-old struggle 
of man against darkness and error. , , >& 

In the things he set imsclf to do he failed 
—nobly, gloriously failed. The splendor 
of the struggle for righteousness at its 
beginning lies not in its successes, but its 
defeats. Error can count more victories 
than Truth, and it is the character of the 
latter that it borrows, in a manner, a special 
distinction from the slow painful martyr- 
dom of repulse after repulse. 

In this we speak not of the overthrow of 
Johnson's immediate aims, but of what must 
seem to many the futility of kfe larger 
schemes, ending with his fall from 
power and his decline as a political in- 
fluence. This is because men will not re- 
cognize the persistence of an ideal, ami the 
truth that what such men as Johnson con- 
tribute to it is imperishable. This rail- 
road magnate who might have died worth 
millions did a better thing— he set Cleveland 
as ft city upon a hill that beckons with her 
lights to the workers (or social regenera- 
tion. He left a "city with a civic heart." 
as one who has honored him in verse has 
said, and this is the important thing, with- 
out which commission government, initia- 
tive, referendum and recall must count for 
little. 



The world never learns. It sneered at 
this man when he announced that he would 
give up the pursuit of wealth to devote his 
life to the cause of the people. ** What is his 
game?" asked these men, so worldly wise 
that they do not recognize wisdom when 
they see it. For Johnson had chosen wisely. 



. 



JOHNSON MEMORIAL MEETINGS. 



gj 



36 

to Dim the greatest ,oy of 1, e-to do 
something lor his fellows, for the Tiuth 

,ncer to changed (for the mM tew»^ 
last though always too tale) to a tribute 
of respect for another fallen chieftain ,nthe 
war for human rights. J ■ ' 

FOR A JOHNSON MEMORIAL IN 
CLEVELAND. 

A memorial comm^Te has been effected 
in Cleveland with atemporary organisation 
: s Wit.: Newton D. Bf-^" 
Herman Schmidt, vice-chairman, Ch«. 
W. Stage, secretary; and P. H. w» 
treasurer. The committee plans an in 
crease o its members to be flawed by a 
permanent organization. The ^ 
memorial will be determined with reference 
to the amount of money combated but 

\nivp it ^vmbolize tne ocncih *** 
have it -y Contributions 

Johnson devoted his 1KB, V» 
may be sent to the treasurer o£ the ^ com 
*♦« Mr F H Goff, President of the 
cTeTe^Trust Company, Cleveland, Ohio. 

RESOLUTION OF THK MANHATTAN 
SINGLE TAX CLLB. 



undivided and unquestioned d,.nni.'.«n. 
To his bereaved family nnd his stn. kin 
but faithful followers, we offer Unit sym- 
pathy which can spring only from a common, 
^ rr i an<] pray that their gnct may be 
Si hftlfe thought that his death m 
brought him relief from suffering too 
. Sw to be home, and that hi, memory 
till ever be an inspiration to unnumbered 
Thousands now contending for the causeto 
which he gave his life. 



The memory of Tom L. Johnson was 

honored in Pittsburg with »" 
vices in the Kenyon Theatre. George w. 
G'uthrie. former mayor of ™tsburg pre- 
sided and M. McNeill read Edmuna 
Vance Cooke's poem, "A Man is Passing. 



satisfaction of %**»££* Tight 



T „ B Women's Single Tax League and the 
Manhattan Single Tax Club honored Jh 
memory of Tom L. Johnson by a mcrf «g 
on Decoration Day evening at the Hall 
the Society of Ethical Culture this rfj^ 
About 300 were present. Hon. Lawson 
Purdy presided and the speaker, were 
Hon.Vhn De Witt Warner, who told J 
his association with Johnson to Cong ^ 
Hon. Henry George Jr., Mrs C W 
Hon. RoM. Baker, Hon- J<*»M £ lUl 
Dr. John L. Elliott and M* « »ce 
Colbron. Hon.JohnSC^ - Vamc 
fine effect the poem of r.dm.m 
Cooke. 



• wen held '" 
Jo„kso X memonan^vi. - - « 5( 

in the affairs of the city. 

Oven two and a haU — aeres^ 
la nd underlaid J-J^fg*. United 



toward times, as *^ I^u*. U ad ««*»!»« TuCbythWlrf 

hearted and *~£*!&Sk a t look- potash have bc»«tW»-»^ ■ ' 

on the mountain tops o i ^ougw £OV ernment and are ^ 

iDg over the shadowy g+fiU wl*» ™~ t d T^«"f revenue if retained, 

tbeloom of land —the prom, a constant source oi« 

T, utb and Justiee and * **£* h<jW Portland (Oregon) X-** "««• 
trinity oi inspire* humanity, 
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-SINGLE TAX TAYLOR." 

PBR9 ON AL S KE TCH^r N COUVE R 's M.VOR, 
THB NEW FORCE IN BRI TISH COLUMBIA. 

(For thc^KEViBW.) 

(By Noel Robinson.) 

(See portrait.) 

"Sinele Tax Taylor!" More than once 
duri g" the recent mayoralty campaign 
thts epithet was applied to Mayor L D. 
Taylor It is not improbable, indeed, that, 
« Y Hi Worship's public career of accom- 
plishment should end now he would be 

Those who know him intimately kiw 

L would desire no better monument than 

th Although it is chiefly his attitude upon 
the Henry George method of t«£oa«d 
its practical application to Va ouver 
which has rendered his personality of some 
interest to political economists upon this 
antcter continents, Mayor Taylor holds 
advanced views upon other questions. 
Brthe principle that the natural resources 
if I country should bear all that country a 
taxaKc." Jrcgards as of chief ^tan" J 
An impartial pen picture of His ^ orship 
must take into consideration his limitations 
as well as his achievements. It would, lor 
instance, not be correct to say that he 
Vancouver apostle of Single TaK has vet 
"found himself— to quote an expressive 
phrase. Even during the lust year his 
views upon economic problems have ad- 
vanced and become more radical. A lew 
remarks made by the mayor recently upon 
a publicplatform haveaspecial significance.. 
"I am firmly convinced that before an- 
other year has elapsed all the cities and 
t^of British Columbia will also adopt 
the Single Tax system of taxation. Person- 
ally, I would gostill further in the methods o 
taxation. I would abolish the ProvmcuU 
tax on personal property, believing that, 
should this be done, the manufacturing, 
Interests would receive a great impetus, and 
such a number of new industries wot* 
spring into existence as would astonish the 
whole world. I further believe that, it 



<^ , ^ n ^Ttttd r ^ u u:rSng. 

*"rV-ml eVc without any direct 

ffi*«x fees 

ti0 ACUr Mayor Taylor's first low »»■«•"' 

itel a new force tad .r ^ The 

and «taf-*2S5Sfc. saw this fore, 
first tattlve ™"» tte °< °" C ° v , r( , ly porting 
niilctlv but none the less surtijr 
£** the interests of economic and so 
Sm. During his second term as c cf 

„ s well as the municipal arena 

With the exception of one of his prea 
cccssors in the mayoral chair of Va«c°uver 
Mayor Oppcnhcimcr,-an admirable, but 
* ^ din rent type of man-no chief 
titrate of the Terminal City ha= made 
so pronounced an impression for Mayor 
T, y or is absolutely fearless. He has made 
m Stakes, and he will make others, but this 
M«»lUbto in a man of original and pro- 
' essive ideas t,ho is determined to put 
fhose ideas into practice in ^~ « 
where, as in the case of the Single Jta ex^ 
periment," doubt may exist as to .to 

"fS^T&SX- an unusual 
tyP e ol fa« and "head. A particularly 
hfc* tow suggests the thinker; the type 
£h ch had not the trend of circumstances 
; ing d him into public affairs would 
havc\een absorbsd in I ta ° k * ^ 'now 
telleetual side of We. An intimate know- 
edge of the man conBrms this impression. 
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That he finds time for more than a passing 
study of current literature, as well as some 
of the writings of the literary giants of the 
past, notably those of the politico-economic 
school, arc known to friends who have 
chatted with him upon books, or seen him 
in his "den" surrounded by his favorite/ 



of the C. P. R- His career in Vancouver 
has been full of interest, and his path has 
been by no means strewn witli roses. Even 
when occupying a subordinate position 
upon a rival newspaper he more than once 
gave an indication of his future attitude 
towards labor by standing up for his fellow 



in his "den" surrounded by his favorite/ to*Wia uov wy ^TSSSaSm. and 



the onerous nature of his duties as owner 
and business head of a large newspaper like 
the Vancouver World, in addition to the 
even more burdensome task of acting as 
head of one of the most rapidly developing 
cities on the Pacific coast, leaves him little 
time for reading or study. 

The accompanying photograph, white it 
gives a very fair idea of Mayor Taylor's 
face in repose, fails to convey a suggestion 
of its expressiveness when he is strongly 
moved. The Mayor is not handsome, but 
be lias what is far more unusual and of 
greater importance to the physiognomist 
and phrenologist, a particularly interesting 
tvpe of face and head, and it is not often 
that one meets with a face which is so 
surprisingly transformed by a smile. He 
seldom smiles, but. when he docs, the smile 
lights up his features and lends an ex- 
pressiveness to the eyes and mouth which 
is at once winning and kindly. His eyes, 
when not thus lighted, are those of the keen, 
alert business man. In short he is the sort 
of man upon whom it is impossible to pass 
a rapid judgment as a result of conversa- 
tion or after hearing him make a public 
speech. As a platform orator "Single Tax 
Taylor" has made great strides during his 
two years' of public life. Two years ago 
he hesitated frequently while making a 
speech. During his recent campaign lie 
succeeded in losing this hesitancy and can 
now talk with considerable fluency. As a 
public speaker his greatest drawback is a 
tendency to monotony and bis greatest 
asset a thorough knowledge of the subject 
matter with which he is dealing. When 
roused, he becomes rapid and attractive. 
With practice His Worship will become a 
really good public speaker without ever 
perhaps becoming a great one. 

Essentially a self-made man, the Mayor 
is proud of the fact that, a dosen years or so 
ago, he was employed in a very minor 
capacity in the Revelstoke railway sheds 



thereby endangering his own position. 
His career in connection with The World, 
from the moment.when he took that news- 
paper over, is one of the most interesting 
journalistic romances of the Pacific coast. 
Evidently a strong believer in the senti- 
ment— expressed in the lines of the poet: 



"He either fears his fate too much, 

"Or his deserts are small, 
"Who fears to put it to the touch 

"To win or lose it all," 

the Mayor risked everything when, with 
a very slender backing, he entered upon an 
undertaking which was ultimately to lead 
to success and public life, a success which 
has been attained in the face of the most 
strenuous, and. at times, even vindictive 
opposition. Outside the personal aspect 
of this opposition it has upon many occa- 
sions been made apparent that the advanced 
radical views advocated by The 11 orht 
particularly when dealing with **rir**H» 
Luc*, has roused His Worship's pfltifffl 
opponents to a sense of what Vi Ohm 
appears a serious danger Jilwwl. »!*" 
from one independent «|pi«. the press 
of Vancouver, whi.li is vhii-Hy JfJ*"**; 
tive.has opposed His Worship and Ins organ 
in season and out of season, 

With the exception of his Single Tax in- 
novation, the most significant indication 
of the Mayor's rapidly broadening poli- 
tical and economic horizon was contained 
in several recent public utterance, in he 
course of which he v rtually cut lum.cl 
adrift from both political parties and ad 
advocated what he designated as A Fro 
vfnciaf Party, a party which, uninfluenced 
by political jobbery, would conserve the 
natural resources of the P™»«*™ 
oeople and reduce irksome taxation to a 
mTnimum by the adoption of a system 
which should make those ■*""*3£ 
than the people's energy, pay-to put it in 
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business pariance-the expenses of running 

Bketch oi ..^l- ^f e = 

alitv and principle t a onu i 
to L nttitudo as a Mturalised Canachan 
^ was born and raised under the Stars and 
K\t Ann ArW, Mic h|K an,, toward, 

Ptritnin ond British institutions. A stn"c 
S?M ^h of bis private ^ndpubhe 
utterances, has been H, o t ; expre S scd 
sentiments of loyality to the British E.np re 
and admiration of its traditions. That 
these sentiments are no mere hollow 
word-spinning the Mayor has «»P*»"* 
on several publie occasions and oottWy 
when King George .(then Duke o £ YoriO 
visited Vancouver and Mr. Taylor had 
charge of the elaborate decorations 1H« 
loyllty to the country of his adoption has 
not in the slightest degree interfered wrth 
the affection which he cher.shes for his 
native land. , , . 

The Mayor very happily indicated Ml 
position in relation to both the great English 
r P eaki»g races in a recent speech, and no 
more appropriate sentences can be quoted, 
than those with which he concluded. 

"The naturalised citizen would be no 
man if he repudiated the country oMus 
-Wrth. Take as an example. a young 
couple who leave their father's house , They 
love that father's house, but they love 
their own home better. 1 am as proud of 
the fact that I was born on the other side 
0« the line as I am of the fact that I am 
now a citizen of the British Empire/" 



HOAV VALUES GROW 
COUVER- 



IN VAN- 



How is Kansas to develop in manufactur- 
ing? Why not by the method adopted m 
New Jersey, which has taken from Now 
York the bulk of its former large manufac- 
turing enterprises by discrimination In 

taxes? , _ . 

Experience in New jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania and Connecticut shows that the 
development of manufactures, by increas- 
ing population and trade, enormously in- 
creases the value of real estate. If factories 
throw a heavier proportion of taxes on real 
estate, factories give real estate enhanced 
value far in excess of the tax burden im- 
posed.— Topeka (Kae.) Daily Capital, 



MANY INSTANCES OV OWAT « 5 ^ 
LAND VALUES AND FORTUNES MADE OVER 
N1GHT.-BUT ASSESSMENTS. TOO, ARE 

INCREASING. _ 

(For the Review.) 
By Luther S. Dickey. 

( ,„ what Umm **■ l*<*cy hns "^^Tln- 

sionsns to »»J*«™ \] mOTpt . f ; ty o[ ihc cily from 

which will have to be faccti 10 ■ , ,, , 

^S^"^ T.x RE v 1EW) . 

Before I came to Vancouver I heard 
many thoughtful Single Taxcrs express a 
fear that tlie enormous increase ,n land 
values in Vancouver might be the signal 
of a sudden collapse, and that the Single 
Tax movement of the world would be re- 
tarded thereby. It was this fear that 
inlv ellcd me to make a thorough '^tiga- 
tion of condition, here, in order to let the 
great army of faithful, intelhgent Single 
Taxcrs of the world know what measure 
of progress has really being made a ong 
the lines leading to the goal for which they 
are devoting their means, time and energy 
I believed there was a lack of dcHmte 
knowledge as to the actual facts; that there 
was nothing tangible on which to forecast 
the future. It is not my purpose now t. 
prophesy. I shall content myself uith 
laying the fact, before the readers of the 
Review. As a result of my investigation 
my faith has been increased that the 
(Founder of all Truth inspired the author of 
Progress and Poverty with the gift Of 
Wophecy. He says: "The tax on land 
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values, which is the feast nrbitary of taxes, 
possesses in the highest degree the clement 
of certainty. It may be assessed and 
collected with a definiteness that partakes 
f the immovable and unconccalable 
character of the land itself. Taxes levied 
on land may be collected to the last cent, 
and though the assessment is now often 
unequal; yet the assessment of personal 
property is far more unequal, and these 
inequalities in the assessment of land 
largely arise from the taxation of improve- 
ments with land, and from the deinornli«i- 
tion that, springing from the causes to 
which I have referred, affects the whole 
scheme of taxation. »*M W* J« 

PLACED UPON LAND VALUES, W*RSPKCTIV* 
OP IMPROVEMENTS, THE SCHEME OP TAXA- 
TION WOULD BE SO SIMPLE AND CLEAR, AND 
PUBLIC ATTENTION WOULD BE SO D1RBCTBI1 
TO IT THAT THE VALUATION OK TAXATION 
COULD AND WOULD BE MADE WITH THE SAME 
CERTAINTY THAT A REAL ESTATE AGENT 
CAN DETERMINE TUB PRTCE A SELLER CAN 
GET FOR A LOT." 

AH the cities of the Province of Britisii 
Columbia of any size now exempt improve- 
ments from taxation, and the rural muni- 
cipalities are rapidly following. Jfefeg 
that a majority of the population of the 
Province have declared with a rare ■ 
pbasis when put to the test in favor of 
Jttfctag municipal revenues by a tax on 
[ad values makes it certain that shrewd 
politicians will soon mafcc that an issue m 
Provincial politics, and when that » done. 
e Z vest £ of tax on industry will be 
^ept away, except the custom and excise 
duties levied by the Dominion. 

There is already a civic pride aroused 
in V nco ver andUurbs that is destined 
to make it one of the most beautiful A 
n The world, and to do this its citizens 
Sill be compelled to absorb a fcW*» 
of the unearned incrcmen . It »™W 
impossible for the pen to give a conception 
rf the wonderful transformation goN ! «J 
here To the writer, a veteran of the Givib 
War it seems a, though he were in th^ 
Advance of an army in the •**£"£ 
paign where constant cannonading was the 
Lstiroe Until this land boom- struck 
Ccouver no effort was made to clear off 
even the outskirts of the city m its limited 



area of RH square miles. The entire tub. 
urban districts remained a dense forest 
with the stumps of the giant trees that had 
been transformed into lumber still remain- 
in R . requiring dynamite and gunpowder 
to loosen their foothold upon mother earth 
Streets are being lined with magnificent 
mansions where there is no vestige of 
pavement or sidewalk, simply because the 
demand for streets and pavements is so 
great that it is impossible to cover the 
ground. Men are being added to the street 
Lee as rapidly as they can be emulated 
in fact, faster than economical results 
would warrant. 

Itis most wonderful, the faith thatevcry- 
body here has in the future of the city. 
Not bywords merely,but by the subs antral 
character of all the buildings ercc ed, both 
residential and office. I must confess I felt 
despondent the first week I spent &£>£«• 
place seemed to me to be so remote from 
civilisation, so lacking in all those elements 
that makes a city a desirable place to live 
in But it all seems different now, chiefly 
I presume, because as I carried on my in- 
vestigations I caught a clearer vision of the 

effect that the progress ***"£ J 
ot this maritime metropolis of J*** ™ 
Canada would have on all *&f **J « 
first 1 was depressed because feared at 
land values were being inflate. W* » > . 
that there might result a J^-^E 
iin d old methods be resorted to to ra..» n 

ermes. Hut what H^/fX^l7« 
when scoluug the Truth which I* *-M^ 

would follow no matter where ii w ■ 
think I see more clearly tui»?. " ,c . 

u, on a man for doing a useful, helpful thing 
riVennitting another to gf «- jt-fl 

engaging m useful ^dmtry. _ 

tion of ^TSS^m^SS^ 
never again be reverted to as a vc 
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policy. Perhaps I should state here what 
the reader may not quite grasp from what 
has been written on the system of taxation 
in municipalities here. 

It is possible "^ the Council to levy a 
tax on improvements next year. Each 
year the Council of Vancouver determines 
how much revenue shall be raised, what the 
rate shall be and whether it shall be levied 
on land values alone, or on land and im- 
provements. The Mayor and Council arc 
elected each year, and immediately after 
coming into power they consider the re- 
venue question. The council is limited 
in rate to one and one-third per cent, except 
for interest on debentures, the sinking fund 
and school purposes. So it may be possible 
for some Council to reverse the policy of 
exempting improvements from taxation, 
but the people can right it at the next 
election. 'Since 1908 when the 75 per cent, 
exemption first took effect the net rate 
each year has been two per cent-, increased 
revenue having come Irom the increased 
value on the assessment rolls. There is a 
wide margin yet between the assessed 
value and selling value of land, but I be- 
lieve it is a wise policy to increase the value 
on the assessment rolls gradually. Some 
instances may be given to show how these^ 
"*""■>«. lues are advanced. 

At the intersection of Granville and 
Cordova Streets are two lots used for bill 
boards signs. These signs arc about the 
first vision one has on stepping out of the' 
C. P. R. depot, as the two lots are directly 
opposite. In 1909 they were assessed at 
$28,000, in 1910, at $45,000; 1911 at 
$50,250. The next six contiguous lots are 
assessed at the same value, each; 1909, 
at $10,400; 1910, at $13,000; 1011, at 
$10,250. The two corner lots at Seymour 
and Cordova Streets were assessed in 
1909, at $24,500; 1910, at $34,750; 1911, 
at $43,450. The other half of .this block 
facing on Hastings Street is the most 
valuable business property in the City, 
commanding the highest rents. The corner 
of Granville and Hastings is the most 
desirable site in the City. The two corner 
lots, 52 by 120 feet, were assessed for the 
three last years as follows: 1909, at $86,- 
000; 1910, at $117,000; 1011, at $146,250; 
or $2,812.50 per front foot. This is the 



highest valued property on the assessment 

rolls. , .. 

At the corner of Seymour and Hastings 
in the same block, three lots arc aEMWd 
together as follows: in 1909. at *1".|W; 
1910, at $144,300; 1911. at $180,375. The 
intervening lots, on this block are each 
valued as follows: 1909. at $33,800; 1910, 
at $40,300; 1911, at $50,375. These lots 
are in great demand for retail business and 
readily command a front foot rental of $2o. 
per month for the ground floor. 

At the corner of Dunsmuir and Richards 
Streets are four lots, 25 by 120 each 
facing on Richards, occupied by a church 
fronting on Dunsmuir Street. This church 
land was assessed as follows: 1909, at 
$16,400; 1910, at $29,000; 1911, at $36- 
225 In 1909 the Church paid into the City 
Treasury $328.00; the next year this was 
increased to $580.00, and the following 
year $724.50. The church edifice is assessed 

at $54,000. 

Directly across Richards Street from the 
church is the Dunsmuir Hotel, also occupy- 
ing four lots, 25 x 100 feet each, facing 
on Richards Street. These lots were 
assessed as follows: 1909, at, $17,400, 1910, 
at, $32,000; 1011. at $40,1)00; these four 
lots were purchased in-1904 for $28,000 by 
the present proprietors, David Gibb & Son, 
who erected the hotel which is assessed at 
$110,000. Two years ago Mr. Gibb pur- 
chnscd five lots, each 25 x 120 feet, facing 
on Seymour Street. These five lots ex- 
tend 120 feet on Dunsmuir Street separated 
from the hotel by an alley. They are 
vacant, not even ornamented with sign 
boards. They are assessed as follows : 1909, 
at $23,500; 1910, at $40,500; 1911, at 
$58,125; Mr. Gibb would not disclose the 
purchase price, but tells me they were 
worth $135,000 when he purchased them 
and now $230,000 would not buy them. 
Mr. Gibb gave me a brief history of two 
lots at the southwest corner of Dunsmuir 
and Seymour Streets directly across the way 
from the vacant lots described. Gibb and 
Son purchased them in December 1910, 
paying $85,000 for them. Three weeks 
and a day later they sold them for $1 10,000. 
Three weeks later the purchaser sold them 
for $125,000; the present owner is holding 
them at $140,000. They are covered by 
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a frame livery barn which is assessed at 
15,(100. The lots are assessed for 1011, at 
S3J, 250. 

A lot east of Main street, on Harris street, 
(No. 221) 25 feet by 120 feet, on which a 
three story brick building was erected in 
1900 at a cost approximating $10,000, 
was purchased in 1010 for $20,500. Since 
then the present owner has refused $32,000. 
The lot is assessed at $7,200. 

A lot on the opposite of the street (232 
Harris) of the same dimensions with an 
antiquated frame house, bringing a rental 
of $35. a month, was sold in 1908 for $4,400. 
The present owner has it on the market 
at $24,000. It is assessed at $7,200. 

A similar lot on the same street (No. 262 
Harris) with two cottages, one on the front 
and the other on the rear, the joint monthly 
rental being $45, was sold less than four 
years ago for $4,500. The present owner 
is asking $21,000. Its assessed value ex- 
clusive of the cottages is $7,200. 

A vacant lot in a new district (413 Bar- 
nard street) where there were no street 
improvements, with an assessed value for 
1011 of $2,250 was sold September 26, 1910 
for $0,000; two months later, November 26, 
it was again sold for $10,500. The present 
owner refused an offer of $12,000. 

A lot 25 by 120 feet in dimension (807 
Prior street) six or eight blocks east of 
Main street, in proximity to the site of the 
proposed new Great Northern depot, was 
bought January 20, 10 10 for $0,000; a year 
later, January 101 1, it sold for $0,000. Its 
assessed value is $1,200. 

A lot nt 641 Main street, (formerly 
known as Westminster Avenue,) covered 
by a frame structure used as a restaurant, 
and rooming house, 25 by 140 feet, was 
purchased December 2, 1000 for $31,000. 
It again changed ownership on February 
23, 1010, the purchase price being $37,500. 
A proffer of $45,000. has been refused by 
the present owner. The lot is assessed at 
a valuation of $20,300. 

The site at the New Avenue Theatre, 
with a frontage of 57 feet on Main street 
(formerly Westminster avenue,) a depth of 
120 feet on Harris street, is assessed at 
$46,000. The owner of this site, a German 
baron by the name of Steudenfard, leased 
it to a Chinaman by the name of Sam Kee, 



(a wealthy merchant, an exporter ;im1 
importer, and owner of property in Van- 
couver, and also in China), for 40 yr'irs 
with the privilege of purchasing at a stip- 
ulated price, Another young Chinaman, 
Paul G. Jung, has sublet the site from Sam 
Kee for 15 years. Jung came to Van- 
couver two years ago from New York City 
and has cast his fortune with the metro- 
polis of British Columbia. 

Two lots at 516-18 Main street,_with 
a frontage of 50 feet and 120 feet i/ jpth, 
were purchased in 1006 for $28,000. On 
June 13, 1010, these lots changed hands, 
the purchaser paying $1 1 0,000. The owner 
is holding the property at $150,000. The 
same improvements were on the lots at 
first sale as at present. The lots exclusive 
of improvements are assessed at $50,250. 
Two lots (328-30 East Hastings street) 
on which were two modest dwellings, were 
mortgaged in 1004 for $1,600. The owner, 
a man by the name of McDonald, who had 
returned to his farmer home in Nova Scotia, 
placed the property on the market, but did 
not receive an offer equal to the mortgage. 
He had become delinquent in paying inter- 
est and the mortgagee through negligence 
had failed to record the mortgage. In 1010 
McDonald returned to Vancouver, and 
was very much surprised to receive an 
offer of $55,000 for this property. He 
readily accepted the offer, the tr.'inwution 
being effected June 20. 10H». The a-c- id 
value <.f tlu-s-c two Inf. (or I'.Ml i- !JJ. '•<'<). 
The properly is nil life market M $7.\'K>. 
Two lots at the corner «'f Main ni.d Trior 
streets, nil x 1 20 feet in dimension, covered 
only by shacks, were purchased April 0, 
1000 for $.-,0,000., a cash payment of 
810,000 being made, My informant, one 
of the most prominent reul estate men and 
financiers of Vancouver, tells me that this 
property would readily bring $150,000. 
Its assessed value is $41,250. 

The site at 040 Main street, with a 
frontage of 25 feet and a depth of 120 feet, 
was purchased by two men in August. 
1000, for $15,500. In January, 101 1 , in a 
division of property the present owner 
allowed his partner in the enterprise 
$25,000. for his one-half interest and haa 
the property on the market now at $<»0.000. 
Its assessed value for 191 i is $15,025. The 
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buildings on the site arc of little value. 
In 1003 four lots with a frontage of 100 
feet on Main street (830-30) -were purchased 
by a laboring man for 5375. each. The 
buildings on these lots yield him a monthly 
rental of $100. He was offered $80,000 for 
the property on the 15th of January, 1911, 
■which he refused, and he confidently ex- 
presses himself that he will readily realize 
$ 100,000. before the end of the year. 
The assessed value of the four lots is 
$23,800. 

Three lots, with a frontage of 78 feet and 
depth of 120 feet, situated at the corner of 
Cordova street and Granville, in close prox- 
imity to the Canadian Pacific Railroad 
station and the post office, were purchased 
in October, 1908 for S70.000. November 1, 
1009 they changed ownership, the former 
purchaser netting $50,000. profit after hold- 
ing them a few days beyond a year. In 
July, 1910 some European capitalists pur- 
chased this property for SI 70.000, allowing 
the lost purchaser to realize another profit 
of 150,000. artcr holding it less than eight 
months. The present owners are holding 
this property at &300.000. Its assessed 
value for 1911 is $72,500. These lots are 
vacant, except for bill boards. 

The site at 541-43 Granville street, 50 
- fnet frontage extending to the rear 1 20 feet, 
on which there arc two small houses, was 
sold July 1906 for $0,575. A little over 
two years afterwards, November 1908, it 
was sold for $10,500. On March 15, 1911, 
the present owner refused an offer of 
$100,000, $30,000. cash being tendered, the 
balance to be paid in two equal annual 
installments. The owner is holding it at 
$110,000. Its assessed value for 1911 is 
$33,750. 

Two lots on Main street, south of False 
Creek, in what is known as the Mt. Pleasant 
district, with a frontage of 44 feet on Main 
street, running back 120 feet, were pur- 
chased in November 1908 for $10,250. 
The owner is holding them at $100,000,, 
having refused an offer of $75,000. in Feb- 
ruary last. The assessed value for 1911 is 
$25,625. 

The site of Holden Building at Nos. 12 
and 14 Hastings street, East, with a fron- 
tage of 50 feet and depth of 120 feet, was 
sold in November 1908 for $55,000. In 



1909 the present owner, William lh>l<kn. 
purchased it for $97,500. In January 1910 
he refused an offer of $200,000. Since then 
he has erected a ten story and basement 
office building of steel and re-enforced 
concrete, with brick facing, one of the 
substantial business buildings of the city. 
The assessed value of this site for which 
$200,000. was refused is $08,750. 

The site of the Dominion Trust Building 
shown on another page and situated at 
the intersection of Hastings and Cambie 
Streets, covering three lots and 25 feet 
each of two others, is assessed at 8197,000. 
The two principal retail business streets 
of Vancouver are Granville and Hastings, 
the former extending north and south and 
the latter east and west. The post office 
is situated at the intersection of these 
streets on the north-west corner. At 
the north end of Granville Street, 
overlooking Burrard Inlet, is the Can- 
adian Pacific Railway depot, with the 
wharfs from which magnificent steamers of 
this wealthiest railway system of the 
Western Continent ply the Pacific in every 
direction. It is at the intersection of these 
two streets where land values are most 
stable. The block on the north side of 
Hastings Street between Granville and 
Seymour (the latter being the first street 
east of Granville) consists of ten lots, each 
with a frontage of 20 feet and 120 feet in 
depth. The assessed value for 1911 of these 
ten lots average $2,225 per frontage foot, 
the aggregate value being $578,500. The 
first two lots at the comer of Granville 
are assessed at $2,812.50 per frontage foot 
and the two lots at the corner of Seymour 
Street at a value of $2,500, frontage foot, 
while the intervening lots are attested at a 
valuation, foot frontage, of SI, 937.50. *?\ 
The site of the Winch Building, which 
adjourns the post office to the west, ex- 
tending to Howe Street, with a frontage 
of 100 feet on Hastings Street and 120 feet 
on Howe Street, is assesed at $802.50 per 
frontage foot. 

Immediately opposite the Winch Build- 
ing on Hastings Street is the newly finished 
magnificent office structure, the Pacific 
Building, the assessed value of which at 
its completion is $175,000. The site of the 
Pacific Bidding comprises three lots, with 
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a (rentage of 75 feet on Hastings and 120 
feet on Howe. The assessed valuation 
of the site is $77,500-a frontage valuation 
per foot of $1,033.33. The adjoining Zo 
Ieet frontage on Hastings -tending to 
the rear 120 feet, is assessed at H*** 
or at a foot frontage valuation of $«0U 
The next lot east, towards Granville Street, 
is assessed at $23,125. an increase of WW 
in value per foot frontage, and the next 
contiguous lot at $23,750, a frontage valua- 
tion of WW, per foot. The next contiguous 
lot is assessed at 324,375, an increase of 
frontage valuation of $25 per foot as each 
lot conies closer to Granville Street. This 
last lot is the site of Leonard's Restaurant, 
a popular eating place, the assessed valua- 
tion of the l.uilding being Si, 500. 

The next three lots extending £&■*> 
ville Street, are the site of the Williams 
Block, with its entrance on Granville 
Street This site has an assessed valuation 
of $153,250. a frontage valuation on Hast- 
ings Street of $2,043.33. On the south side 
Of this same block, the first five lots, in- 
cluding the corner lot at Granville and 
Pender Streets, with a frontage of 125 feet 
on Pendar and 120 on Granville, (the site 
of the Fairfield Building) are assessed at 
1181.250, a frontage valuation on 1 enocr 
Street of Sl.450 per foot ™«« ,otR * 
the northwest corner of Granville and 
Georgia Streets, directly opposite the H«tc 
Vancouver on Georgia Street, arc ns^cd 
at $84,375, or at $1,125 per fronts foot 
on Granville Street. On the <wo** ££ 
of Granville Street, and d.ugonn ly across 
The intersection of Granville and Georgia 

Site of this store covers five lots, each 2o 
et by 120 feet, with an ■«£«.*« 
facing on Granville Street, making a tota 
n /age on Granville Street of 120 feet 
with a depth of 120 feet on Georgia St ee 
The site valuation as assessed for 011 is 
$216,875, a foot frontage valuation of 
$1,721.23. The building covering this site 
»s 'assessed at $70,000. 

Two lots on the opposite side o ^Gc«g» 
Street, the southeast comer of Granvdle 



SI 750, per front foot. This site is used by 
the Hudson's Bay Co. as a liquor st»rc. 
The Hudson's Bay Co. owns four vtu'Airt 
lota in rear of its general store facing on 
Seymour Street 100 feet and 120 feet on 
Georgia Street. The assessed valuation of 
Secant lots, is $56,625 The first 
two comer lots being assessed at 131,875 
and the two inside lots at $23,750. 

That the foregoing arc by no means 
isolated illustration of land values mtfus 



isolated liiubwi*""" .-. — . ,-< 

section of the city numerous other i£ M9 
would show. Two blocks east of this site 
at the north east corner of Dunsmmr and 
Homer Streets, three lots lAta M .#** 
75 feet by .00, -ere sold f*&J*> l *P 
for $100,000. The assessed value of the 
buildings on this site in $5,800; the „te value 
\S jessed at $27,200. Directly opposite 
this property on the northwest corner of 
Dunsmuir and Homer Streets IE the site 
of the new Labor Temple in course of erec- 
tion the contract price of the structure, 

site of which was purchased in 1809 tar 
$7 500 It is held by a subsidiary orgamza- 
Sn Ider control of the Central Labor 
Council, while raising funds J****** 
erect the building. Tins property, (three 
lots) is assessed at $20,050. 

The owner of two lots at the north west 

corner of Dunsmuir and Richards Street*. 

"latter running parallel with »Q 

Street "tie Mttk «*. ■"*' |B ? ■ f^Z 

i ,Ue ita. Dun:- ir »^«^ 

Z Viler nl UtfWKW during the latter ^ 

aRC of SO feet on Duusunur fetrcU WJJ * 
deoth of 120 feet, and arc assessed for 1011 
at*a valuation of $2.,125. The Senior Mr. 

^^^aS-^^^K 

of Granville and Nelson Streets, six blocks 
£STS Hastings Street with Mm 
oi 70 feet on Granville Street and 120 M 
on Nelson, were sold in August 000 for 
$75 000; eight months later. A^ "»Ufc 
Jhey were sold for $115,000. They are 
assessed for 1011 at $03,125. 
"S Ms situated at the northeast corn 
n t rprrfirla. and Homer Streets, three blocKs 

The fin* two corn* lotfl l» Match im 
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at $18,000 the adjoining **£**£.* ™™' 

at 117,600. the total being ^,m ^ 
were sold in February, 1910, for $50£00. 
Thcyhavefivehousesonthemwithanaggre- 

gate assessed value of $3,500; the assessed 
site valuation is $25,300. 

St. Ann's Academy owns «evenlote«i 
Homer and Dunsmuir Streets, 25 x 120 
each and one 23 x 120 feet, a ^frontage 
o£ 198 feet, and 120 feet in depth. The 
Academy covers part of three lots, the 
exact area being 6,859 square feet. In 
assessing this property 25 per cent beyond 
the actual area covered is added to the 
exempt area. This makes the total area 
o£ the three lots exempt from taxation 
8 574 square feet, leaving an area of 4J6 
square feet subject to taxation The 
assessed value of this 42G square feet is 
$1 215; the 23 feet frontage lot is assessed 
at $5,225, and each of the other four 25 
feet frontage lots at $5,625; making the 
total assessed valuation of the land subject 
to taxation owned by the Academy, al- 
though contiguous to the site, $28,940. 

The certainty of increasing values of the 
site locations on Granville Street south of 
Hastings Street, has caused few transfers 
of property in this section However an 
approximation can be made of the selling 
^^l„e of this property by comparing it- 
with Seymour Street property assessment 
valuations on which transfers have been 
more frequent. The site of the Bank of 
Montreal at the north-east corner of Gran- 
ville and Dunsmuir Streets has an assessed 
valuation of $140,750. This site comprises 
three lots with 120 feet frontage on Duns- 
muir Street, and 75 feet on Granville. The 
contiguous lots to the east have the same 
area; viz: 120 feet frontage on Dunsmuir 
Street and 75 feet on Seymour. The as- 
sessed valuation of the latter site is $51,875. 
The Assessment Commissioner whose func- 
tion requires him to give careful attention 
to values, gives it as his judgment that 
values on Granville Street are 271 per cent, 
greater than on Seymour Street at these 
locations. A concrete illustration has been 
given of the selling value of laud on the 
opposite side of Dunsmuir Street at the 
corner of Seymour, which indicates the 
selling value of land at the corner of Sey- 
mour and Dunsmuir at •2,600 per front 



foot- the assessment commissioners ratio 
of difference would make the selling value 
of the corner of Granville and Dunsmuir 
corner at $0,775 per front foot. 

At the intersection of Hastings and Main 
Streets, about a half mile cast of Granville 
Street, a lot containing a three story ««« 
basement brick building with an assessed 
valuation of $16,000. with a frontage of 33 
feet on Main Street, was sold mM^h, 
1907 for $47,000. In August, 1909. this 
property changed hands, the purchaser 
paying $100,000. Six months la tcr, 
February, 1910. he sold it for $125,000 
The site is assessed at a valuation of 

$59,375. , ,. 

Two lots between Cambie and Homer 
Streets, with a frontage of 52 feet on Hast- 
ings Street and 120 feet in depth, about 
midway between Granville and Main 
Streets, with a two story and basement 
building, the assessed valuation of which is 
$16,000, were purchased in September. 
1905, for $66,000. In February, 1909. this 
property changed owners for the considera- 
tion of $110,000. In November. 1910, the 
present owner refused a definite offer of 
$1G5,000. The assessed valuation ot the 
site ' is $93,750. 

The Elyium Hotel, situated four blocks 
west of Granville Street on Pender, the 
first street south of Hastings Street, was 
purchased in October, 1910, for $155,000. 
It is a new structure, comprising 97 rooms, 
the site having a frontage of 132 feet on 
Pender Street and a depth of 190 feet. 
The owner refused an offer of $225,000 in 
March, 1911. The hotel is assessed at 
$95,000; the site at $11,900. 

The most desirable residence section of 
Vancouver within the City limits, is in the 
west end, near English Bay, beyond which 
is Stanley Park. Residence lots in this 
section have an assessed valuation ranging 
from $00 to nearly $100, per front foot. 
These lots have a frontage of OG feet and a 
depth of 120 feet. A lot on Beach Avenue, 
overlooking the Bay, with no intervening 
obstructions is assessed at $7,500; the 
assessed value of the residence is $6,500. 
A residence on Davie Street is assessed 
at $6,600, while the grounds embracing 
five* lota has an assessed valuation of 
$31,875. A residence lot, fronting 50 feet 
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on 12th Avenue and 125 feet on Fir Street, 
was purchased in 19U0> for $2,150, It cost 
£50.00 to clear it. The owner erected a 
dwelling at a cost of £2,500 on the area. 
He assures me that he could sell it for 
$5,500. and move the house off. He lias 
contracted for the building of an apartment 
house on the front of the lot. The lot is 
assessed at Si, 500, the contiguous lot of 
the same area is assessed at 51,200. No 
sewers, pavements or sidewalks are in 
these streets at this point. The corner lot 
in the same block facing on Uth Avenue 
along Fir Street is assessed at $1,375, the 
next five contiguous lots at SI, 100 each. 
The cast side of this block faces on Gran- 
ville Street, and here the lots are 27 x 120 
in dimensions, fronting on Granville. The 
first two lots at each corner arc assessed 
together at $6,250; the inside 27 feet lots, 
at $2,025. 

A lot was purchased in 1907, on Broad- 
way, on the Fairview Belt Line, a business 
street running parallel with 8th and 10th 
Avenues, between them, connecting Gran- 
ville and Main Streets, south of False Creek 
for $1,100.00. The owner has refused 
$10 000 for it, and is holding it at $15,000. 
It is assessed for 1911, at $3,000. In the 
Workingmen's Division put on the market 
in 1909, by the C. P. R. and sold on easy 
terms with certain restrictions and condi- 
tions.lots are assessed at $550; cornet "lots 
at $690. It is the policy of the C. P. R. to 
require the purchaser to improve and build 
on the lots they sell within a given time,, 
They reserve a certain number of lots in 
each block, knowing that the improvements 
will enhance the value of the lots reserved./ 
The assessment values given here are 
taken from the assessor's books and are 
authentic; The information as to the sale 
of lots and prices thereof unless otherwise 
stated, was derived from the most reputable 
firms engaged in the real estate business in 
Vancouver; not from memory, but by 
referring to books where sales were re- 
corded I was informed in the assessors 
office in Los Angeles County that you 
could not even depend on the recorded 
price of realty sales, as it was customary 
there for the vendor and purchaser to agree 
on a fictitious price to be recorded, to assist 
In bulling the market. My investigation 



was careful, and while errors of statement 
may have been made, or may have been 
misunderstood, I am confidenfthe reports 
as given are as accurate an index of values 
as can be made. 



AN INTERVIEW WITH VAN- 
"COUVER'S MAYOR. 



EVIDENCE THAT HE THOROUGHLY COMPRE- 
HENDS THE PHILOSOPHY OF HENRY 
GEORGE AND BELIEVES IN MAKING A 
PRACTICAL APPLICATION OP IT. 



(For the Review.) 

By Luther S. Dickey. 

It is evident that Mayor Taylor has a 
pretty thorough grasp of the philosophy 
of Henry George as is indicated in n^^at 
interview 1 had with him. 

"While there may be some danger of over 
speculation, in Vancouver." he said, "I 
do not think there is any cause for alarm 
at this tendency. Speculation in Vancouver 
has reached its height and at the present 
time very little property is charging hands 
for purposes other than for building and 
'improving, most of the prop.-riy being 
purchased by people drajratts of KttflHf 
homes for themselves. 

"Suburban pfugHfrty. >" yu n ° ,1,M|1 ' 1 lmr * 
observed, i, very Mgh, 1»« «** "■ no 
indin.ti.ms of a tendency to unload at a 
concession of the original purchase price. 
"Mr Joseph Fcls, while here, suggested 
that there should be a general agitation 
made for public improvements, such as 
better streets, improved street car facilities, 
and other improvements of like nature, 
with a view to raising the present tax rate 
of 2 per cent. It will be quite a number of 
years before the street car service can be 
taken under municipal control as the exist- 
ing agreement with the traction company 
does not expire until 1918, and negotiations 
arc now pending for an extension of the 
company's franchise. 

"In regard to street improvements, ana 
other public works, they are being projected 
at a more rapid rate, and on a much larger 
■cale. than ever before, and at the present 
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time practically all the available laborers 
who can be handled are being employed 
by the city. The pay rolls for the past 
two months were the largest in the history 
ol Vancouver and shortly when operations 
arc in full blast, we expect to be employing 
four or five thousand men on public im- 
provement work, as against three thousand 
men last year. 

While I thoroughly believe in Henry 
George's theory oE taxing laud values, at 
the same time I am urging the policy of 
gradually educating the people in the same 
manner as the abolition of the tax on 
improvements was effected. The situation 
in Vancouver is most probable unique 
There are so many lines of railroads headed 
for the Terminal City that there can be no 
great reaction until their completion, which 
will not be before five or six years at the 
least. Then one has to consider the dor- 
mant stores of natural resources, some of 
them as yet practically untouched. These 
are bound to contribute in no small measure 
to the future development of this city, as 
Vancouver is acknowledged to be the 
financial centre of the Province of British 
Columbia, and consequently promoters of 
large enterprises must perforce come here; 
and also send most of their products as 
* w e ti as obtain their supplies. 

"Recently the City Council appointed a 
special commission to revise the assessment 
rolls, and the members have been instructed 
to place their assessment at practically the 
market value of the land, By so doing 
the revenue next year will be greatly in- 
creased and the City will be able to project 
public improvement work on a much larger 
scale than they were able to do this year. 
It is estimated that by raising the assess- 
ment the City's borrowing power will be 
increased by between five and six million 
dollars, as compared with the increase in 
the borrowing power for the years 1011 
and 1910, which was only four millions. 
- This indicates our policy of expansion, and 
I assure you it is our intention to expand 
as much as possible each year along the 
same line. Naturally, the interest on the 
sinking fund will cause an increase in the 
rate of taxation, I have no fears whatever 
that Vancouver's prosperity will come to a 



sudden collapse through inflated land 

values." ■ 

At the conclusion of the interview. Mayor 
Taylor reverted to Provincial affairs, say- 
ing "I have no doubt that in the very near 
future the Province of British Columbia 
will follow in the footsteps of Vancouver 
and derive its entire revenue by a Single 
Tax on the natural resources of the Prov- 
ince, and absolutely and entirely abolish 
the poll tax, personal property tax, the 
tax oh improvements and buildings on 
land and on incomes below *r,,()00. It 
might be wise to continue this tax for a 
time on exceptionally large incomes, but it 
will ultimately have to go." 

In making this last reservation as to in- 
comes the Mayor was no doubt speaking 
rather as a politician than as an economist, 
for immediately following this statement 
he continued: "If I were to enter into Pro- 
vincial politics I WOttld make the taxation 
of the natural resources of the Province, 
and the abolition of all other taxes.— save 
that of excessive incomes.— the cardinal 
issue I would advocate having a complete 
survey of the lands of the Province into 
small holdings— from 25 to 100 acres— and 
assist in settling the country by using the 
millions of dollars now lying dormant m 
the Provincial treasury in building trails, 
roads, etc.; 1 would advocate assisting 
settlers to establish homes by loaning them 
small sums from the Provincial treasury. 
There is no part of the Western continent 
which has such a wealth of undeveloped, 
yet undoubted natural resources as this 
Western maritime Province. It i» not only 
rich in materials with the most extensive 
coal deposits in the world, but it has many 
millions of acres of most excellent grain 
land, lands adapted to raising fruits, and 
cattle as well as grain, and I believe that 
it is the province of wise statesmanship to 
foster and encourage the pioneer settler in 
establishing a comfortable home, rather 
than subsidizing large corporations whose 
chief aim is to exploit the masses by levying 
tribute from them to the extent that they 
can bear. By establishing such a policy 
the population of this province would grow, 
as Vancouver has grown, and we would 
aoon demonstrate to the people of the 
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world that the only true policy of conserv- i 
ing the natural resources of a country is by 
making these resources contribute equally 
to all the people of the country in providing 
the revenue necessary to maintain the 
government in all its necessary and useful 
functions. The resources of this Province 
arc ample to maintain in comfort ten 
millions of people, and I predict that she 
■will Collow the lead of Vancouver— and 
that at no distant day— in the abolition of 
all taxes on industry, enterprise and thrift, 
and transfer the burdens of government to 
the natural resources of the Province, thus 
making her citizens equal heirs to the 
Creators free gift to all the children of 
men". 



HON. HENRY GEORGE, JR., IN VAN- 
COUVER. 



Henry George, Jr., while in Vancouver 
was interviewed by the News- Advertiser 
of that city. The interview is thus re- 
ported: 

In regard to Single Tax, Mr. George 
stated that it carried with it the considcra- 
tion of the tariff question, and of all matters 
of taxation and production. It meant one 
tax in lieu of many taxes wanted for 
revenue purposes, and fell upon land values, 
irrespective of improvements; that was, 
it meant the appropriation into the pub- 
lic treasury of the site value of the ground, 
which was entirely apart from any va ue 
given to the land by the laborer or the 
owner. The Single Tax_was a^means to 
transfer itlto-the-public treasury and 
thereby inleflect make society ttaLMmmon 

owner of theJAnd. 

Of course, said Mr. George, no trans- 
fer of actual titles or change of present 
tenancy was involved except such as 
followed the application of the tax upon the 
value of the holdings, less the value of any 
improvements whatsoever. As a matter 
of truth, the tax now existed, and was 
applied to ground values. What was re- 
quired in the case of Vancouver was that 
the full market value of the land should 
be made, for as taxation now existed it 
applied to seventy-five per cent, of the true 
value This assessment should be increased 



practically to one hundred per cent, nnd 
then .that, one hundred .per cent. slumliHie 
taxed so as to absorb into the public coffers 
practically the whole of the annual po- 
tential rent._ This took the kernel of the 
nut, 

If that were done, not only would all the 
present needs tor revenue be supplied, 
but a great surplus revenue would be 
furnished. In addition to this revenue 
result, laud speculation would be destroyed 
for no man would hold valuable land 
vacant for a rise in value if that value was 
to be taxed out of his hands into the public 
treasury. On the contrary, h^ would be 
penalised into using his land to its highest_ 
capacity and then re-leasing it to whoever 
would so use.it- M^ich valuable land g^A 
left out of use through, speculation would 
be thrown upon the market, and down 
Would go the general value, to the very 
great benefit of the community generally. 
' for it would mean opening natural oppor- 
tunities now held closed. 

\\'hat business sought was a minimum 
of las burdens. Vancouver had already 
removed all taxation Emm iroii*tiwilwt»U 
on taiirf, and rfimiW now faw« taxation 
upon ground values with the n.d o( »1>- 

IttiiMPfl revenue f.-r «Hms»Ni V*t\ -. WW 

the tqJMttHHg out of l.ir.d ,i--td;.nve 
YJkhm. British O.himhia vme.1i P'-tly 
claim to be. in the advance she has made 
along these lines, one of the most progres- 
sive countries in the world. He saluted her, 
and begged her to advance and lead further 
along the road or progress 

'•It may interest you to know? stated 
Mr. George, 'that I was elected last Novem- 
ber as a Single Tax free ^Democrat 
In the Seventeenth New York State district, 
receiving more than 2,200 majority oyer 
the gentleman who, in the preceding 
election, defeated the Democratic candi- 
date by more than 8,000. My opponent 
was Mr. William S. Bennett, a Republican 
who opposed reciprocity with Canada, and 
the day following introduced the resolution 
lor annexation. He was overwhelmingly 
repudiated, the resolution Mb« **»* 
diately referred to one of the standing 
committees, and was next day reported 
out of committee and indignantly and 
utterly discarded by a vote of ten to one. 
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See page 54 
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See "Single Tax Taylor," page 37 
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MANHATTAN CLUB'S JEFFERSON 
DINNER. 



NEWS— DOMESTIC. 



OREGON. 



The Manhattan Single Tax Club held its 
twenty- fifth annual celebration of the birth 
of Thomas Jefferson on April 15, at Reisen- 
weber's, this city. 

F. C. Leubitscher, president of the club, 
acted as toastmaster, and speeches were 
made by Richard George (Reminiscences of 
Tom L. Johnson), John S. Crosby, (Jeffer- 
son), John H. Adamson (The Evolution of 
Civic Righteousness), Mary Ware Dennett 
(The Ethics of the Single Tax), and Rev. 
John G. Hallemond (Our Brothers, the 
Driftwood of the Bowery). Miss Isabel 
Grace Colburn read the now well known 
poem by Edmund Vance Cooke, "The 
Passing of a Man," the striking lines that have 
the late Tom L. Johnson as their hero, 
Frances Van Veen, who possesses a beautiful 
soprano voice, delighted the guests with 
excellently rendered vocal selections. 

The speeches were all good, but that of 
Dr. Hallemond was a revelation. With 
rude, compelling power that produced a far 
greater impression than the graces of 
oratory might, he told the story of the 
Bowery mission and the tragedies woven of 
its sordid threads of life. The speech 
" brought home to those present a conscious- 
ness of the life that goes on in the under- 
world, in which this man moves and has his 
being. Dr. Hallemond is a Single Taxcr, 
too, a convert of James R. Brown, and so 
did not advance the work he is doing as a 
finality. In the process of making men over 
again — those whom our social life distorts 
in body, mind and soul — he recognized 
the greater problem that lies behind it all, 
and that the endeavor of men and women 
must be to make such work unnecessary. 
The message he brought was instinct with 
moral force and inspiration. 



The Fifth Annual Sociological Conference 
took place at Sagamore, Mass., on June 
28-30. 



Genuine competition is not to be had 
by forcing a corporation or a combination 
of corporations to dissolve. — -Portland 
(Oregon) Labor Press. 



As time goes on the discussion of taxation 
issues increases. W. S. U'Ren told the 
State Grange on the 13th of May that 
within the nextyear there would be awidcr 
and more thorough discussion of the 
question of taxation in Oregon than in the 
last forty years all put together. His mild 
remark caused all of them to sit up and 
take notice, for they know him well. He 
generally means a good deal more than he 
says. 

The State Grange is cordially hated by 
the political tricksters because it does 
things of a progressive nature. Many of 
them are well-to do and some are land 
speculators on a small scale, but they are 
honest. 

The press dispatch mis-represented the 
Grange grossly and deliberately. No re- 
solutions for the Single Tax were voted 
down, as alleged. Resolutions were passed 
unanimously urging the Granges, local and 
county, to carefully consider the questions 
and issues of taxation. The Grange 
Bulletin editor was instructed to devote 
space to these questions. All measures 
proposed by the legislature tending to take 
away from the people the power of taxa- 
tion, or to cripple the initiative, were 
condemned in a sweeping resolution that 
went through unanimously and with en- 
thusiasm. The question of Single Tax or of 
taxation was not debated, the idea being 
that by May 1912 everybody would know 
more about it. They will. 

The Oregon Single Taxers and others are 
formulating tax measures to be submitted. 
It takes time and care to form initiative 
measures that are operative, fundamental 
and acceptable. There will undoubtedly 
be submitted a very thorough county 
measure in several counties. There will 
probably be a state-wide measure drawn 
to exempt personal property and improve- 
ments to the extent of $3,000. I find this 
last quite acceptable to the farmers and 
Grangers. It may be reduced in amount, 
as some favor 11,500. 

The Yamhill Pomona (county) Grange 
recently passed resolutions favoring the 
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NEWS— FOREIGN. 

l enable taxation - «- Powe, J-* I^CmS 

I understand it has been taken over by the ^ vcryw bere described ns the great 

State Legislative committee to whip .mo ^^ Lloyd George has charge 

shape. The water P°»« « JT^ny of the BM which makes provision tor v- 
practically unassessed, and worth many ^ j^^ against Bicknesa and in- 

IST-m. Grange passed »*£- «„, against unemployment, 
against the to amendments of the beg.s [ong ond ^phcated. 
laturc. and it is in the part of Oregon where 1 he ^ covcrs 7g pa 
S heaviest votes have been gainst pro- I «* ^ .^ ^ 
gressive tax measures in the V™t. Insuvanc e sc l,eme has had so great a rcccp- 
% we can keep what taxing power we £"™ e ^ one (m1 s that the 
have in the hands of the people we will get J^JJ^ must )lave strengthened .to 
mote.-A. D. Cridoe. n in the countr)r through ***•* 
after having produced h>s ^Insurance 

NEWS-FOREIGN. ^™ ^IfcS showed a realised 

GREATBRITAIN. ."**■ £,f ^summary is from the 

During the past two ***£3*£ t^ for 191M2 was introduced 

been very little change in t be poht,ca> sit .a ™£ l^g Ge(jrgc .„ the House o( Com- 

(to. » anything I am inclined to thin* oy lts £elltttI « are: 

that the Government is stronger as a result mons y * „,». slight revision of 

o( recent legislation. For instance, the 1. ' „ uor licenses, and stamp duUes. 

Wds Veto Dill passed through its final the °ocoa l ^ j & ^m * 

stages in the House of Commons on Moo- •. W ^ toWl ln slx years of 

day night by tbe magnificent ™»>%f * e J r °j government to ™)«W. 

120 On Saturday. May Oth. at the F»» «"* ra ' „, n , cmbcrs ,,( Parliament 

Trade Hall, Manchester, the rrimc M.n.star I'S tfhwind !■* 

2 ited his first public ***»*£ t Ml ££» * the *•>* "T^jS 

General Election. H -as the kmd of P c ch , ^ ^ ^^^^ f „ r ,«,.« 

which is always well cate ulated o nsp r ',„„„„»: 

confidence; and, as T. P. O Connor sai £181.021,000. 

"that speech settled for ever the future of Kcvom « * , ()00 . 

JSff J"CS*5 <* 1= I Uoyd George anticipates a ■« 
ape.**-" ik practically » 7 1 j rt in the House of Lords, 

« particular enthusiasm, _lor >no ^ .. L an ^ Values. *«« 

haVe iS^^ciilyd^l^l*^^ versa. T«« *» ^ and aa Sing l fl 

mg^ures^eing-passecvvmy penaionBf discussions are very v* « having men 
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t proposing anything ^*»g J 
21 the work. Great credit * due to 
M* C Wedgwood for the pamstakmg 
3 Pr in vhich he watches the interests 

rr r c le ^Parl^nent where the tone 
and sentiment on Landlordism » bemg 
entirely changed. As our monthly journal 

**^XT4a easy to defend l«* 
lord^a^hlindustry-ofrent-collcctmg 

but now that defense can only > be made 
shamefacedly and with a good deal o ^ 
cuse and apology. This *4"»*"2 
in the tone of the debates when the Land 
tuition is being discussed is only - jecen 
development, but it will go on from strength 
to strength, as the more Radical mend ers 
are prepared to ignore party tl&s ^nen 
principles are at stake." United 

P The fourth Annual report of the United 
Conuuittee, which consists of 72 page, o 

Matter, has just been issued and » an m 
terestin- and encouraging document. 
Prom "we learn that " During the year the 
Conduce have published 2.200 00 sets 
of leaflets (equivalent to more than *>0. 

distributed in England, Scotland. ttaMJ 
and Ireland." At a meeting recently licia 
not far from here an old Yorkshtrcman 
having listened to a discussion »■*•«» 
. knaw nowt abart land valleys, but they 
must be summat in "em, for they dew mak 
[owk talk." Yes. the old man was right, 
-land valleys." as he called them, are 
making "fowk talk" and think, to a manner 
that is creating a great volume of sentiment 
for our proposals.-P. SkirkoW. 

VICTORIA. 

At last Victoria has made a step forward 
in the taxation of land values, and during 
laet month the whole State fatry seethed 
with the terms "capital value." valiw , ol 
improvements, "unimproved value; and 
throughout the whole of Australia those 
wori w^ more frequently used than ever 
before. 



This was due to the fact that in Victor* 
on he 20th December last the Land! a X 

Federal Acts'.— the Land Tex Act 

s"clU Tax upon unimproved value, 
and, incorporated witl, it. the Land Tax 

Assessment Act 1910, became law. 

The Victorian Act imposes a tax of one 
half penny in theponnd on the unmmroved 
tie o an land held hy any owner in excess 
^ two hundred and fifty pomnls. Fo 
° vc , y pound of unimproved value .n ex- 
ccTs of £250 the exemption drops •»««■* 
Tthar it disappears altogether fa ■*» 
owner ol land of unimproved value of £oOU. 
Undw the Act owners of land of an un.m- 

free from Income Tax In respect of all in 
eome Z, farm produce .£ **£** 
wool, meat, fruit, srain, etc.. with B»o 
Ttes' of income Tax *~r?*"f£ 
income from lands between £0,0110 ana 
rfi (100 of unimproved value. 
flfi Federal Acts were **#* *■ 
Fisher (Labor) Government, ttftd Wj 
W M Hughes was the Lloyd-George of the 
pjamentary struggle, and bore the brunt 
It, he contort 7 The Federal Aetsonly apply 
to owners of lands OS an *M« 
value of £5.000 in the aggregate, &» *- lie 
« rf owners who are not absentees au 

CNemption is allowed of ffifi* •***»!* 

of tax is defined as "For so much nf he 

taxable value as does ^5^jg*nS 
the rate of tax per pound sterling shall be 
one penny where the taxable values one 
°pound £fa« and shall increase „m form* 
with each increase of one pound stcrhng 
in the taxable value, in such manner that 
th e increment between a taxable n 
£15,000 and a taxable value of £U«0l 
shall be two pence;" and so on the mere- 
Inent for each increase of .* 5.0DC tbcnjgon. 
penny up to £75.000. Above #*g» ?" 
tax is sixpence in the pound. In the case 
3 absentee, there is no exemption and the 
rates are somewhat heavier. It is under- 
tood that the Federal Acts «Hl be tested 
?„ the Courts to decide whether they are 
constitutional. t , nn 

Though the Federal Acts are not id ac- 
cord with the views of Single Taxers who 
are opposed to exemptions and graduations 
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and to the discrimination against absentees, 
the passing of these Land Tax Acts marks 
great advance. The acts may be improved, 
but they will not be improved out of ex- 
istence, as to the general principle con- 
tained in them. 

Returns under both the Federal and State 
Acts had to be in by the 1st March and for 
five or six weeks prior to that date hundreds 
of questions bearing upon the returns were 
answered through the papers by the Com- 
missioners of Land Taxes. 

The Victorian Act was passed by the 
Murray Government of which the Hon. W. 
A. Watt, the Treasurer, is perhaps the most 
influential member by reason of his office 
and ability, and is one of the most progres- 
sive Apart from the exigencies of the 
financial position it is probably due to him 
that the State Land Tax Act has been 
passed, and he has given an earnest of 
further reform by publicly expressing his 
strong approval of rating reform and 
publicly stating that he felt certain, that, 
if a substantial body of municipalities asked 
for power to rate land values only, Parlia- 
ment would grant it. A circular has been 
sent by the Lilydalc Shire Council to other 
municipalities asking for support for rating 
reform and a number of Councils have al- 
ready expressed their approval. So that 
we now have some prospect of securing this 
belated reform.— A. C. Nichols, Eurora. 
Victoria." 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA NOTES. 



The subject of land values taxation has 
been much before the public during the 
oast year. Those responsible for raising 
public revenue, whether for local State or 
Federal purposes have turned their atten- 
tion to the perennial source, and have 
taken a few steps along the road to econo- 
mic freedom; and although yet a very 
lone way off from the Single lax goal, 
there are evidences that a further advance 
will be made in the near future, 

Dealing first with the broader aspect the 
year 191 i will be signalled by the imposition 
o£ a Federal Land Values Tax of Id. in the 
X, payable on all land over £5,000 rising 
progressively toU^ ™ £80.000 and to 6d. 



in the £ up to £100,000. Avowedly this 
was imposed for the purpose of breaking 
up the large estates and unlocking the land 
to labor, and to a certain extent the ten- 
dency is in that direction, although large 
land-owners arc combining throughout the 
Commonwealth to test the validity of the 
Act. The exemption of £5,000 and the 
fact of its being an additional tax, not a 
substitution, stultifies to a large extent the 
relief to labor that this large installment of 
land values taxation, if levied on Georgian 
lines, would have brought about. 

Regarding the State measure — In last 
year's Budget, the Treasurer stated that:— 
"The taxation proposals of the Govern- 
ment are designed to take the burden from 
industry and production and place it upon 
values created by the energy of the people 
and the expenditure of public money. It is 
manifestly unfair and against the interests 
of the State that the man who uses his land, 
who develops the capabilities of the soil, 
whose energy converts waste spaces i nto hab- 
itable and productive areas, should be 
penalised by oppressive and inquisitorial 
methods of taxation, while the speculator, 
who benefits from these pioneering efforts, 
and the value of whose land is equally 
enhanced by the railways with thai of the 
genuine laud user, Alwttfcl po lately **»*» 

taxation.- YVe Uurcf<,e l-ro- 

pose a remission r-f income on land ami pro- 
ducc of land. #'.11.00"; nfrlnfl c^Jfll**"* 
under income tax to £» pt-rannum.^ 7.- 
000; abolition of stamp receipt tnx,AU»- 
000; reduction of railway freights. &R&JO, 
Increment tax 20 per cent, on increment 
value, total £155.000. . * To make 
good the deficiency caused by these re- 
missions, and in order to allow for a reduc- 
tion in railway freights to an extent of 
£67 000, 1 propose that the all-round land 
tax 'be increased by 0£ft. *» «*• *f*± 
The relief afforded the primary producer 
by the reduction of railway freight* .as 
well as by the increased road grant, which 
has been provided for upon the Estimates, 
and the remission of the income tax, will 
more than compensate the average land 
user for the extra tax on the unimproved 
value of his land. It must not be forgotten 
that one acre in King William Street » 
worth many thousands of acres of farming 
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land in the country, and that a large por- 
tion of the increased land values tax must 
fall upon city and suburban acres, country 
town lands, and rich pastoral areas, while 
the main relief afforded by the reduction 
of railway freights will go to the man upon 
the soil. Such a tax as I have proposed 
will bring into cultivation large tracts o£ 
land held under fee simple and under 
lease by speculators who are waiting for 
the pioneer to show what the country is 
capable of producing. It will add largely 
to the railway revenue, and so stimulate 
production and increase demand for com- 
modities by settling people genuinely upon 
the soil that trade must increase and the 
conditions of the general worker be im- 
proved. This tax will realise £150,000. 
This would have brought the all round land 
tax up to lM d - m tIie £•" 

This Budget was, however, as well as the 
Abolition of Plural Voting Bill, and the 
Municipal Amendment Act thrown out 
by our local House of Lords, the Legisla- 
tive Council. The quinquennial Assess- 
ment of this State for 1910 with its sub- 
stantial increases have also brought the 
large landholders to the fore. They have 
been exceedingly active, and recently an 
influential deputation waited on the Com- 
missioner of Taxes and made a combined 
appeal against their increases. These are 
now being investigated. 

In connection with local rating the Rat- 
ing League held a vigorous Campaign at the 
close of the year and succeeded in gaining 
four more Municipalities to decide to ex- 
empt improvements from taxation and 
raise their local revenue from unimproved 
land values. Owing largely to the help of 
the Pels Fund, the Committees were able 
to circulate literature widely among the 
ratepayers, and in several ways do sound 
educational work. The success thus gained 
is proving a leaven in other Councils, 
several others having already decided to 
take polls on the question this year. 



last survivors of the Chartist cause. 

Mr. Harrower was born in 1821 in Alva, 
Scotland. His father was a woolen manu- 
facturer there and it was in his father's mills 
that he learned the business which he after- 
wards followed so successfully. He came 
to America in 1850. In the same year he 
married Janet, daughter of James Muir, 
Ayrshire, Scotland, who survives him at the 
age of D2. 

It is interesting to note that Mr. Harrower 
and his family suffered from their connec- 
tion with the Chartist cause and it was on 
that account they left England for America. 

Mr. Harrower lived to see many of the re- 
forms demanded by the Chartists esta- 
blished in the law and their land doctrines 
reduced from vagueness and indefiniter.ess 
to coherence and system, and slowly but 
surely mastering the world. 



DEATH OF DAVID HARROWER. 



David Harrower, of Wakefield, R. I. 
who died last month at a great age, was 
an^old time Single, Taxer and one of the 



Get together and circulate this issue of 
the Review. It is a telling propaganda 
document. 



Farmers appear to think that the main 
values of Portland consist of sky-scrapers. 
Show them the official figures that the sky- 
scrapers and all other improvements are 
only as one to four of land values and they 
begin to see why the big daily fights the 
Single Tax. 

—Portland (Oregon) Labor Press. 



Our readers are asked to note that this 
issue of the Review consists of 80 pages 
of reading matter in place of the usual 
sixty-four. This with the addition of six- 
teen pages of half-tones make ninety-six 
pages. The coming Edmonton Number 
will, we expect, contain the same number 
of pages as this issue. 



Three men go to the cities of Oregon to 
one who seeks the farms. The reason is 
that the speculative prices of the farm 
lands are far beyond their actual use 
value. Land near Beaverton selling at 
$650 an acre is not able to support men 
and pay interest on such figure. Men are 
living on such land but not from it. 

— Portland (Oregon) Labor Press. 
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TERMS AND METHODS IN THE LAND 
VALUES MOVEMENT.* 



* 



(For the Review.) 

By Johan Hansson, 

Some time ago there appeared in the 
Public, of Chicago, an article entitled "Un- 
earned Increment". It was with no little 
interest that I read it for I had expected 
to find some telling arguments against this 
"absurd and false phrase" — as it has been 



♦JohaN Hansson. the author of this contribution 
to the Rnviaw, is perhaps the most representative 
SinRl« Timer of Sweden, where he was born M 1S79. 
At twenty years of age while livinR In Denmark hi» 
attention wae attracted to the teachings or Henry 
George through the peruaual of newspaper clippings 
It was not lonj? nftcr that he accepted tham. 

In 1PM he translated "The Condition of Labor," 
and Use same year wrote a book "Prom Lordly 
Domain to Small Farms. 1 ' dealing with the condition . 
of agricultural estates in Sweden. In 1000 he pub- 
lished another work. Land Value Tax U Substitute 
for the Liquor Tax (this is the English transition 
of the title), which has been circulated among the 
temperance societies and translated into Danish, 

In 1000 Mr. Hansson visited Norway and Finland, 
prosecuting his inquiries in senrch or material for hil 
Kiciological studies nrd the books he has in contem- 
plation. In 1907 he visiled BngliUUh Scotland and 
Ireland on the same errand, and in the rail of the 
game year came to the United States, In the Spring 
of 1005 he went to New Zealand and Autiralin. where 
he spent about six months. J le collected nn immense 
amount of material Tor the works in which lit designs 
to present accurate and detailed observations of 
political and social conditions. At about fchfc time 
Speared hi, book. "War and the World Strife of 
Money." recently reviewed In those columns. 

Returning to Sweden Mr, Hansson was taken 
eeriously ill end was for several months confined to 
bis bed. His wife, an untiring hclprnnte In the splen- 
did work he is doing, wrote from dictation those ft- 
mils of observations which have found their way into 
the Swedish press, and into many leaflets and pam- 
phlets. In the Spring or 1910 he went to Italy In 
iearch of health and in the Fall of the same year 
to California. A work embodying his rwMches Into 
the history of wages and land values in many times 
and countries was published last year and will later 
be reviewed in the Bmota Tax Ruv.rw. Among the 
works he has in preparation is a book on New ilea, 
land; an Essay on the Evolution of Monopolies as 
wealed; by-Uniled States Laws; ( one relating to the 
necessity for the reconstruction of the economic and 
■Mill basis of life to Sweden; and a History of the 
Land Values Movement, for which he la still soliciting 
data from Single Taxen everywhere This la but Ji 
bore outline of the intellectual activities of the man 
who b doing to much lor thn cause in Scandinavian 
countries. 



termed by Land Values, the organ of our 
movement in England. But I was dis- 
appointed. The writer seems to realize 
that the term is not a good one, but seems 
also to believe that as it has grown popular 
it is better to accept than to reject it. 

With this I cannot agree. It is true 
that the phrase is known and used all over 
the world. In the Scandinavian language 
we have it verbally translated, and while 
the phrase may do something to attract 
attention to what land values reformers are 
after, it is also doing much to confuse 
thought. I once used the phrase myself 
but I do not use it now except to confute 
what it implies. Leading land values re- 
formers in Denmark take the same ground, 
objecting not only to the phrase but to 
what it conveys— viz, the special taxation 
of future land values. 

By "unearned increment" is meant un- 
earned increment in land values by persons 
■who favor land values taxation. Butper- 
sons who do not favor this reform take the 
question literally, and believe they find 
"unearned increment" everywhere— in 
prices of cotton, old wines, rare paintings, 
etc.; and they say if one kind of "unearned 
increment" should be taxed nil others 
should be taxed, too. And we timnot pre- 
vent this sort of argument from confuting 
public opinion especially if there who use 
it arc gifted with powers of debate. The 
term gives an excuse to legislators to 
oppose a much desired public reform on 
logical grounds. For it is true that there 
is to be found increments in value in many 
things besides land, increments which in ^ 
the hands of the owner may be called un- 
earned. Protective tariffs for instance, 
give "unearned increments." If one may 
justify taxation of a thing because an un- 
earned increment is attached to it, we 
might justify the taxation of businesses 
carried on under protection. 

Unearned increment or great riches no 
matter how they have fallen into the pos- 
session of the owners do not in themselves 
furnish a justification for any kind of taxa- 
tion. If I meet a man in the street who 
possesses unearned wealth I have no right 
to take it from him unless I can prove it 
belongs to me. Thus the state has no 
moral right to "-tax" aSytmng unless It can 
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be -proved that it is earned by the com- 
miinilv. KoU-in, not earned by the com- 
^^Sybelon^ to it. The phrase un- 
earned increment" is therefore misleading 
when used in justification for measures of 

taxation. , 

But that is not all. If we could get people 
to agree that the phrase is to be understood 
as unearned increment in land we are still 
on illogical grounds. The followers of 
Henry George do not admit that there is any 
such thing as privately owned land values. 
It is all community-made. But we cannot 
logically ^spcak Of^uncainccr increments 
wiUoutassunii.igthatthcrearecarned.ncre- 
nxentslrfknd. That is precisely what they 
mean who favor a' tax on the future 
capitalized sale value of land, but who are 
not in favor of the socialization of all land 
values. They believe that such land values 
as private persons have bought and paid 
for belong to the buyer; they can therefore 
quite logically from such premise speak 
of unearned increment in land values when 
we may not. For them there are also earned 
land values, or values which, justly belong 
to the individual owner. 

These distinctions I would make are 
not academic, nor of small practical im- 
portance. Carelessness in the choice of 
terms and methods of work have always 
worked harm to good causes. In Den- 
mark where the most successful work 
which has ever been carried on for our 
cause they are very careful in their choice 
of important terms. Every Henry George 
man knows how easy it is for the average 
man to misunderstand our aims, because 
some abstract thinking is necessary. It 
is therefore important that we use terms 
which will help people on the right course 
of reasoning and not away from it. For 
this reason I prefer the terms land values, 
or ground rent owners for land owners, 
land values reform instead of land reform, 
• land values duty instead of land values 
tax. These terms lead people directly to 
the centre of what we desire to achieve. 
For the term "community made," we have 
synonomous expressions in Denmark and 
Sweden. The term is a guide in itself and 
is as strong and forcible a phrase for pro- 
paganda as the "absurd and false" one 
we have discussed. 



A word as to this future increment tax^ 
There is a movement in its support 
in both Sweden and Denmark, and intne 
latter country is popular in certain oiTie.al 
circles. We make a grave mistake if we 
do not oppose it rigdily. All tone values 
have the same origin and are of the same 
nature; they should be treated equally. 
Further, this tax as it is applied "i certain 
German cities and now also by the Lng lisb 
government is of little or no social value. 
It will ^ da. much if anything to en- 
courage the better use of land And ,C it 
is made "an important annual tax (say 2 
or 3 per cent, charge on the future value 
of land) the social benefit will be largely 
limited to rapidly growing communities 
Communities that do not grow but on the 
contrary decline, certain rural communities 
for example, will not be reached by the 
increment tax and will receive no benefit 
from it. Such communities will indeed 
lose as population moves toward the 
favored district. And this migration of 
those seeking apportunities for their labor 
will to some extent at least neutralize the 
social benefits for the workers. 

Another reason for opposing the incre- 
ment tax is that if advocated alone and as a 
separate measure is to draw attention, 
away from the real reform— the uniform 
land value duty, which will cause idle land 
to be used everywhere. 

The reasons for opposition to the incre- 
ment tax may not appear so strong in the 
United States as they do in Sweden. But 
I believe I am right in saying that there 
is no real need for the followers of Henry 
George in America to favor any proposal 
for future income taxation. The German 
examples may look impressive _ through 
American newspaper glasses. It is a good 
thing to use community made values for 
commercial purposes, but much depends 
on how it is done. And in Germany it is 
done as badly as possible. Lloyd George 
is doing good work for the world, but the 
chief value of the Budget proposal is its 
land valuation system, and not his schemes 
of land value duties which should be 
avoided wherever possible. 

Much of the benefits of land values 
reform will depend on the methods used for 
their application. Much, too, on the use 
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of strict terms, used with definite, precise 
and unvarying meaning. I find my work 
in this country aided or retarded as the 
methods of those working elsewhere to 
the same end are in accordance with 
sound economics or the reverse. 
Stockholm, Sweden. 



ment, improved mtehods of assessment, etc. 
The Men and Methods also are often irrtt- 
tated by finding their plans [or exemption. 
for conservation and for improved systems 
prematurely and injuriously stamped as 
Single Tax.— Bolton Hall. 



MR. HALL SPEAKS A WORD OP 
WARNING. 



Editor Single Tax Review: 

It seems to me that the greatest danger 
of the land value taxation movement at 
present, is that the effect of our propaganda 
may be diverted to the extremely simple • 
and ineffective taking of a share of the iny 
crease in value of land in blocks by taxes/ 
levied , periodically or on transfer. 7* 

This is simply a method of public sharing 
in the profits of land speculation. It has 
the effect of making land speculation more 
risky, but in its most usual form, as practised 
in Germany, it forms a penalty on transfers. 
Nothing can now stop the tendency to- 
■wards appropriation by the people, of the 
increase of land values create'd by society; 
"but that appropriation is a very different 
thing from the socialization of land values 
by taking the rental value in taxes. 

The fact that in Germany and elsewhere 
taxes on increases or on transfers have pro- 
duced astonishing revenues, makes tins 
attractive to the Budget makers; butjbfi 
obj ect of r adical tax jcformcrsjs. notmcrcly 
™veuue^vitJim£]*xi^ 
a jfihe land ta-A li. the-poople_. 

To take future increase in value in taxes 
is an assertion, not of the right of the people 
to the use of the earth, but only to a part of 
the value which the people may create. 

This emphasizes the necessity for the two 
forms of propaganda, which we have not 
yet sufficiently harmonized; on the one 
hand the purely ethical doctrine of the right 
to the use of the earth and on the other, 
the most effective methods of getting it into 

operation. 

At present the workers in each field some- 
what antagonize each other: the ethical 
propagandist is disposed to be impatient of 
mere "Tax ReEorm" plans of separation of 
land and improvement values, full assess- 



THE GENESIS OF THE EXEMPTION 
FROM TAXATION OF IMPROVE- 
MENTS IN VANCOUVER. 



(For the Review.) 

By Luther S. Dickey. 

During my first two weeks stay in Van- 
couver I failed to discover any connection 
between the active propagandists or 
students of the philosophy of Henry George 
and the exemption from taxation of im- 
provements. I bad already inscribed on 
paper what I thought would be my final 
words on the phase of my investigation. 
They were as follows: "This action was 
not taken precipitately by the law-making 
body of Vancouver. It was not the work 
of Henry George theorists. If such were 
instrumental in inducing the law-making 
body of the City of Vancouver to take the 
first step in this experiment they did it so 
stealthily that they wM have great 
difficulty in getting credit for their ac ftivity 
if they should make such a claim. 1 naa 
relied on hearsay information which I had 
thought trustworthy. In an interview with 
Alderman W. C Morseby of the City of 
Victoria, B. C. Council, I learned that he 
had heard Louis F. Post, Editor of The 
Public, lecture on the Single Tax back in 
the early nineties; that he had read Pro- 
gress and Poverty and believed ,n its doe- 
trincs. I wrote to Mr. Post tehing him 
that I was unable to trace the Provincial 
legislation giving municipalities the power 
to exempt improvements from taxation to 
any connection with Single Tax propa- 
gandists. He replied that it was not sur- 
prising that I had failed to trace such con- 
nection as the Provincial law allowing dis- 
crimination in favor of i^«»«£ 
was a very old one and had been in force 
7"som%m e in some places, notably 
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Na^imo^l- he wa B first in this Province 

"just happen, on rny ^ 

^VSrS-5^ ™ imprevenent, 

lbiii unu.i-1 v isT 9 amend- 

Act of 1»"2; amendment of 1875H "« 

Tftf 1S73 and amendment ot 1Si4. 
ifnoitt r o l£ acts «p ffW #~ J 
«he Act in Sub-section (> ol section 

?*i «^ :*•* WJlS 

each year after final revision of iae JW» 
M a by-latf tor levying a rate on all the 
re 1 and pergonal property on the said 
Roll to p lovide [or all the nectary g 
penle, of said municipality, and aho or 
such sums of money ^Wj&«g*3| 

one year, one per cent, on the a««*d 
vahJthcreof." The "^^J^S. 
which extended and applied to ^ ana * 
2 all other municipalities, empowered 
the Councils in Cities to levy ***&* 
I serial rate upon unimproved lots, and 
tn township* to levy and collect a spcc.al 
rate on unimproved property. This is 
. defined in the following language, lor 
assessing and levying in the same manner, 
as taxes ate levied upon the real property 
to be benefited by the deepening or drain- 
ing, a special rate sufficient for the payment 
and cost and expense of such Opening 
and draining, and for so assessing and tog 
Ins the same as other taxes arc lcv^d by 
an assessment and rate on the real property 
so benefited * * * as nearly as may be 
to the benefit derived by each lot. or portion 
of lot * * *• Evef y incorporated 
municipality shall have power to pass by. 
Jaws for raising within the mumopahty, 
* * in addition to all other taxes, an an- 
' nual tax. not exceeding 5 cents per acre 
"on all wild land* * *V Wild land is 
denned as land with improvemnts of less 
than $2.50 per acre. l 

A 5 late Z September 14. 189., I find a 
by-law passed by the Naoaimo Council 






. ...iii^V\ reads as follows*. 
lor raisin* revenues "^> 'd and cheated 
«tta» slndl be n*ed. **** " As5iaB . 

limits ot the C.ty *S«™ , sscs , mC nt at its 
•*t2£Sra£3 he api-lscd 
C^ta C V. S tdeht«ro,, r ov- 

*££ .- »***322 th a Nanaimo 
of 1801. it is barely Q**^ B . 

S" rur!n« n icipnr,ty district A,, f , 5 t 
10U, 1801. and has never levied a tax on 

laws are a matter ol rccor 
indicate that «W***V»'?* ta ffi the 
date ot the ^-""f V '°" T ' k , y ;l rate 
language 0i the ">- 1 ^;« Uie t °, district 

SS :,"' inelndes ^ 

as follows: "Is hereby leved on all the 
taxable lands on the J passmen Rol o 
the District ot North Vancouver Db net 
tor the year 1003." The present cleric, 
l^t an exceptionally efiicien^ one- 

somewhat surprised when I called I *-■"» 
tlon to this, and assisted me to examine 
bTalsmcnt rolls. For the first gg - 
two after the or S anization ol the District 
we found no improvements entered on the 
assessment rolls. After the second or third 
year the value of improvement. «. « 
Lcdiuaseparate column, and the o«l> *ay 
we l,ad ^determine whether a u. had 
been levied on them was by ' «* g» 
computation as to the amount of »w 
collected. From a thorou B h .nvc g»t,o. 
ot the by-laws and assessment rolls I »« 
MtMB that during the twenty year, ot 
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its organization as a rural municipal 
district no tax was ever collected by the 
municipality from improvements. 

Whether or no this action at its inception 
Was in any way influenced by the principles 
laid down in Progress and Proverty we 
may never know, but that this principle 
has spread from municipality to munici- 
pality chiefly by the activity of zealous in- 
telligent Henry George men, there can bo 
no doubt. It is a remarkable coincidence 
that the first legislation on this Continent 
that was influenced by the tenets of Pro- 
gress and Poverty was enacted in that 
Capital where those tenets were in embryo 
in the active brain of the author of that 
work when a youth of nineteen* Who 



•Henry George, working his way as a scomnn on 
■ lop sail schooner, reached Victoria when the ex- 
citement was jit the flood. * * * The young 
fortune hunter, therefore, went into James George's 
itore. The store was in a rough wooden structure 
of one story and an attic, or rather loft. It stood on 
Whnri street beside the Victoria hotel, facing the 
harbor. Henry George worked very hard there. 
Part of the time he slept in the loft, reaching it by a 
ladder. He Eostened a note outside the street door 
inviting customers who came out of the regular hourj 
to "Please give this door a kick." In a letter to his 
sister Jennie subsequently from San Francisco 
(December G. lS. r iS) he said: 

"You innocently ask whether I made iity own bed 
■t Victoria. Why. bless you. my denr little nsMil 
I had none to make. Part of the time I slept rolled 
up in my blanket on the counter, or on a pile of flour. 
Kid afterwards I had ft straw mattress on some 
boards. The only difference between my sleeping 
and working costumes was that during the day 1 
wore both boots and cap, and. at night dispensed 
with them." * * * Vet that youth's mind wa 3 
€ ven then quietly at work 5s proved by a speech he 
made in San Francisco thirty-two years later. (Met- 
ropolitan Hal!, Feb. 4. IBM): "M ™- 5ince ' m 
In San Francisco, encnk of the gem-sis of my own 
thought 1 came out here at an early age, and knew 
nothing whatever of political economy. I hadnever 
intently thought upon any social problem. One ot 
the nr« times I recollect talking on such a subject, 
wan one day, when I was about eighteen, after 1 had 
come to this country, while sittinR on the deck of a 
top-sail schooner with a lot of miners on the way to 
the Fra*cr Rivet. We got talking about the Chinese. 
M d I ventured to ask what harm they were doing 
here. if. as these miners said, they were only working 
the cheap diggings* 'No harm now', said an old 
miner, 'but wages will not always be as high as they 
an today in California. As the country grows, as 
people come in. wages will go down, and soma day or 
other white men will be glad to get those diggings 
that thn Cbinwnen ere now working. And lweii 
remember bow It Impressed me- thft ld« that m the 
country grew, in «H tbrt we a* hoping thet it might 



the first person was to openly avow the 
teachings of Henry George in the Province 
of British Columbia I am unable to de- 
finitely state. But the earliest dale was 
some time before the lire in Vancouver, in 
June, 1880; it may have been in 18S4. 
George II. Walker, a carpenter, went to 
Westminster in 1884 and joined the Knights 
oE Labor. So far as I have been able to 
learn Walker was the first to espouse the 
doctrines of Progress and Poverty here in 
Vancouver. At a meeting of the Knights 
of Labor in 1884 or 1S85 a man named 
Captain McCidlurn advised every member 
to read Social Problems by Henry George. 
Who Capt. McCallum was or where lie came 
from no one I have met can tell. His 
comments on Henry George and his book 
influenced George Walker to read Social 
Problems with avidity and he followed it 
with Progress and Poverty. In 1880. after 
the village of Vancouver had been destroyed 
by fire, Walker was plying his trade in up- 
building the place. Thomas TurnbuH, 
another carpenter, came from New West- 
minster" to ply his trade and made his home 
in the same cabin in which Walker lived. 
Walker's nightly theme was the land ques- 
tion, from Henry Gcof R c's portion. Turn- 
bull combated these views, but after read- 
inc '"The Prophet of Sua Frmui.^w *»" 
the "Rcduciion to Iniquity," he opttulntcd 
and become an active propagandist. 

While in Vancouver TnrnbuU jomed the 
Kniuhts of Labor and at every meeting 
heard Henry George's teachings d.^usscd 
He returned to New Westminster in 18S7 
and there joined the Knights of Labor. 
In the library of that order he found a 1 the 
books of Henry George then published and 
read them all. Here he met John Forrester, 
W W Forrester, and Alexander Hamilton. 
Hamilton had already had the "vision, 
but it fell to Tumbuirs lot to attract the 
attention of the Forrester brothers to the 
gospel of Henry George. They both grasped 
it instinctively and "straightway let the.r 
nets" and taught the new doctrine wherever , 
there was opportunity. Turnbuli, Hamd- 
ton, the Forre&ter broth ers and others. 

grow, the conditio* of those who had to ^rkfoT 
?hdr living mu.t become, not ****** ™™' 
(The Life of Henry George by bU ion, Henry George. 
Jr., pp. 77-80.) • . 
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formed an organization independent of the 
Knights o£ Labor, and met every Sunday 
afternoon to discus the various phases ot 
social and political activity. Early in the 
movement they circulated a petition tor 
the exemption of improvements from taxa- 
tion and had no difficulty in getting a 
multitude of signers, but without effect on 
the City Council. When the charter 
granting a franchise to the street railway 
Company was pending before the council 
this little group opposed it strenuously, 
pointing out numerous iniquitous provi- 
sions, but with little avail. 

In 1S8S or 1889, J. 0. Brown was elected 
Mayor of New Westminster. Previous to 
this Brown had been postmaster of New 
Westminster for nearly twenty years and 
had published a virile scmi-wccldy paper 
As mayor he succeeded in raising capital 
and building a municipal electric lighting 
plant, but only after a prolonged and bitter 
struggle with a clique of monopolists who 
regard public utilities as monopolistic 
prey. In 1890 Brown was induced to stand 
for the legislature of the Province. With- 
out having given much study to economic 
or taxation questions, from the hustings 
he pledged himself to work for a mechanics 
lien law and an ndvalorcm tax on wild land; 
admitting that he had given little study to 
such questions, but promising, if elected, 
to at once devote his time to their study. 
He was elected, and was instrumental in 
having both laws effected, and also In 
having municipalities empowered to exempt 1 , 
improvements from taxation, and in makjV 
ing it mandatory to exempt 50 per cent!) 
of the value of improvements from taxation! 
The Journal of the legislative Assembly 
of British Columbia in the record of pro- 
ceedings for the year 1891. March 3rd, 
first paragraph, pngc 81. reads: "Mr. 
Brown asked leave to introduce a Bill 
(No. 63.) entitled "An Act to consolidate 
and amend the municipal Acts." This bill 
was finally passed without any apparent 
opposition at the night session, April 18, 
1891, and is cited as the "Municipal Act, 
1891." The language of this act would in- 
dicate that there had been prior legisla- 
tion towards empowering municipalities 
to exempt improvements from taxation. 
Section 121 fends as 'follows: "Notwith- 



standing any law to the contrary, it shall 
be lawful for the Council of any munici- 
pality to pass a by-law declaring that a 
distinction, for the purpose of assessment 
within the municipality, shall he made 
between 'land' and 'improvements. 

00 It shall also be lawful for the Council 
of any municipality to include in the same 
by-law. or to pass a serrate by-law 
declaring that "land' situate ****** 
limits of the municipality shall be esti- 
mated, for the purpose of assessment at 
its actual cash value, as «t won Id be ap- 
praised in payment ot a just debt from a 
solvent debtor. ,. 

<l>) Tt shall also be lawful for the Council 
{ any municipality to include in the same 
by-law, or to pass a separate by-law, 
declaring that 'improvements situate with- 
in the limits of the municipality shall not 
be estimated, for the purpose of assess- 
ment, in excess of fifty per cent, of their 
actual cash value, as they won Id be ap- 
praised in payment of a just debt from a 
solvent debtor, or that 'improvements 
Shall be altogether exempt from assessment 
or taxation. After the passing of such by- 
law or by-laws, all judges. Courts and the 
Assessor, and all other persons, shall fc* 
guided by the same." 

I have little knowledge of Jurisprudence, 
but this last sentence strikes me as unique. 
It is evident that the Government then m 
authority was not in sympathy with this 
legislation, of if so, it was half-hearted, as 
indicated by the following colloquy which 

occurred: 

At the afternoon session (Monday) March 
28, 1892 of the Legislative Assembly of 
British Columbia: 

Mr. Forstcr asked the Honorable the 
Minister of Finance the following question: 
Whether, in pursuance of the promise made 
by the Government last Session, during the 
debate on the "Act to amend the Assess- 
ment .Act," any instructions were issued to 
the Provincial Assessor to prepare a return 
showing separately the value of land, and 
the value of improvements on land; and, 
if so, whether such return is now available f 
The Honorable Mr. Turner replied as 

follows: 

As section 46 of the Assessment Act 
clearly defines the duties of Assessors in the 
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preparation of U.cir rolls. «•«*"** Sj 
forms set tortb in the schedule to the Act 
"was deemed advisable not to*** 
therefrom. No instructions have, therefore 
D cen issued to the Assessors to make any 
dXuoninthevalueo.theln«d.andthe 

value of improvements on land, as wen 
instructions, if practically earned out 
W ould necessitate an alteration >. .* s ionn 
nt the rolls, which might invahdate the 
ascent. Hon. Thomas *-»*£. 

interrogated the W^^Z^S^tSi 
the Provincial legislature m SWfteW «™ 
Nannimo District. B*^«^*«£ 
ganrfist of the George doctrmo W»"J 
election and was perhaps more «*™j£ 
influential in spreading the "***** 
throughout the Province than any other 
person. He was re-elected to the log sla- 
?u« in MM and 1898. and served as 
S^ikcr in IBfflMMO. He is at presen 

has not been actively engaged m politic, 

the Attorney General in the Cabinet of 
J^nRohson^ntroducedabilWluehwas 

passed April 23, 1R92, cited as the Munu 
™t Act 1SU2." The language of Section 
£ o ' SS Act is seemingly somewhat 
contradictory to Sections HO an ^7 

actual cash value, as it ««U be -IM"** 
^enlndandtheimproveme^^; 

^--SHSeS 
■way company. Section wu, °" . 
W reads: "The Council may settto. Im- 



pose, and levy rate, and taxes. ■*» im- 
provements at a percentage less than t at 
fanoosed by the Council upon land, or they 
Si improvements altogether; (b) 
ST'SSS may Keep different column, 
in the assessment roll showing separately 
he assessed vaioe of '1">P~£. 
or they may keep an assessment roll show 
•L the value, in the Assessor's estimation, 
of the improvements thereon. 

The language of that part ° ! ^ tl ™ ™ ? n 
that conflicts with the language of Scct,o 
H8 is "Kates and taxes may be settled 
imposed and !evied hpon land ■"*«»«* 

Itrllis-CrU'oVa township 

the proportion of benefit receiveot J ^ 

visions until the enactment of the ff«* 
ip ,l C3au.es Act 18^' I)Mar t m , 

On December 1 . ■ 1 8W1 ' Ion - * H ., 

member o, the legislature &-*■* 

Amendment Act, WW M 

for the first time on J^ Jffirfl* 
Martin moved for a f**f£& to be 
caused a debate, and it was <"£« 
r esun,edatthe jr ts r n, () 0,U Dav ^ 

7 ' * ,T v Mr C A. Semlin, it was 

the Municipal Act he referred to a select 

Committee, *tth «-J*gjr*£J such 
amendments as may be f«£ M ^ 
Committee to <«**«l *fi£ m , « 
Eberts, McGregor, &dd and* > 
power to report to the Hw*. 
^r Toy" Mr h Man n preferred to 
mtttes submitted its report, which 
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pronged debates and W^^"^ 
Lnts finally passed on *^*™* 
and is cited as the "Municipal Uauses 
Act" Section 3 read*: "Tin, Act «M 
extend and apply to all i™***^"* 
to ore or hcrcaOcr to be incorporated and 
not governed by the proves of some 
special Act which aw repugnant to the 
provisions oE this Act.'' 

Section 4 reads: "Tins Act shall be 
deemed and taken to apply to the munic- 
ipalities of the Cities of Vaneouv and 
N P w Westminster in so far as i *»* JT 

of "incorporation of the said ******* 

and Amending Acts', but nothing m tins 

Act confined shall be deemed or talon to 

limit, amend, or aflect any enactment now 

Z force relating to the said l«(#h 

or to modify, limit or abridge the pe* « of 

the Executive Council or the Leg.slat c 

Assembly with reference to the *4*?«; 

ipalities. or either of them, or tl e Acts 

relating to their corporate existence and 

P °SSon 5 reads: "Nothing contained 
in any general or special Act relating to 
any municipality to which this Act applies 
shall be deemed to impair, restrict or other- 
wise affect the powers conferred on any 
such municipality by this Act. 

Section 113 reads: "For the purposes 
of taxation, land and improvements wit n- 
in a municipality shall be estimated at their 
value, the measure of which value shall be 
their actual cash value as they would be 
' appraised in payment of a just debt from 
a solvent debtor; but land and improve- 
ments shall be assessed separately. This 
section shall not apply to real property 
held by any railway company. 

Section 137 reads: "The Council may, 
in each and every year, at such times as 
they may deem expedient, or after the final 
passing or revision of the assessment roll 
Dy the Court of Uevistoa, pas u by-la* 
or by-laws for levying a rate or rates on all 
the land or improvements upon the assess- 
ment roll (provided that the Council shall 
not levy a rate on more than fifty per cent, 
of the assessed value of improvements), to 
provide for all the necessary expenses ot 
the municipality, as well as for the payment 
or every such sum or sums as the munic- 



ipality shall be liable fc* during the current 
£„rin respect of any debenture or other 
'debt or obligation, and also such other 
sum or sums of money as may be found 
expedient: Provided always, that the rate 
to be levied in any year, exclusive of any 

special sum or rate which may be assessed 
and levied or imposed for local improve 
ments, or as a special sum or rate for any 
other purpose authorised by tins A a or 
under the "Corporation of Victoria Water 
Works Act 1873;" or any etatutc amend- 
ing or as a substitution of the *"••>** 
including what is required for a sinking 
Tnd therefor, and (or school pjnpoje. 
(if any) . shall not, except in the case of wild 
land exceed the sum of one and one-half 
cents on the dollar. Wild land within a 
municipality may be taxed at a rate «t to 
exceed two and one-half per cent, upon its 
assessed value: , 

(a) The Council may settle, impose, and 
levy rates upon improvements at a per- 
centage less than that imposed by the 
Council upon land, or they may exempt 
improvements altogether." 

The following Section (138) empowe s 
the Council to pass a by-law levying a rate 
of one mill in the dollar for board of health 
and hospital purposes, and not exceeding 
two mills in the dollar for school purpose 
additional to the sum provided for in tno 
preceding section. 

Section I OS has the same inconsistency 
of statement as referred tointhc''>lonkipal 
Act 1^2" It reads as follows: ***« 
and taxes may be settled. Imposed, and 
levied upon land, or upon improvements 
within a municipality by the Council 
thereof, subject to the followingcscmptjons: 
The exemptions arc churches, cemeteries, 
hospitals, orphan asylums and Dominion. 
Provincial and Municipal property. IW 
Act is quite voluminous. containing 300 sec- 
tion, and all municipalities in the Province 
come under the jurisdiction of this Act un- 
less granted special powers under Charter 

provisions. . 

Hon Thco, Davie, who introduced the 
-Municipal Act, 1892." which first made 
it mandatory on municipalities of the 
Province not working under Special Chart- 
ers to exempt fifty per cent, of improve- 
ments from taxation had no affiliation with 
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the Henry George me. , W*"*"L£ 
subscribe to the syndicate Single Tax 
monthly published at Victoria and to attend 
«,e lectares of Louis P. P-*- «» .*" 
tt man of rare attainments and there is no 
*2? that he bad read "Prop.- and 
Poverty " Some of his enemies aie said 
to have attributed his action towards ex- 
empting improvements from taxation to 
S motives only. He at that tune,vas 
said to mm w»»t was the most valuable 
building in Victoria, the Add,.!.. Block, 
o Government Street, a substantial three- 
story brick structure, and the «<= m P}!°" 
3 nfty per cent, of its value from taxat on 
was ofgreat pecuniary benefit to 1mm Had 
his disposition been of a «■"*■»£££; 
tliere is no doubt tbere was no limit to tne 
sources of procuring wealth had He used 
his office solely for its emoluments. 

On July 2. 1893. a little over two months . 
alter the Municipal Act of I8D2 
had become a law, Mr. Dav.e became 
Promt Attorney General -d Prnvmca 
Secretary. Holding these !«**»«»* 
March 4, ISO.'., resigning to accept the 
Supreme justiceship of tl.e Supreme Court 
cTle Province. It migbt be relevant here 
tostatethatduring my journey through the 
Canadian Provinces I had ££><££ 
of interviewing the premiers of tl* «wo 
western Provinces, Saskatchewan. Alberta 
Tod British Columbia, and each one o, hem 
unhesitatingly pronounced in favor ol tl.e 
exemp ion from taxation of inn>r°vcm™£ 
In the former Province the leader of tl e 

"pplsttion also «(^ft*-* 'fflS 
in favor ol it; they called it the Single 

Ta Afler a careful study of the legislative 
Journal, and Statutes of British Columbia 
I am willing to take oft my hat to the 
memo^ ot the Hon. Theo. Dav e, former 

S5 7»^ce ol the Ko^-ZZS^Z 
a Single Taxor on the theory tot «W» 

the highest Judicial position in the Pro 

* Crodit should be given to other members 
MWMA -ut the journal Report 
«We but a meager account of the proceed 
Sgs.soit is impossible to «™ them. 
I* 18M Vancouver sent an "out and out 



Henry George man to the Provincial Legis- 
lature, and in 1S08 and HHO they sent as a 
colleague with him the Hon. Joseph Martin, 
who, owing to his pugnacity, hns earned 
the sobriquet of "Fighting Joe. He « 
now a liberal member of the Brit.sh Pnrha- 
ment and a staunch defender of the policy 
of Lloyd George. During Joeph »?»» 
to Vancouver at a banquet tendered him 
by representative citizens, January «. 
19U Mr. Martin occupied a scat by the 
Bide of the guest of honor and in moving 
a vote of thanks, said, that while he did not 
^o the full length of the Single Tax pro- 
position. "1 accept this proposition laid 
down by Mr. Pels, that no one has a right 
to take for himself what is called the un- 
earned increment which has been eai ed 
by the general public. I should be quite 
wfllUig that all that is added to the land 
by the labors of the people at arge should 
belong to the people at large." Speaking 
of tloyd George's policy, Mr. Martm *aid 
It he never took more delight in any bing 
than in backing up the liberal party ^J 
attempt to destroy the present monopoly 

° E extemporaneously with the M* 
mincer Henry George organize lion, vtacll 
iZ known as the Ta* Reform Assoc.a- 

narte of the Province, notably at \ ictona 
Sa Vancouver, largely due to jtaJgPj 

feasts— £^ 

men gave new life to the club. Among the 
Uter arrivals were William Bevendge 
Tames A. Cohen, John McMillan Dr. 
Ernest Hall, John Frazcr and John Raid. 
Thomas For'ster was elected to the Prov- 
rial legislature from the Nana.mo district 
and he™ among the very fa* * spouse 
the philosophy of Henry George Brown 
o New Westminster, knew noting of 
George's doctrine when he was elected to 
the Lislature, but the activity and en- 

at New Westminster, followed by the pro- 
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paganda work of the group at Victoria 
and the personal contact with Forster, 
caused him to study Progress and Poverty, 
and he became a staunch advocate of its 
doctrines. A man of exceptional force of 
character, of excellent education and 
journalistic experience, he wielded a wide 
influence in having improvements segre- 
gated from land on the assessment rolls 
and the mandatory exemption of GO per 
cent on improvements. He was again 
elected to Parliament in 1000 and accepted 
the position of Provincial Secretary in the 
Cabinet of James Dunsmuir, Premier and 
President of the Council, was sworn into 
that office September 3, 1901, but on going 
back for electon was defeated and resigned 
his office. In 1D03 he again stood for Parlia- 
ment before a country constituency, but 
was defeated, and since then, owing largely 
to a defect in his hearing, he has refrained 
from politics. Without solicitation he was 
appointed warden of the Provincial Peni- 
tentiary at New Westminster, on November 
20, 1907. Althouhg 07 years old he is still 
an ardent Single Tax propagandist. 

Among Henry George disciples of Van- 
couver, who first formed an organization, 
were George Pollay, David Evans, Robert 
Barker, Joseph Clarkson, William Brown 
and George H. Walker; later Robert Mac- 
pherson, Francis Williams, Frank Gale, J. 
B. Marshalsy and others took an active 
part in the organization. A room was 
secured in the Public Library building and 
weekly meetings were held. But these men 
did not confine their activity to these meet- 
ings. Most of them were connected with 
some labor organization, and on every 
occasion in which an opportunity offered 
they promulgated the new doctrine by 
word or tract. Those connected with 
religious organizations availed themselves 
at every opening to proclaim the right of 
all men to the use of the earth. From 
the first issue of the Standard until its 
publication ceased it was read by all of them. 
Petitions were circulated and presented 
to the City Council requesting that build- 
ings and improvements be exempted from 
taxation. As early as March 1900 a motion 
was made in the Vancouver Council to 
exempt improvements from taxation, the 
motion being made by Alderman Dr. J. 



T. Carroll and seconded by Alderman 
Malcolm McLcod. In the spring of 1893 
Louis F. Post delivered lectures here on the 
Single Tax and also at New Westminster, 
Nanaimo, and Victoria. These meetings 
■were well attended and a special effort was 
made to have the progressive citizens pre- 
sent. The Vancouver press gave full reports 
and commented very favorably on the lec- 
tures and the lecturer.* So successful 
were these lectures that Mr. Post was 
brought back the following year. 

In 1890 Robert Macpherson was elected 
a member of the Provincial Patliament. 
He had been President of the Vancouver 
Single Tax Club, and presided at the first 
lecture given by Mr. Post in Vancouver. 
Mr. MacPherson was born in Bogside, 
Inverkip, Renfrewshire, Scotland in 1853, 
and was reared on a farm. Before leaving 
Scotland, which he did in 1832, he became 
interested in the teachings of Henry George 
by reading a series of letters which ap- 
peared in a Scottish weekly paper discuss- 
ing the pro and cons of George's attitude 

♦(Prom the Daily News-Advertistr, Vancouver, B. 
C„ Thursday, April 6. 1S93.) 

There was a large attendance lost evening at the 
lecture delivered in the Market Hall by Mr. Louis P. 
Post, of New York, on the subject of "Taxation, Direct 
and Indirect". The majority of those present were 
men, but the fair box was olso represented. It waa 
almost B.30 o"clock when the lecturer of the evening 
was escorted to the platform by Mr. R. Macpherson, 
the President oi the Single Tax Club, who presided. 
In a very few words he introduced Mr. Post, who, 
though a stranger, he said, was to speak upon the 
subject with which all were more or less familiar. 
Mr. Post prefaced his remarks by saying that what 
he had to speak about had reference to systems and 
not to individuals. CominR then to taxation, the 
subject of the evening, be said there were two kinds, 
direct and Indirect. The former was straightforward 
and honest, and people knew what they were paying. 
The latter might be called crooked taxation. [Hen 
followed a column and a half of extracts from the 
lecture the most of which was verbatim-l Mr Posts 
style is lucid and forcible without anything savoring 
of grandiloquence and the judgment displayed in the 
preparation of his diagrams made his lecture the beat 
presentation of the subject that has ever been made 
to a Vancouver audience. 

(Prom the Daily Ntws'Advtrlittr. Vancouver, B. 
C„ April 8, 1893.) 

The Trade and Labor Council of Vancouver ten- 
dered a vote of thanks to the Single Tax Club of 
Vancouver at their regular meeting, April 7, 1893. 
for their efforts In procuring the services of Mr. Poet, 
the Single Tax lecturer. 
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Hcwv George man he met after l»s arrival 
Henry ^eon,'- H soon ,„. 

here was George Walker, ire 
troduced to the members of tlie euro 
at once assisted in the P*W«*, «* 

& f to C 0, C e City Co ,cl of Vancouver 
• 1 ,«d W; -as defeated by 

motion to exempt im„rovcn ents om 
taxation. He was again reelected Alter 
^ ,,1, and devotes a large por on 

L r and Sinclair, building contractors 
Withstanding his nctWjty jyJJJ 

^SrSySwithtbeWch 
Single Tax on religious bodies. 



In the enrty days of the Smple Tax 
movement in Vancouver the ?ri«JgM*£ 

of rendezvous S*nz in !*J^***SS! 
establishment of David Evans,on Co do a 
Street. Here Policy, Btriw. «Wg 
rwrkson Brown and others were dally 

SS& * »* q *^ = 

topic o£ discussion. In 1S80 r»nc* 
San, m» to Vancouver and ent ered 
the employ of Evans. It w»s not long 

Progress and Poverty.* 



Wacrherton. before a church society 

fa the .pring o[ 1800: Qn own 

-Look at the effect m oh ^ be 5Q 

B iiyl Do you for a women II ** £ auSB 

rrartt *£ *S ^ 5-tt! £ 

for it. anil it *1o« l ° D u lh i n k the 

u nearn*d 5*™^ t ^j£* officii Ml know 

what they are • bout t * ll ™ 111 C L you a rebate as an 
conditions. ^I^^^*^ 1 * buiUU n B 

h*—* \Cv t orrothcHnnd. *f hold 
will increase «« *J3» * ™ blliW , Would you be 
ta the mW i- J* » ■ OU J l J* onearne ,l incrc- 
.urprised if I WW MJJ that v ^ ^ 

mc nt in thte city for the «J ■ *«J nt pdccS 7 

ThCre !%£■» * JS o the last five year, on the 
*v*ra R e *75.00O a !««■ ^ cl crcatcd 

unearned ,ncrcmcnt D the l*iu_ their 

by the people who reside here not M 

Ubor but •^^y^i'^tath.comn.i.nlly. 
which God l«^ dcdah0Ul ^ l °; g lh e evils that ^ect 
* ronJ «^Mjgg^£t2S 5 chiefly 



t *.,., unearned increment by private in- 
prison of "VTTct S now consider how w . 
dividual*. * , -ive have seen that 

can remedy ^+*£f£^£l owner, of 

ouv .axe, arc ^jJ^gESta derived from 
b nd can extract nenriy aU t yJ 

accept your Gospel of **»*»* S- *** 
remedy is to ahoW* «»• P™ l « l h ^ 'breathe; 
,abor be free and IHMM Ij™ ^ provcn , cn t3 . 
then put a ta* on land im-P< J « * *JJ J con . 

tcoocmyarc.b.cn^e^^sh ^^ 

Mr . p, Williams ftjjg*j; ST.tolii^M* 
Council, opened the J^JgOTjL, T ax questioB. 

upo n the flllt PV" dl '.^SinXTax the country 
5 ho-inahow,undera S ysiem .&n e e jvot 

wouM K et £^**S tli d ro c aim. that th. 
claim, nor tho Smglc T»«ra fl« In ^ 

Single Tax. If i*g£— jg ' t was stepping 
m ,ve have to «J^ d *^' S a ir«ctton of a m^ 
8 ,oiic along true Imcs and ^ l d ^ but 

experiences. b lhose prc «int. 

The debate vas e^tiy «** W y b t on lhfl 

80 vne of whom seemed eager for the to* ^^ 

vh olc it was «n W»g* ~ SS that thesa 
The parliamentary committee^ are an x 

n.,oetin g5 should *AJf*A2 Wtat- 
.nvitaticn to the ^J^^ il-k for then* 
W ont U, that men ahouW hear |of 

Wouver-itot an Ultotrt. «*, 
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Vancouver tort - - „ e ^ 

1005, and W«; , " ticke t ( ro m the sixth 

story. . Vancouver City 

At a ■nottrng °* t,,c hc W i oW in B 

Council ^"t.^ry wl, Major! 

denning. William B " W "' C W A £„„,.. 
donald. Alex. BcUn-n J ^f ta tattc 
It v,as moved; Tlu*0 y „ y 

duced and read ° fi "\ J'™ • movements 
• «»..** from taxaUon thej P 

and buildings erected on Unds „ 

city and being pat* of "• 
Wb w*l carried ^^ „. 

At a .«eet.«g of «« ^ s , and se . 

tion be read ^LSSywd-tJwwcjwd 
7. heb Cr r t tn-ntintoConunit. 

Thc Council a^™' VJ*M^ by 

: &r«3 , s»5 in » 

interests of tne w tr^ate of the 

and building on ^J^J^ 
City should be exempt »n part trom 



awatssJK 

Therore^isnirno.tn— » 

account of flffl m.nutes d «" V«^ 
Council and the to* . -nao ™ n trf « 

toward* ^^S tberc 
taxation. So far as t >c rcc 
W as no opposite to th ■■■» pc 
exemption. In I Q05 a n. **«* *- 
to increase P-J^yJ^S «^ ^ 
to 0U per cent, but t fade at 
M d.Wmian.Mn«c^t,en^ ^ 



(From Daily IM^ Va " COUVer ' 
Jtinut.fv24.,l«0r».) 

Citv Council. 

tt»«.wpTio* on IwrnovB- 

o£ DO per cent.. ft ^"7 rC woul ,, it r .U« ; c another 
that H thl. mol*n P*«*>™ * «#*»•. 1" «■»«*«* 

ot U,c motl«. N ^^ASSmiA -ho b*d 
irt T t a gJjH^S S^L to the City of 
said the system hnd btcn J ^ and h*d 

**S f " V;" r „ ^T tSSSam of the system 
sorted immensely W». toB w0uld be a good 

.-Option," CWAM . V.l«n ; ^ ? t 

The vote was taken, but rt"i • ll?rk 

the > c a. and rniys be recorded WjUj «SF 
WRS teaching for b*. JJJ. AM £ Jj£ " ^^ 
o, motion and J3?S&5ffi- import, and 

o[ what they meant. ^ w mfcJ „ 

AW. Morton «**£ £* I evC rybody. !!• 
thc taxes a* «pUt»«« L%Ta the motion all right, 
^id that Aid **jJ^JK exemption « 
Aa for himself, he was b tfetcc - „ ould 

^provemeat. aad a mot^n t. ^ 
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animated and prolonged discussion it ; wm 
defeated, the yeas were Morton, Baxter 
and Williams; Nays. Bethune liaise. 
Stewart, Cook. Wilson. Macdon aid Kemp 
and Johnson. It *as resolved that 60 
per cent should be the amount of exemp- 

ti0 ?ke second increase in the P^entageoE 
exemption was made in 1906. The Mayor 

and Council this J*"™" ^ol 
Mayor. F. Buscombe; Aldermen A. Bet 
hun G. H. Halse. J. Rogers. D. M. S tawar , 
FH Heaps. J. W. Jef!s. A. Macdonald, 
E Odium F S. Baxter. John Morton, F. 
WiSST'jSm "McMillan. At a meeting 
held Feb. 27. 1900 the record shows all 

Aid. ^^^SSSS * ill advised to 

the principle ^WjiSSk*. lIc hnd hGftTd 
alter the amount of the "cmf 

no comprint ttgE^ZZZ he My 

5UrPri r^Twi C^ok. «t" notice of molten *»M 
^cd «MjU c L ^ lon |a cnl irc.y nc.v to mc 
be given. I lie RW» ( { ,„ nutcn broI 

lhB ***** «£ B» XbSe unimproved property, 
^d by a w,l.l land t« , ve(1 . a the BOW* 

than .he W *^j£*ffi tax. why not the 
ment had the right to J^JJJJ JJ* hlJ W nskc d 

about ^% t 7'%nsti tco U ld be added. He 
were decided fl pan. tins po property 

ta' the city. vb«h ™ M£l " fQ * nn BXamp , e 
Wp StX 3 which gg g2 c , cftTcd W y tho 

a«s^S5S8^ A,d - BftXt " 

, concluded, "let them pay £r _ fa wonHp 

••Notice ot motion has been g 
rem arkcd, MA. **7JX£ t T*» only after 
had already ^^L ot>tic e of motion 

the ^^£t£w^^ **** 

bad been asVcd for. anci urj ob3Crv cd, and 

Ho contended ^t^SS * W Mayor 
aald the yeas and ^£^1* was recorded: 
Buscombe agreed. ^VrLdWillianu-a Nayo- 

Ald. Bevhuat. Hal". J"""^ lt m r«o.v*d 

Donrid. Kemp ^JJ^SHLw* c£ oxempUoo 

th-t 80 Per 2^ftiSr S. Council KM P* 
oo bnprovomenu. ■» nm»*. 

A 



present but Aid. Halse. It was moved by 
Aid. Odium and seconded by Aid. Bethune, 
"That the churches used as bona-fide places 
of worship be exempted 75 per cent, ol 

building valuation; after a prolonged dis- 
cussion this motion was defeated by casting 
vote of the Mayor. Immediately following 
the defeat of the motion to exempt church 
property to the extent of 75 per cent. 
Aid McMillan moved "That all improve- 
ments be exempted 75 per cent, of the as- 
sessed value." This was seconded by 
Aid. Morton and was carried by the follow- 
ing vote: Yeas, Bethune. Stewart. Heaps, 
Odium, Baxter, Morton. Williams Mc- 
Millan; Nays, Rogers, McDomddandJef^* 

(From.Pa^Pr^H^Van^uver. Feb. 28. 1906.) 

EXEMPT 75 P. C. OP IMPROVKMBNT3. 

Council's Radical Step. 

Aid. McMillan then mo^that all taa™J^g 
be exempted to the extent of 75 per cent^ ftW ; Me 
Donrdd opposed the motion en the ground that it 

erect largo build. hks. AW. u»kiw __ , 

mcanVa premium^,- gg^jJ^jS 

SfSSSSHSasa 

: t£ vim* ^t^TjrJSTm. 

the usual rate would not have to ^ , . ,* > m 
(From th. W-M. Vancouver. Fob. 28. 1900.) 

R.OUC.B TATAT.OM OK IMPROVEMENTS. 

•2a»«r£SSLtst 

would mcuo ^"^"t^L.dbyuoln- 

creased levi. There was reo e nu bBt „c mane, 
„,,leH meoM .rote of about 21.00™ • ^^ 

,Hi. largo amooot S**^fS«S the mte would 

S'^oC^i'S-dWr.- TO.W-— 
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The total exemption of improvements 
from taxation was made in 11)10. The 
Council met in session on March 2, 11) 0, 
Alderman Ramsay having given notice at a 
previous meeting of bis intention to .intro- 
duce a by-law to exempt from taxation 
alt buildings set apart and used exclusively 
for Divine Worship; also a by-law to ex- 
empt from taxation improvements on real 
estate in the City of Vancouver for 1910. 
The Council for this year was as follows; 
Mayor, L. D. Taylor; Aldermen: James 
Ramsay, Walter Hepburn. J. S. Crowe, 
W P Roberts, J. L. McTnggart, Chas. 
W Enright, T. G. McBride, Robert Mac- 
phcrson, Henry II. Stevens. T. J. Whiteside, 
James White, W. D. McKechuie. It was 
moved by Aid. Maopherson and seconded 
by Aid. Stevens, that the rules be sus- 
pended, and by-law to wholly exempt from 
taxation the Improvements and buddings 
erected on land within the City of Van- 
couver, and being part of the real estate, 
be now read the third time, finally passed, 
signed by the Mayor and City Clerk, and 
sealed with the Corporation seal. The 
by-law was then read the third time and 
passed. The vote on the by-law was as 
follows: Yeas: Ramsay. Hepburn. Roberts, 
Enright, Mcttride, Matphcrsun, Stevens; 7. 
Nays- Crowe, Whiteside, McKcchnie, Mc- 
Taggart, White; 5. It is evident that the 
total exemption of improvements from 
taxation had been raised during the cam- 
paign, as Aid. McBride gave as a reason for 
voting for the measure that he had pro- 
mised his constituents to do so. The fact 
that five votes out of twelve were recorded 
against the measure was not reassuring 
that the total exemption would prevail 
for more a year. It was not made an open 
issue by Mayor Taylor during the first cam- 
paign. His predecessor and opponent, 
Mayor C. S. Douglas, had made no opposi- 
tion to it, although he had acquired a for- 



debate of the evening was aroused by a previous res- 
olution specifically exempting churches to the extent 
of 76 per cent. This was defeated by the castmg vote 
of the Mayor, the Council being divided on the ques- 
tion as follows: For:— Aldermen Odium. Bethune, 
Rogers. Heaps and Baxter; Nays:— Aldermen Mc- 
Millan, Williams. Morton. Jeffs and MaeDonald. 
The later action assure* the churchee of the oamo 
exemption under the general ml© M wm Intended 
under the •pecIS c motion. 



tune through the unearned increment, 
lie had been twice mayor, having Mayor 
Taylor as his antagonist the last time he 
was elected, being defeated by him by a 
majority of only 273 out of a vote of 0.103 
the second time, and his friends clnim that 
he was defeated only by their over confid- 
ence. However, the impetus given to 
building operations and its correlated 
stimulus to every other line of business 
activity, especially the rapid advance it 
gave to land values, made it at once so 
popular that its former strongest opponents 
either came out in favor of it or quietly 
acquiesced. Injact. durmgjn£m^ 1 G a - 
tions here, althoughJL hay eminglgji with all 
classes 1 have found no opposition, save 
from two or thrcc^Ui^u^c^rigiblc^pciaUst 

friends. To tlTcm thcjjxonmlkin of hn- 
provcmen^froin^^onisJl^.lsaLShigle 

Tax, and they point out that Capitalism is 
in fulTaceord with the system now pre vail- 
ing. Occasionally I meet a man who ex- 
presses himself in full accord with the ex- 
emption of improvements from taxation 
except the tall buildings; thcy_sho uhl.be 
taxed a littlc-Uic y say, because of the ext ra 
fire "and water protection remiired "But 
they^geherally^acquicscc when it is pointed 
out that the more efficient the fire protec- 
tion is made for them, the efficiency be- 
comes general and extends to the outlying 
districts, and tends to make building 
sites there more desirable and consequently 
more valuable. 

So universally popular did the exemp- 
tion of improvements become that Mayor 
Taylor in his campaign for his second term 
made Single Tax a cardinal plank in his 
platform and every candidate on cither 
ticket espoused it or kept quiet. Although 
not antagonizing the Single Tax plank of 
Mayor Taylor's platform the Mayor's 
opponent, who was selected because of his 
eminent citizenship, to lead what had be- 
come to be believed as a forlorn-hope, was 
defeated by 1,483 out of a vote of 7,481, 
and the bydaw for raising revenue for 1911 
was passed without a dissenting vote, not- 
withstanding members of the Council were 
Aldermen when the 75 per cent, waa made 
and then were out spoken opponents, and 
voted against it. At the reception tendered 
Mr. Pels here last January, one of the Alder- 
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men who opposed the 75 per cent, exemp- 
tion and contended that improvements 
getting the benefit of fire and police pre, 
S should pay Cor it. seconded to vote 
of thanks tendered Mr. Fels. and took 
advantage of the occasion W«^*£ 
Single Tax, saying that ho TOW P™ud of WW 
opportunity to emphasize Ins apprcc.ution 
Ttl-e views held by Mr. ™s> and hop d 
that they would secure world-w.de dis- 
semination. " IL-Vancouv*r. !«*.;£*£* 
tl,e Single Tax idea ten years ago, he said. 
"£ would to-day be V'^U™ 
double the population of what tuU» 
sent " This gentleman, who is at present 
£ Alderman* is the owner ***** 
m05 t valuable real estate Holdings in V an 
couvcr. In fact, ho is rasing ramshackle 
buTdings on the most valuable busu^s 
Mock in Vancouver on the site of which is 
tot Redone of the finest structures. n 

the City of Vancouver during the present 
vSr Th<i.C^ W ti0 tt 0LiTOrpvcmci3ts 

£ve such an impetus to the crcctio , olugh 
structures that petitions were circulated 
felting against it. and askmg or 
legislation limiting. .the height. This was 
referred bnck to the people at the ekction 
last January and by a majority of <07 out 
TJ5* 3 5.6=7 it was *•*£*£ 
the height to ten **•«£»»*£ 
elusive of basement. At tuc sunn, 
tona plebescitewasheldon the exemp- 
tion Un taxation of the site location of 
Church property. This question has be n 
agUatcd'more or less for years. Prior to to 
partial exemption of hnprovomnt^ « torn 
taxation to argument was mode >> favor ol 
S£ ia ty exempting church buildings b - 
ca^e toy conduced to the moral up .ft, 
ol society. The Single Taxors in *• I 
cL:ciUlla yS op 1 .osedit«n,es : home r; e r 

classed with to churches as tore TOW 
nothing more conducive to the ™ ral a ™ 
"wie development of a community, toy 
argued, than comfortable homes-, ,n (act, 
tlTarguement used by to church pro, 
ironists was an effective weapon for to 

exception of aU improvements, and there 
ts no doubt to effeetive use toy made of 
rb^htmaoyofth^whooppo^d-t 

to change their petition. The J" 5 
"ubmitud to the Vancouver etectmate was 



in this form :" Are you in favor of •«"£«• 
the laud occupied fe buildings -used exelu 
rivcly for Divine Worship from taxal on? 
Thefeorded vote was No. 4,000; Jm. VW< 
nearly' four to one against the proposition. 
Many a conscientious churchmar , will re- 
gard this action ol the citizens of Vancouver 
as bordering on sacrilege. Hut , is to 
very reverse. The Supremo I cad of to 
chmch made that very clear when to , «tf 
"render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesars" Itisanarrowchurchman.indeed . 
«h„ would contend that the public should 
oonstruct houses of worship for to ;= 

sects who worship God. jwosi. 
Lrchmen will agree to this ««^£° **, 
Then why should the community be called 
upon to protect the church from depreda- 
tion or fire* If jt tor^WfiSC 
of the church weroct a church bu^drng 
whv is not a proper function ol the.rs.w 
Z Mi'" if to city fulfils all itsprope 
S cff,ciently the Supreme Author 
TZ church has made ^j™f£ 
for sufficient revenue to meet all ttj« 
ponscs of government ***<* Wg£ 
or burden to any society, secular or other 
wise. But this is a digression 

As I have studied the genesis of to ex- 
emption of improvements from taxatom in 
Province . can readily tracethewonder- 

M £■■*- «" tcd . by . 0r8 " ( n 'rums «« 
Inside of these organ,,at.o, orums were 

o/these period, of depression « led hard 
K-u-.h The doctrine of 1 rogn.s»» 
pXty w to many o£ them a new gospel. 
fetS -Province, as in every great city 

aassMgatSs 

maker. He did not come.to the Proving 
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British Columbia until the movement had 
made some progress. Of the clan of 
Cameron, his great-grandfather left Scot- 
land to become one o[ the pioneers of 
Canada, When his grandfather was sixteen 
years old he located in the County of 
Glengary 00 miles west of Montreal, Here 
his father was bom, and it was here that his 
boyhood days were spent as his father's 
birthplace was his. The McMillans were of 
a hardy stock, ami by a strange coincidence 
his grandfather's family, as well as his 
father's, consisted each of eight boys, all of 
whom grew into eight stalwart men of 
strong robust physique and independent 
characters. McMillan arrived in Victoria 
in 1890, united with the Henry George Club 
and became identified with organized 
labor. With a clear vision and gifted above 
his fellows with the power of giving forcible 
expression to his views he soon became to 
be regarded by the exploiters of labor as a 
dangerous man. Like Peter Witt, of Cleve- 
land, he was blacklisted, although no com- 
plaint was ever made as to his work or his 
conduct while at work. Being warned that 
he was a marked man he was exceedingly 
circumspect as to his conduct while at his 
work, but fear of consequences did not in 
the least militate against his freedom of 
speech and action as a citizen when not at 
work. 

He served as Alderman for two years the 
City of Victoria Council, and opposed every 
move of the monopolistic clique to exploit 
the public. Realizing in a measure, the 
prosperous future of Vancouver he moved 
here in 1902. Being industrious and pru- 
dent he succeeded in accumulating a fund 
which he invested in stump land within 
the City limits of Vancouver, the unearned 
increment of which has made him independ- 
ent. While willing to benefit from the un- 
earned increment, he did not relax - his 
efforts to destroy the system which makes 
it possible for private persons to appro- 
priate it. He became a candidate for Alder- 
man in Vancouver in 1906 and was 
elected, and, as has already been 
shown, took the lead with Alderman 
Williams and Morton in having the exemp- 
tion of 50 per cent, raised to 75 per cent. 
In 1907, he was defeated for Alderman, but 
in 1908 and* 1909 he was again elected and 



served. His aggressiveness in_thc_Cquncil 
in conserving the public interests, like his 
colleague Williams, made htm, as it did 
Williams. j Tmarked man b y the agents. of 
the Interests, and thU M again succeeded jn 
defeat ing him i n 1910. . Since then he has 
been" satisfied to take arest.and now divides 
his time between southern California and 
Vancouver. 

It is one of the incomprehensible 
mysteries of the movement culminating in 
the exemption of improvements from taxa- 
tion in all the principal municipalities of the 
Province of British Columbia, that two of 
the principal factors, the one an humble 
mechanic, the other a brilliant barrister, 
were bitter personal and political enemies; 
and yet according to the Chronicles, 
Theodore Davie, Q. C„ later Premier, 
Attorney-General and Provincial Secretary, 
and Chief Justice of the Province of British 
Columbia, was the most patent instrument 
in making it possible for municipalities to 
exempt improvements from taxation, the 
greatest step yet made, in my judgment, 
towards a practical application of the prin- 
ciples of Progress and Poverty. And there 
can be no doubt that the little band 
of active, earnest Henry George men with 
the efficient work of Thomas Forstcr, J. 
C. Brown and other Single Taxers in the 
Provincial Parliament induced him to read 
Progress and Poverty. Being a shrewd 
politician and ambitious for political pre- 
ferment, he chose to do his work in a 
manner not to arouse the ire of the rich and 
powerful interests who, had they realized 
the full import of this step in undermining 
their ablity to mislead the masses, and in 
destroying their power to levy tribute from 
the people, would have cut short his 
political career. Already all the principal 
citiesand towns of municipal districts of the 
Province of British Columbia have totally 
exempted improvements from taxation, 
and the day is not far distant when the 
Provincial revenues will be raised directly 
and entirely from the natural resources of 
the Province, which are apparently in- 
exhaustible. 



■, J 



Other articles on Vancouver from the 
pen of Luther S. Dickey, crowded out of 
this issue, will appear in next number. 
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THE MAGIC OF SINGLE TAX. 

PHENOMENAL SUCCESS OP VANCOUVER "EX- 
PERIMENT"— STARTLING COMPARISONS- 
LATEST STATISTICS. 



By Walter A. Hillam* 

(From the April number of the British 
Columbia Magazine, published at Van- 
couver, B. C.) 



There is a degree o[ reluctance— one 
might almost say an aversion— in the minds 
of all of us to put a tax on our own industry, 
—on something particularly the product of 
our own ingenuity and resourcefulness. An 
ever-bountiful Providence endowed Mother 
Earth with a plentitude of all that was 
necessary for the sustenance, comfort, and 
use of mankind. Some of Nature's gifts 
have, by virtue of man's enterprise, been 
utilized to an extent hardly dreamed of a 
century, or even half a century ago, until 
now there is scarcely a mineral product or 
natural resource, that is not serving some 
great or useful purpose for the develop- 
ment and enrichment of the various nations 
of the earth. 

Many people sincerely believe that the 
energy of man should not be taxed, con- 
tending that the natural resources of a 
country from which may be obtained riches 
without material assistance from man, or 
as a natural sequence of events, should bear 
the burden of taxation. This doctrine —as 
even the most cursory study of causation 
will reveal— is one of the principles of that 
fjreat thinker and economist, Henry 
George, who did so much to promulgate 
the Single Tax idea. 

The first city approaching metropolitan 
proportions that has essayed, even in a 
moderate degree, to bring into operation the 
Single Tax principle of exempting improve- 
ments from taxation is Vancouver. This 
city, with a population now of consider- 
ably more than 110,000, and an area of 



/"*«Thc writer of tttit article. Walter A. HlUam, 

, I. «creur y to Mayor Taylor of Vancouver, and 

A thli article i. reproduced at evidence of the 

I feeling o! one dole to the man who hae itaked 

"it official lutute <m lha experiment now In pio- 



approximately thirteen square miles, ex- 
clusive of waterways, and its large natural 
park, has been attracting the attention of 
cities, governing bodies, publicity organiza- 
tions and economists almost the world over, 
and the press of the American continent 
has evinced keen interest in what was at 
first termed "the Vancouver experiment, 
but which has now been conclusively 
proved a decidedly successful innovation. 
It may be mentioned en passant that 
SingleTax was one of the planks in the plat- 
form of the successful candidate for mayor 
in the civic elections of 1910, Mr L.U. 
Taylor, and he was re-elected again this 
year upon a similar platform,. 

That the step has been attended with dis- 
tinct and unqualified success is an indisput- 
able fact in the face of the comparative 
ficures of the building permits, both in 
number and value, issued during the year 
1910, the year preceding, and previous 
years, the aggregate for 1910 breaking all 
previous records in that respect. 

Of course there were some people who 
doubted the wisdom of the Single Tax, 
who had an unbounded faith in the future 
of Vancouver, and believed that the on- 
ward march of progress could not be re- 
tarded by any influences, but at the same 
time did not quite grasp the true signifi- 
cance of the principle. After over a year 
of successful operation, however the fact 
has become apparent even to the most 
sceptical that the building industries have 
received a tremendous impetus through the 
abolition of the tax on improvements. 

The character of whole streets has been 
changed bytheenormous "amount of budd- 
ing that has been projected and completed 
during the past twelvemonths; huge ofl.ee 
buildups now pierce the skyhne where 
formerly the land was unoccupied bJpcks 
which, though not pld-the city has been 
in existence less than a <^\f.^ 
tury-^were not bringing . jb jufflaBnt-n> 
come in the estimation °^v~£« 
been demolished and replaced by_ imposing 
and better revenue-producing structiires. 
many apartment houses have been ^ erected 
all over the city and a much better type 
of residence has been built In consequence 
of the encouragement in the W***»* 
on vacant land, and no tax on improve 
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ments, A jM_cmj.acai«t UM^*J^ 
What the exemption of improvements from 
taxation really means! 

f his year the city council decided to 
continue the Single Tax system and found 
that they could do this without raisu g £« 
tax rate U twenty mills net on the dollar 
or the assessment, and, furthermore, do not 
anticipate having to do so ^«*"!5 
S the increase in the "unearned »£""* 
goes on at the same rapid ■** ^hat lfc lms 
done during the past five years. 

Dozens of letters have been rece wed by 
the mayor asking what success has attended 
the adoption of the Single Tax and enquir- 
ing whether special legation had to be 
secured to enable the city council toexen 
improvements upon the land ™«™ ** 
city. As this is a point upon which even 
some of the people who live in ttMOT 
may not be clear it will, perhaps, be as wel 
to state that authorization Cor_ partial or 
total exemption of improvement froni i axa- 
tinn was given the city in its Spo«4*J 
of Incorporation, and the eity council, 
therefore, can decide for the current year 
tether a certain proportion or the whole d 
the improvements shall be *•£«»*£ 
tlon Judging from the success that attend- 
ed thJ adoption of the Single Tax prinaple 
last year, a succor which is being evidenced 
again this year in a phenomenal degree 
there is a strong probability that it will be 
continued. 

It is interesting to note how. commenc- 
ing in 1895, the various city councils of 
Vancouver becaj^^awjirc^f-thc-import- 
ance of encouraging builders by reducing 
the tax on improvements. From that year 
until '1005 fifty per cent, of the value of 
building wan levied, this being reduced to 
25 per cent, in 1000 and continued up to 
the time the civic authorities deeded to 
eliminate the tax entirely. 

In connection with the question ot un- 
earned increment" a glance at the annual 
report of the city shows how remarkable 
has been the increase in land values of Van- 
couver. .. 
For instance, the first assessment esti- 
mated the value of realty in the city at 
$2,466,842. Ten years later it had been 
raised to $13,000,800. Twenty years later 
1 |38 ( 34o,836 wob the city assesGore valua- 



♦• ^r ,.ro«crtv in Vancouver, and the I at- 

From tl.o city steterfKS &* «. ; ^ 
veir the city «•«»«' commenced to part al 
n«SlS improvements by levying a tax 
on only Lit the value of ***££•** 
that improvements were m~**[ J**" 
000 In l'JOS, after this system Had been 
,'opc atiou m yea-, improvement, were 
Uessed at SI 1 .81.1,250. However .« 1 JW 
the council save another st.mu us to the 
building industries by reducing the Ux on 
ta rov'emcnls to 88 * eent., andtheneaeh 
y car «p to the time the improvement tax 
was eliminated a decided increa was 
noted, the figures for 1900 betng S14.0S7, 
040; 1907, $10,381,475-. 1008. S20, 2,035 
1909 $24,405,210. and at the end ol the 
year 1000, $29,044,720. 
J Now compare the difference m the m 
create of improvements smce the Single Ux 
idea was adopted in its enfrcty Mter he 
.vstom had been in operation less than 
5S£ -onths the value of building ; «. 
Increased to $37,858,000. a truly remark- 
^Tc demonstration of the building ac- 
Srfty during the year 1010. «Wt ■ . bmg « 
Tax encouraging owners of «cul.t oU to 
mill: e their investments revenue-produemg 
Of course in this connection, one must 
take : into- consideration lhe other contribu- 
tory causes which have attended the growth 
2 development of the eity, but there is 
no doubt that one ot the greatest determ.n- 
ing influences In. been the encouragement 
to builders and capitalists in the shape of 
freedom from taxation on the result of 
their enterprise, instead of. a, formerly, a 
tax on their industry. 

When the "tax on improvements was re- 
duced to 25 per cent, in 1906, an increase 
of two mills on the dollar was made, and 
this rate of 20 mills hw l«en m vogue up 
to the present period, the city counci decid- 
ing recently that sufficient revenue would be 
derived without raising the tax rate 

Many of the enquirers, who have written 
to the mayor requesting information anent 
the Vancouver system of taxation, could 
not understand the distinction made m 
British Columbia between civic and pro- 
vincial taxes. Personal and income taxes 
Zd a poll tax are collected by the govern- 
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ment, a return in some measure being made 
to the city in the shape of grants for schools, 
parks and other special purposes. Pave- 
ments, cement sidewalks and improve- 
ments of a similar nature are carried on 
under the initiative local improvement 
principle, property owners paying the 
major portion of the cost and the city pay- 
ing for street intersections, etc. 

Although Vancouver is barely twenty- 
five years old, and therefore quite a young- 
ster by comparison with the established 
cities of Eastern Canada and the prairie 
provinces, she attained Inst year the envi- 
able distinction of figuring in the fourth 
place in the building records for the whole 
of the Dominion; Toronto, with a population 
three times as large, having issued $21,127,- 
783 worth of building permits for twelve 
months; Montreal, with a population of 
450,000, permits to the tuna of S15.S15,- 
850; and Winnipeg, the prairie metropolis, 
permits estimated at $15,100,450; while 
Vancouver followed close on the prame 
city's heels with a total of permits of $13,- 
150,305. This vast total outshone all her 
previous achievements for building activity. 
This year Vancouver building permits 
almost warrant the prediction that she will 
pass both Winnipeg and Montreal in the 
race for honors, the figures for the month 
of January showing that this city had the 
largest increase in the number and value 
of permits of all the cities of Canada— im 
advance of 100 per cent, over those issued 
for a similar period in 1010, 

Suddenly— almost dramatically— Van- 
couver has come to the front, and it would 
be exceedingly difficult to determine the im- 
mense amount of publicity the city has re- 
ceived through eliminating the tax on build- 
ing* Far away in England, where the 
question of ''unearned increment" has been 
a live issue during the past few years, Van- 
couver is becoming known to thousands as 
the city on the Canadian Pacific coast en- 
terprising enough to adopt the Single Tax 
idea in its entirety. 

Joseph Tels, the millionaire Single lax 
exponent, who has organized a fund for 
the promulgation of the doctrines of Henry 
George, and has himself spent huge sums 
• in disseminating the gospel of that great 
philosopher and thinker, Bpeaks with great 



enthusiasm of the admirable object lesson 
Vancouver affords— a practical example of 
what can be accomplished when man is not 
taxed for his industry and resourcefulness. 
More could be easily written of the far- 
reaching and stimulating effects- of Single 
Tax on a city's growth and development— 
in fact, the subject is almost inexhaustible 
—and it is the earnest belief of the writer 
that the above brief account, dealing only 
with a few phases of the question of taxing 
the"unearned increment," will convince the 
most incredulous that Single Tax in Van- 
couver has encouraged and brought about 
an unprecedented amount of activity, and 
benefitted all classes from the wealthiest 
capitalist to the humblest home-builder. 



THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 



Area and Population-Taxation and 
Sources of Revenue. 



(For the Review) 

By Luther S. Dickey. 

The Province of British Columbia has an 
area variously estimated at from 372,030 
to 395,010 square miles. It extends north 
and south about 700 miles, with an average 
width of about 400 miles. The D«mmon 
census of 11)01 gave it a population of 
178 057. The present census now being 
taken it is estimated will bring its popula- 
tion to 400,000 and upwards. 

The revenue of the Province is derived 
from a variety of sources, a very important 
part being the subsidies in perpetuity [rom 
the Dominion oE Canada, which are as 
follows: Five per cent interest on the 
amount of the actual and allowed debts of 
the Province at Confederation; the subsidy 
to the Government and the Legislature, 
the grant of 80 cents per capita of the 

population, which is i ncrcase V ,nnm^ 
census until the population reaches ,400,000, 
and the grants for lands conveyed for the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad. These sub^ 
sidles aggregated in the fiscal year ending 
March 81,1910, *&22,070.00. 
Two system* of lahd taxation prevail m 
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the Province of British a*****-' ft-**" - * - * * m \"" ^MaM 

Zmpa) and provincial: the form. £^'«— ; UNMUti 

covers cities, towns and townships winch T m » I^en es. 3l)5 , 1!)S .oO 

have been incorporate,!; the utter applies Tin.b Roy» ty 408.820. 15 

to all the territory not organized ,nto rnn- ■«£££, Act 350.200.00 

***** Municipalities arc empowered «»"«= Kc f ' (wnd|Coaland 

with self-government, with power to asses* Land laxes. (.vvi 2 . Wi0M , 71 

and tax land and improvements thereon ™*»*"£ " l75 . 778 . 1 1 

(the latter not to be taxed to exceed 50 per Ln, 1 Reve,",e ^ 

«nt. of their value) the rate of taxation **2j*gE£ 200.082.00 

beinElimited;toimpo S candcollectl.ccnsos, Revenue (Po ^ ioi.OD2.88 

fees etc.. the provincial government re- *™»? *"<*** ™* 100.984. 10 

serving the right to inquire into the conduct j"«™ *£• .... WW* 

o£ any part of the public 1~ « «J "/an d Tax on Coal. . . 222. 7 22.91 

administration of justice therein. Iho f^™"» _ 10S.4M.39 

Province levies a tax « ,« £* •grfhg ^X'^Taxes and Fees 025..37.72 

improvements; (^) wil<i ianu, i,-»; _ — 

land; (4) timber land; (5) personal property .$8,874,741 .94 

(0) incomes; (7) mines and minerals^ (8) Total Keven 

unworked crown-granted minora, claims, 

Sa»5^lSM5 r?=r WHO HAS 

Anionc the numerous exemptions from was asked of Mr. R. J. Ueaclmi i rt,. 

Sx2n X ev on and and improve- Single Tax in removing the monopoly .o 

"thTthan wild land, coa, land or ,and and thus gf*. *J^«| 

timber land) one half of I per cent of the Single Tax looked at Irom tnc co 

^fed vaLTwild land 4 per cent.; blooded standpoint of business cannot fad 

ZA on which mines are operated I „ benefit me and be icvc o m tena ly 

«or ™t • coal laud from which coal is not help the city ns well. I am in tnc atner 

Si Well" timber Land 2 per cent, „£ business an., anxim. tojM 

ncrsoml property one-half of 1 per cent, good advertising, and good ad«rt ls .ng 

Tie iKome tax is graduated an follows: Sh,M established industry nnd 

1 0(0 and les exempt: over S.,000 to booming land values, w t > the eoi u d n 

*« (I T net cent - over $2,000 to S3.00O, in nallon of the cost of ttvtag, »» ' «'" 

fM per cent : to S4.U00, % P- <*»■« * •—• ***« '? tb * ™ M " ""**** 

87 1)01) 2 ner cent.; over $7,000, 2% per industrial development. 
«r , Ta^^»l«vicdonoorp«»raUo n i ^t mu.t not be forgotten that we have a 

mtmSSL A POU or revenue tax is Tcry limited ^application of I ft, •»»*;*£ , 

levied on all male persons between the ages syste in in Vancouver. We still teve lew 

I^S^U.— -«i- ^r^e^=^ver y r pX^ 

nUlltia ' , . pastime. The benefits wc have bo tor «- 

The total revenue for the fiscal year end- ^, yed cQme ffom the 6t iiuulous that has 

ing March 31, 1910 was $8,874,741 04. ^ qq ^ fe bui iding, but had the tax 

The principal sources of revenue were: rate levied on land values been four or five 
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times as high, it would have been of much 
greater service to the city. 

"I do not know of anything quite so sad 
as this quiet appropriation of the unearned 
increment by the unproductive few. This 
in itself might not seem so bad were it not 
for the realization of the perverted ideals 
of such a large number of our population. 
Practically in every large city in America 
there are hundreds of real estate men with 
property of purely speculative value on 
their hands and they sit idly on the fences 
of expectation waiting for the manna to 
fall from heaven in the shape of suckers to 
buy their property. The city that first 
discovers a means of using this latent force 
in the development of the community will 
set a pace in progress that will startle the 
world. 

"This is what we have attempted to 
start in Vancouver. That it is proving a 
success the figures clearly demonstrate, and 
further proof is seen in the fact that other 
cities cognizant of the advantages that are 
accruing to Vancouver from the adoption 
of the tax on land values only, are begin- 
ning to see the "cat" and are shaping their 
courses accordingly. Vancouver has made 
wonderful progress under the Single Tax. 
That progress would be much greater under 
the fuller application of the principle, we 
may yet have the courage to test more fully 
than we have and when that day comes it 
will simply mark another epoch in the on- 
ward march of Vancouver." 
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Tub Victor Talking Machine Company 
are getting out records with Single Tax 
speeches. These will be advertised where- 
"ever this company sells its records, -which 
is practically the whole world. 



The Nautilus, a magazine published in 
Holyoke, Mass. and edited by Elizabeth 
and William E. Towne issued late in June 
a special Single Tax number. Illustrated 
articles by Joseph Fels, Stanley Bowmar 
and B. S. Spaulding are contained in this 
number. The latter writes about Van- 
couver. 



Tub chairman of the Gtnte tax commission of Minne- 
sota announced to C. J. Buell of St. Paul that ho in- 
tended making a thorough study of the Single Tax 
system and embodying the results in the next report 
of the Commission. Several members of the Minne- 
sota legislature are Single Taxcrs- and many more of 
that body are studying the question. 



The Grain-Growers' Guide, organ of the Canadian 
farmers granges, is a lnrge and prosperous looking 
weekly paper published at Winnipeg. It ia a strong 
advocate of the taxation of land-values. In the 
numbers for April appear contributions from Robert 
L. Scott and F. J. Dixon. 



Dan Dearo, artist and Single Tax'er, and National 
Commissioner of the Boy Scouts of America, has 
had a tall mountain near Mount McKinley named 
after him. 



Johan Hansson, who is doing such splendid work 
for the cause, and is arousing the thoughtful men of 
Sweden to a realization of the truth of our principles, 
sailed for Europe on Saturday. April 15th. He will 
remain in Sweden where he will present in a series of 
pamphlets the lessons from facts gathered in his 
travels in many countries. 



Robert Lovell GlDsOK, who died last February 
In Toronto, Canada, was for many years a Single 
Taxer whose work for the cause was quietly and un- 
obtrusively done. He was a subscriber to the Single 
Tax Review from the commencement. A tribute 
to the deceased, who was born in 1838, appeared 
In a recent number of the Canadian Journal of 
Medicine and Surgery. 

Dr. M. R. Levcrson of N. Y., over eighty yean 

young, hns sailed for Europe. 

The Toronto Canada Sunday World of recent date 
gives nearly two columns to a report of an address 
on The Conservation of Public Values by our old 

friend. George J. Bryan, 



Wb desire to especially commend an article In the 
Single Taxer of Chicago (No. 4, Vol. 1.) on the Sea. 
mens' Strike, by A. Wangemann, who is editor and 
publisher of that little periodical. 

The Rural New Yorker, the well known and long 
established fanners journal, In its issue of April 8th 
editorially commends the German taxation of the 
"unearned increment" of land — and points out the 
difference between the farmer who farms his land and 
the "farmer" who by the increased value given to the 
"farm" by population is permitted to reap where he 
has not sown. It is pleasant to read such endorse- 
ment In a paper primarily intended for the agricul- 
turist who has been so often told that a tax on land 
values means Increased taxation on his farm, 



Order any book you may desire of the 
Sikglb Tax Rev ib w. 



Mr. John S. Higgs. of Echuca, Victoria Is the 
founder of the Single Tax Lending Library of the 
Victoria Single Tax League, wlikb now numben 
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275 volumes, among them being the first ten bound 
volumes of the Single Tax Review. 

Thb MaKtnal Doily Witmts (Montreal. Cnnada) 
commenting upon the recent appearance of Mr. W. A. 
Douglass boforo a committee of the Ontario legisla- 
ture where he delivered nn address on "Taxing In- 
dustry and Favoring Speculation," culls the talk 
an "informing one," and given unqualified endow- 
ment to the contentions of this veteran Single Tnxer. 

Thbrb are eight Single Tax members of the Maine 

legislature. 

A. C. Holloway in announcing his enndidncy for 
the nomination of mayor of Akron, Oliio. tells the 
voters that "one plank of my platform will favor 
the Henry George theories of taxation, as Tar as it Is 
possible to apply them to our local government with- 
out con Hiding with the slate laws." 

Outer T. Ehicksom. of Seattle. "Wash, writes: 
"In looking about, it seems as though wn wore 
scarcely needed nny more, our number* have been 
so re-enforced. Bui thank God it is so. The old 
guard has held the skirmish lino bo long that the 
ranks nre fast thinning out. Years ago. I gathered 
and framed pictures of ninny Single Taxers to bang 
In my den. But, alas, to look at them now in to 
realize how many will never great me agnin on this 
side of the divide. ■ 

And now Tom Johnson's smiling face is there to 
remind me that he, too. hag laid down his commission 
and will lend no more. To look over this gallery of 
friends who linvo in times past borne the brunt of our 
battles has n tendency to temper the foy inspired 
by present progress. But there is also Inspiration in 
contemplating these faces that inspire new courage 
to work as they did," 

Archibalo Crosbib lost his wife by death on tha 
7th of April. 

The appointment of George L. Record, progressive 
republican leader and Single Tnxer of Jersey City, to 
the State board of assessors, is another net of Governor 
Wilson's reflecting credit upon the democracy that 
does not hesitate to slop outside of mere party lines 
to secure the service of a genuine democrat, 



»cason on May 14. Robert B. Canon and Wchlon L. 
Crosman being in charge. Henry George men from 
other parts of the country who happen to be in Boston 
over Sunday will always be welcomed as speakers. 

A VERY interesting correspondence has been run- 
ning in the Ytxkikin f»«i<Eng.l between F. Skirro* 
and several opponents and friends of ike land value 
in* movement. Mr. Sk.rrow twits the opposition 
Willi seeking to shunt the nnesimn of the real basis of 
the right of property. Mr. Skirrow easily dispose* 
of the confusion of his opponents. 

J R Hermann, of Denver, recently addressed the 
Class of political economy of the University of Denver. 

T«B American Land League has been organized 
by that veteran Single Taxer, John H. Meyer, now 
resident at 215 Boyd St., Los Angeles. Calif. A copy 
of the ritual of the League can be had tor ten cents. 

T R Firth was recently elected alderman of the 
municipality of Strathficld, a fashionable suburb 
Of Sydney. N. S. Wales. In a Idler to the Rp.visw 
Mr. Firth wriles thai "even though Strathfield 1b a 
kid alovo district any one proposing to rale on im- 
provement! would be sent to nn insane asylum." 



Tub Manhattan Single Tax Club of this city has 
begun its open air meetings on the eorncr of Seventh 
Avenue and 125th Street. Tuesday and Friday 
evenings. The Club wnnts volunteers to address theso 
meetings and asks that they communicate with the 
president, F. C. Leubuscher. or the secretary, Joseph 
H. Fink. 

The death is announced at the age of eighty-two 
of former Vice-Chancellor John T. Bird, of New Jersey. 
The Vice-Chancellor was the author of the remark- 
able decision declaring void the bequest of a Camden 
farmer to Henry George in aid of the Single Tax cause 
on the ground that Mr. George's teachings were Im- 
moral and contrary to law. 

Thb Sunday afternoon Single Tax meetings on 
Boston Common, from 2 to 4 o'clock, began for the 



BOOK NOTICES. 

THE INCOME TAX IN MANY COUNTRIES. 

Income Taxation, by Kossuth Kent Kcnnan, an 
ociavo volume of 347 pages published by Burd.ck and 
Allen, of Milwaukee, is a mine o( information on this 
subject No writer can hereafter pretend to any real 
knowledge on the subject of income taxes who has not 
studied this volume ol careful and painstaking re- 

Rfr Kennan has npproachod the subject as a 
student, and not as a partisan. Where results of 
certain form* of income taxation have been manifest 
he has indicated them with great fullness and P"***- 
larity He has not, however, discussed the subject 
from the standpoint of theory. BuL he has provided 
mi exhaustless armory to which tho«c who would 
hereafter so discuss it must have recourse. 

The work is bound in green buckrnrrt and Is pub- 
lished at S3. 50. 

The fourteenth Annual Report of the Philadelphia 
Vacant Lots Cultivation Association is at hand, and 
gives some or the admirable results of its work under 
the direction ol James H. Dix, superintendent and 
secretary, mid Charles HOm. iSilstant superintendent. 
This effective relief method which In so many eitiei 
has demonstrated Us grcnt usefulness, originated 
with the late Governor Pingrec. himself a Single Taxer, 
■nd is in Philadelphia as elsewhere under the direc- 
tion of practical Henry George men. 
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International Arbitral Law and. Proceedure • 
work dealing with international relations. Is the title 
of a new book by Jackson H. Ralston, published by 
G ion and Co., at $2.50. 
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A monument that will not only record our love and reverence for the 
dead, but will be of inestimable service to millions of the living. 

We have undertaken to place in every • Public Library a LIFE SIZE 
BUST of Henry George (by Richard F. George) together with a COMPLETE 
SET OF HIS WRITINGS and his BIOGRAPHY (by Henry George, Jr.) 

The advertising advantages of these presentations to the doctrines of 
the great economist, are proven by the splendid results obtained where 
presentations have already been made. 

Volunteers are wanted in every district where there is a Public Library 
to do a little active work in this cause. 

For instructions address 

HENRY GEORGE LIBRARY BUREAU 

96 FULTON STREET, NEW YORK 





"Beauty Is only skin deep." Then nil Ihc more need to give your icoraplcr- 
lon the attention ii deserves. The first requisite for henuty is a healthy slun. 
Spots find blemishes, no Hinder how sum II, disfigure nnd mnr the complex- 
ion. Loose skin, crow's leet and wrinkles (due to unnecessary rubbing) are 
Also serious completion faults. A sallow or colorless Bldn, as well an undue 
redncssg, nre Nature's danger signals, 

MILKWEED CREAM 

.Ives relief from these and all other completion Ills. For a decade 
A tins been recognized ns the best face cream and slun tonic that 
skill Slid science can produce. 

Milkweed Cream is n smooth emollient, possessing decided and 
distinct thcrnpcutlc properties. Therefore, excessive tubbing and 
kneading are unnecessary. Just apply a Utile nljtlil nnd morning, 
with the finger tips. rubbing it goody until it is absorbed by the akin, 

." Ll._.t-I... ..I -I J I ...I. In.fnont . - .'. !■ .. i '. • i 1 1 [ic. \\l]\ 



In a short time blemishes yield to such treatment nnd the ahi 
comes clear and healthy, the result — afresh and brilliant complexion. 
To prove to you the advisnbility of always having Milkweed Crcnm 
on your dressing-table, we shall be glad to send ft sample free, iljyou 
write us. PKICE 50 CENTS; LARGE SIZE $1.CKM 

P. F. INGRAM CO., 50 Tenth St., Detroit, Mich. 
■IMPROVES Dad Complexions— PRESERVES Good Complexions 
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A Quality Watch 

IngersollTrenton 

7 and 15 Jewel Models 

$Sto*lS 

The Watch Beautiful 
The Watch Accurate 
The Watch of Long Service 

Here is the one watch selling at a moderate 
price which will satisfy the requirements of the 
man who demands unusual accuracy. Each of 
these time-keepers is tested and regulated to the 
second in its individual case, at the factory. 
By all who know it the I-T is regarded as an 
extraordinary production for the money. 

It will give a generation of service and is as 

beautiful to look at as any watch made. 

The $5 watch has 7 jewels and ia in a iolid nickel ease. 

The $15 watch has I 5 jcwelt and i« in • 25 year guaranteed gold 

filled case of the highest quality, 

Equally accurate models in a variety of coses at $7, $8, $9, *I0 

and $12. 

There ia more watch-value for each dollar invested than you 

have ever seen before. 

You can buy an lngeraolUTrenton only from responsible Jewel* 
era who buy direct from the factory. 6000 jewelers tell it and 
usually display it in their windowa. 

We have the most informing watch book ever published. 
Write for a copy of " How to Judge a Watch. 



Robt. H. Ingertoll & Bro. 



Frankel BIdg., New York 
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TheXand Value Tax Party 

HEADQUARTERS, 43 E. 22d ST., J «• £ CI ™ TAX oN 

via.: IT p RE sENTS AN OPPORTUNITY 

TO FORM M^mm^^^^k POLITICS. 
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StVE BODY THOSE WHO HAVb SKWI *W 

^SEND EOR LITERATURE Tho ^f^n^ntn'^SS &f*g 
MM to the »«»««. 8I0NA ^EXECUTIVE CMiMWfc^ Treas .. 
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THE 
SINGLE TAX 

BLOTTER 

A Business-like 

Method of Propaganda 



1 doz. by mail, - - 



(4 " « 



10c. 
25c. 



JOHN J. EG AN 

511 W. 168th Street 
New York City 



Just 
Published. 

The Works of 

Henry George 

The Fels Fund Library Edition 
oi the Complete Works of Henry 

George. Complete in Ten Vol- 
umes, handsomely bound in 
Buckram, Gilt Tops, Paper 
Labels, Portraits. 

Price $12.00 net 
Same in Half Morocco $17.00 net 

H. H. TIMBY, Conneaut, OMo. 
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Science of Value No. 10 

The Sphinx Catechism 

By HENRY RAWIE 

Comprising 608 questions addressed to the Sphinx of History 

concerning the Riddle of Industry with 
answers to the questions. 

CLOTH, 236 PAGES. PRICE, $1.00 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

■ . 5 

Chapter I. — Introduction 

7 

Chapter II.— Clearing the Ground 

,,,,... >••■••-• 1^ 

Chapter III.— Profits 

22 

Chapter IV.— Introduction of Money 

Chapter V.— Machinery * 

,, 47 

Chapter VI.— Inflation of the Currency 

F 60 

Chapter VII.— Secondary Money 

V 72 

Chapter VIII.— Capital " " 

* 78 

Chapter IX.— Trade - 

Chapter X.— Standard of Value for Capital 

104 

Chapter XL— Permanent Debt! 

..-.118 
Chapter XII.— Division of the Rate of Profit 

1S7 

Chapter XIII.— Banking 

Chapter XIV.— The Rise In the Price of Land 

Chayter XV.— Conclusion 

Address: 

HENRY RAWIE 

910 American Building BALTIMORE, MS. 
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National Finance Company, Ltd. 

HEAD OFFICE, VANCOUVER, CANADA 

- - ... Postal" $1,000,000.00 

Subscribed Capital ' 5 00,000.00 

Paid-up Capital 250 000.00 

Reserve 

NATURAL RESOURCES of the West. 

Mows E uarantced by the Company on improved crty and res,de„ce 
property yielding 0% net to purchaser, for sale. 

Clients investments judiciously made. 

For particulars write to ^ ^ TELFER> Manager. 

rnrTuTERATUREONCDFF 

| 1 1 L C Economic Subicc tB \ BILL 

If interested write f or FREE 
ECONOMIC LITERATURE 
pertaining to Direct Legisla- 
tion, Public Ownership or 
Single Tax. Please state in 
which subject you are espe- 
cially interested. 
F. H. MONROE. President 
' Henry George Lecture Association 
Paloa Park, Illinois 

"wanted. 

Address of or correspondence with a 

Single Tax man who is in Cigar. Stationery. 

Candy Store business in N. Y. or Brooklyn. 

B. E. NOBIS 

302 Grove Street, Brooklyn. 



Henry George's Works. 

FB0GRESS AND POVERTY, $1.00 in cloth. 
SOCIAL PROBLEMS, $1.00 in cloth. 
PROTECTION or FREE TRADE,$1.00 In 

cloth. 
A PERPLEXED PHILOSOPHER, $100 in 

cloth. 
THE LAND QUESTION, CONDITION OF 
LABOR, AND A PASSAGE AT ARMS, 
Cloth, $1.00 
SCIENCE OF POLITICAL ECONOMT. 
HENRY GEORGE'S last book. In 
cloth only, $2.50. 
Sent postpaid on receipt of price. 
SINGLE TAX REVIEW 
lStKMt*mStr*W WW TOW. 
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New York City Tax Liens 

A Guaranteed Seven Per Cent. Investment 
Better Than the Best Mortgage 

For further information , tuhin-ss 

The Tax Lien Company of New York 

68 William Street, New York City 



Ownerless Real Estate 

The Tux Lien Company "f ^-w Vi»rk having found 
manv ownerless and escheated parcels nf real estate 
which, when its liens are foreclosed, will be obtained for 
the amount of the liens and costs, and b/mg restrietcd 
by its charter to investing in tax liens, offers through 
the Realty Redemption Co. of New York (organized to 
acquire these properties) the opportunity to participate 
in the purchase of New York City real estate at about 
one-quarter of its value. 

The Plan 

Capital Slock 7% Preferred cumulative, K2.VUHMI; 
common, $250,001). One share of common issued with 
each two shares of preferred, thus insuring in addition 
to the 7';;- per annum one-half of all the profits. Price 
par (SI00 a share), prior to June 1st. ID11; thereafter 
accrued interest from May 1st. I'll I, at 7', per annum 
will be added to the purchase price. 

Write for particulars to 

Realty Redemption Co. of New York 

68 William Street, New York City 
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